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A century-long run for an 
Cleveland institution is com-
ing to an end. The owners 
of Sokolowski’s University 
Inn are calling it quits. Ber-
nie Sokolowski, his brother, 
Mike, and sister, Mary, re-
cently decided to make the 
pandemic shutdown of their 
restaurant permanent.

The term “iconic” gets 
bandied about a little too eas-
ily, but this popular eatery, 
opened as a tavern in 1923, 
lived up to the description. 
The Sokolowski family made 
a name for themselves feed-
ing steel workers who walked 
up the hill from the mills. 
The neighborhood is known 
today as Tremont, but when 
Bernie Sokolowski and his 
siblings were growing up, 
everybody called it the Old 
South Side. The trio turned 
the family business into a 

popular destination for visi-
tors, serving huge plates of 
Polish-style comfort food, 
including pierogis, stuffed 
cabbage, Lake Erie perch and 
an assortment of sausages, all 
with a personal touch.

“Whenever you came into 
our place, you didn’t need the 
general manager to make an 

appointment for you to see 
the owner,” said Bernie So-
kolowski. “You just said, ‘I 
want to talk to the owner.’ 
And I came right out.”

Bernie, Mike and Mary 
spent a lot of time at the res-
taurant, talking with custom-

See “Sokolowski’s,” p. 4

by Tom Tarapacki

PARIS — The sports 
world found out that you pro-
nounce Świątek (shvee-ON’-
tek) in Polish.

That’s because Iga 
Świątek became the first Pol-
ish tennis player ever to cap-
ture a major singles title by 
disposing of American Sofia 
Kenn, 6-4, 6-1 in the French 
Open final. 

The unseeded and unher-
alded 19-year-old not only 
soundly defeated her final 
opponent, but had an historic 
run to the title. Over seven 
matches she lost no sets and 
was never extended beyond 
6-4, and knocked out two of 
the top four seeds.

When Świątek arrived in 
Paris she was ranked No. 54 
in the world. She had never 
advanced past the fourth 
round of a major or won a 
title of any kind on the WTA 
Tour. However, during the fi-
nal, NBC commentator John 
McEnroe remarked: “The 
way she’s playing right now, 
it would be hard to imagine 
she wouldn’t win half a dozen 
majors. It’s incredible.” Af-
terwards Steve Fink of ten-
nis.com wrote: “Świątek 
came out of the blocks on 
the most auspicious occasion 
of her career and performed 
with the same verve, tenacity 

and stability she had demon-
strated all tournament long.”

Iga finished high school 
three months ago and wasn’t 
sure if she should commit to 
tennis long-term. She gave 
herself two years to make a 
career of professional tennis 
before deciding on college. 
After her big win, she’s likely 
to rank among the world’s top 
20.

She expressed thanks to 
the Polish people for their 
support, as well as to the 
Polish women tennis players 
who came before her, specifi-

cally former No. 2, Aga Rad-
wanska.

Świątek is a native of 
Warsaw and now lives in the 
nearby village of Raszyn. 
Her father, Tomasz, was an 
Olympic rower who com-
peted in the quadruple sculls 
in the 1988 Olympics, and 
her mother Dorota is a doc-
tor. Aga is coached by former 
national junior player Piotr 
Sierzputowski. She also uti-
lizes a sports psychologist, 
Daria Abramowicz, to help 
her with the mental aspect of 
sports.
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World War II Bomb Explodes 
SWINOUJSCIE, Poland — A World War II bomb at 

the bottom of a Baltic Sea shipping canal, exploded during 
attempt to defuse it. It was the largest unexploded bomb 
ever found in Poland. 

The 5,400kg Tallboy bomb was dropped by the RAF in 
1945 during an attack on a German cruiser Lützow. It was 
rediscovered in September 2019 during works to deepen a 
waterway near the port of Szczecin. 

Swinoujscie was part of Germany and called Swine-
münde at the time of the bombardment.

Navy divers from Poland had rigged a small explosion 
to disarm the bomb but instead it went off. There were no 
injuries.

“The deflagration process turned into detonation. The 
object can be considered neutralized, it will not pose any 
more threat to the Szczecin-Swinoujscie shipping chan-
nel,” said Lt. Cmdr. Grzegorz Lewandowski, spokesman 
for the Polish Navy’s 8th Coastal Defense Flotilla.

The shock of the latest detonation was reportedly felt in 
parts of the city. Internet videos show the blast throwing 
up a large column of water into the air.

Pauline Monks from Jasna Góra Infected 
Tests for the presence of COVID-19 revealed that 25 Pau-

line monks from Jasna Góra monastery in Częstochowa, 
southern Poland, contracted the disease, representatives of 
the sanctuary and health inspectors confirmed.

None of the infected monks were in contact with pa-
rishioners. The monks were accommodated outside the 
monastery; two required hospitalization, while the others 
are in good condition, said an official statement.

Pompeo Congratulates Rau
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo spoke with Polish 

Foreign Minister Zbigniew Rau. Pompeo congratulated 
Rau on his recent appointment and reemphasized the im-
portance of our strong bilateral relationship with Poland. 
The Secretary lauded Poland’s strong leadership role in 
the Three Seas Initiative and its long-term commitment 
to the freedom and independence of Belarus. Pompeo also 
thanked Rau for Poland’s hosting of the third Ministerial 
to Advance Religious Freedom or Belief, which will be 
held virtually November 16-18, said Secretary of State 
spokesman, Morgan Ortagus.

EU Approves Underwater Cable
Member states of the EU approved a European Com-

mission proposal to invest almost 1 billion Euros (about 
1.176 billion USD) in ten energy infrastructure projects, as 
part of the EU’s Connecting Europe Facility.

An electricity cable linking Poland and Lithuania 
through the Baltic Sea will receive a massive injection of 
funds from the EU, as part of efforts to improve energy 
infrastructure in Europe.

In addition to its economic importance, energy infra-
structure is also significant from a security perspective. 
More developed energy infrastructure can help make EU 
member states less dependent on energy supplies from 
other countries, such as Russia.

Don’t Forget the Caviar 
 Poland has long prided itself on being the biggest ex-

porter of apples, while Polish poultry and pork have cus-
tomers the world over. But not much has ever been said 
about caviar.

As it turns out, this country is the third-largest caviar 
producer in Europe. Antonius Caviar, a family company 
from near Olsztyn in northern Poland, is the country’s 
leading exporter of this valued delicacy, which graces the 
tables of the best restaurants in Paris, New York, and Sin-
gapore.

Świątek Stuns Tennis World

Iga Świątek  celebrates with the trophy after winning the 
French Open against Sofia Kenin of the United States. 
Świątek became Poland’s first ever grand slam singles 
champion with a 6-4, 6-1 victory in the French Open final.

Iconic Cleveland Eatery Calls It Quits

Mike, Mary, and Bernie at the James Beard Award ceremo-
ny in 2014.
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Fr. Justin Rosary 
Hour Ends 90 

Years of Service 
to Community
ATHOL SPRINGS, N.Y. 

— “The Rosary Hour did 
a lot of good for the Church 
and for the Polonia. But the 
time has come that, with re-
gret and heartache, we must 
inform you, dear friends, that 
this is the end of broadcasting 
the radio program of Father 
Justin Rosary Hour in Pol-
ish.”

These words, dated Octo-
ber 25, 2020, unceremonious-
ly marked the end the world’s 
oldest-running religious net-
work program in the Polish 
language.

The first Rosary Hour pro-
grams were broadcast from 
what is now Corpus Christi’s 
Saint Maximilian Kolbe Cen-
ter in Buffalo in 1931. 

Its history is well-known. 
In 1926, one of the most popu-
lar Polish language programs 
was on WEBR, a comedy 
sponsored by the Kolipin-
ski Brothers Furniture Store 
about a Polish couple living 
in Buffalo.  In one episode of 
Podeszwa and Kordula, stars 
Sophia Hubert and Louis 
Faltyn joked about divorce. 
They decided it would be best 
to ask their parish priest – 

see “Rosary Hour,” page 4

Yellow Zone 
Status Applied 
to all of Poland
Over 150 Districts 

in Red Zone 

Poland is the latest Eu-
ropean country to reinforce 
the restrictions on its terri-
tory as it faces a second wave 
of COVID-19. On October 
14, Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki announced on 
the new rules. At PAJ press 
time, the list of districts that 
go from the yellow to the red 
zone has also been expanded 
to 152, including 11 voivode-
ship capitals.

Among the restrictions in 
Yellow Zones: limiting ca-
pacity at restaurants; public 
transport’s occupancy shall 
not exceed 50 percent and 
30 percent of seats; sporting 
events will be held without 
an audience; and the closing 
of swimming pools, gyms

See “Zones ...” page 4

STAŚ KMIEĆ PRESENTS HIS 
ANNUAL POLISH CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING GUIDE  — PAGE 9
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by Mark Kohan

Because this paper went the 
press before Election Day, we have 
no way of knowing who will guide 
our country for the next four years.

We received many phone calls 
and letters about both candidates. 
Many said they would vote for 
Trump simply because of his stance 
on abortion (or in defiance of Biden’s 
view). Others said they are pulling 
the lever for former vice president 
because they felt Trump has placed 
his personal interests over those of 
the country, or that Biden’s time 
in Washington has given him the 
political clout needed to enact the 
changes he is calling for.

A list of pros and cons could fill 
every page of this newspaper. I am 
not writing to say one is better than 
the other (although there are a quite 
of few who think they can read be-
tween the lines). 

Mudslinging, lies, distorting 
facts, and single-issue persua-
sive techniques are nothing new 
to this country’s elections, from 
the top seat in Washington to the 
dog catcher in your town. That is 
a given. What is perturbing is the 
divisiveness that results from these 
actions. Some of the phone calls 
and letters we’ve received are at the 
extreme ends of the political spec-
trum. I’ve heard everything from 
“Trump is selling America to Putin 
to pay off his personal debts,” to 
“Biden is selling baby parts.” This 
paper mirrors the voices of Polonia 
and to a larger extent, the voices of 
Poland. One can only imagine some 
of the “theories” the editors of the 
national press are receiving. 

Regardless of who wins, it is 
time to put an end to the discord. 
We must subscribe to higher ide-
als, those on which our country was 
founded and those which brought 
our ancestors to our shores. Dissen-
tion for its own sake leads to deeper 
problems, and knee-jerk reactions 
are disruptive and polarizing. 

“In God We Trust” is the official 
motto of the United States of Amer-
ica for a reason. Let us pray for 
guidance to lead us through these 
troubling times. 

A Time for Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving Day has always 

been a time for family to gather and 
give thanks for family and friends, 
for food and shelter, and for love and 
compassion. All of us will experi-
ence a different holiday this year 
because of the pandemic. Though 
our gatherings may be smaller – or 
not at all – we still have much to 
be grateful for. Do not let that slip 
from your hearts. 

We at the Polish American Jour-
nal also have much to be grateful 
for. We thank our readers whose 
subscriptions allow us to continue 
our mission to promote and pre-
serve our rich and treasured Pol-
ish heritage. Many have told us the 
sense of their ethnicity is a ground-
ing force in their lives. This tells us 
we are doing our job, and that is a 
great compliment.

We thank our advertisers, who 
not only provide us with working 
capital, but—more importantly—
reinforce our heritage by providing 
Polish-related products and servic-
es. Their decision to market their 
goods within Polonia demonstrates 
their genuine interest in our shared 
Polish roots.

Finally, we thank our staff. The 

talent and dedication of our writers, 
artists, photographers, printers and 
mailers, make the Polish American 
Journal the newspaper that it is.

We are very lucky, indeed. And 
for that, we are thankful. Enjoy your 
Thanksgiving Day. Smacznego!

Remember Our Veterans
With pride, we remember each 

soldier, Marine, sailor, airman and 
Coastguardsman who has served 
our country by taking up arms 
when called by our nation in a time 
of need. We thank those in active 
duty for the sacrifices they are mak-
ing. 

While we will not be able to at-
tend Veterans Day services, there 
are many things we still can do to 
honor our nation’s heroes. Here are 
a few from some veteran web sites:

Veterans Day is a great opportu-
nity to fly the flag! Just make sure 
you’re observing the proper rules 
for display. Not sure exactly what 
those are? Check out Military.com’s 
guide to the flag.

If you know a veteran, write a 
simple postcard or e-card that rec-
ognizes them on Veterans Day. If 
you don’t know a veteran, look up 
the closest military installation or 
VA hospital, and send one there. 
Small acts of recognizing some-
one’s service, even anonymously, 
are appreciated.

Find small businesses in your 
area owned by veterans and make it 
a point to shop or eat there. You can 
even make this a community-wide 
campaign with a little effort using 
social media.

Consider making a donation to 
your local Veterans Affairs or to an-
other nonprofit that helps veterans 
and their families. While you can 
donate individually, try to make a 
greater impact by getting friends 
and family involved and set a goal. 

Offer to pay it forward for the 
person behind you in line at the 
store or drive-thru in honor of Vet-
erans Day. Encourage them to do 
the same by leaving them a simple 
card with your message of spread-
ing kindness and encouraging oth-
ers to remember the day. You never 
know — they might be a veteran!

Go to a local cemetery and deco-
rate graves of deceased veterans 
with flowers or flags.

But, with that last note in mind, 
do not confuse Veterans Day and 
Memorial Day. Veterans Day is a 
time to thank those who are serv-
ing or have served and are still with 

us. Memorial Day is to reflect and 
remember those who lost their lives 
in service to their country. Confus-
ing the two or combining the two 
diminishes the importance of both.

New Ways to Remind 
Friends and Family of 
Their Polish Roots

Hard as it might be to believe, 
we will soon be preparing for 
Christmas. From the first star in the 
Christmas Eve sky to enjoying the 
sounds of kolędy, Christmas is a 
great time to be Polish. To add Old 
Country flair to the season, we of-
fer our readers a large selection of 
Polish gifts and holiday items in ad-
vertisements throughout the paper.

At the center of our Christmas 
celebration is the opłatek, or Christ-
mas wafer. We offer these in two 
sizes. In addition to its place at the 
wigilia table, opłatek is often bro-
ken into smaller pieces and mailed 
in Christmas cards to family and 
friends across the miles.

Our center pages are packed 
full of items that make wonderful 
gifts. You may notice that some of 
these items are available from other 
distributors. While you may wish 
to order from other sources—and 
that prerogatve is entirely yours—
please remember the money gener-
ated from sales made through the 
PAJ goes directly back into the pa-
per. We count on income generated 
from our holiday issues to help us 
publish throughout the year.

PAJF News
We are proud to announce the 

Polish American Journal Founda-
tion’s annual scholarship will now 
officially be known as the Jose-
phine Kaszuba-Locke Scholarship. 
Josephine has been a “behind the 
scenes” supporter of the PAJ and 
the Foundation for decades. 

Hats off to you, Josephine, for 
your years of service, and for never 
forgetting the pride in your heri-
tage your parents instilled in you. 
Through you, their memory will 
live on for years to come.

Tax Deduction 
With the year’s end upon us, we 

ask our readers to consider a dona-
tion to the Polish American Journal 
Foundation. It is a 503c non-profit 
organization, the funds of which 
are used for the promotion of Pol-
ish American culture. Learn more 
by turning to page 5 in this month’s 
edition.
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This paper mailed on or before 
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Let the Healing Begin November Q Listopad

1 ALL SAINTS DAY
 1987. Pope John Paul II meets 

with USSR president, Mikhail Gor-
bacev.

2 ALL SOUL’S DAY
 1788. Piotr Stadnicki loans Unit-

ed States $15 million and forms 
the Holland Land Company. 

3 1930. First regular broadcast of 
the weekly Fr. Justin Rosary Hour, 
now the oldest Polish language ra-
dio program in the United States.

4 1612. Russia drives Catholic Poles 
and Lithuanians out of Moscow. 

5 1916. Signing of the Act of Novem-
ber 5th, an act promised the cre-
ation of the Kingdom of Poland out 
of partitions, envisioned by its au-
thors as a puppet state controlled 
by the Central Powers.

6 1860. Birth of Ignancy Jan Pa-
derewski, pianist, statesman and 
prime minister, in Kurylowce, Po-
land (d. 1941).

7 1867. Birth of chemist and physi-
cist Marie Sklodowska Curie (d. 
1934) in Warsaw, Poland. 

8 1946. Fr. Karol Wojtyla (Pope 
John Paul II), says first Mass at his 
parish church in Wadowice.

10 1444. Death at Battle of Varna of 
King Władysław III, king of Poland 
from 1434, and King of Hungary 
from 1440, until his death.

11 ST. MARTIN 
 Goose is traditional meal of the 

day in Poland. A winter weather 
forecast is then made according 
to the color of breastbone–white 
(much snow); mottled (variable 
); black (light); black and white 
(mixed).

12 1892. Birth of Stefan Pawel Mier-
zwa, founder and first director of 
the Kościuszko Foundation. 

13 ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA
15 1916. Death of Henryk Sienkie-

wicz, 70, Nobel literature prize 
winner, in Vevey, Switzerland. 

16 1794. General Tomasz Wawrzecki 
(1753–1816) surrenders to Russian 
troops, marking the end of the 
Kościuszko Uprising.

17 1370. Coronation of Louis of Hun-
gary.

18 1986. Solidarity admitted to the 
International Labor Organization.

19 1942. Bruno Schulz (b.1892), Pol-
ish writer and graphic artist, shot 
and killed by a German officer (a 
rival of Schulz’s German protector) 
while walking back home toward 
Drohobycz Ghetto. Born to Jew-
ish parents, he is regarded as one 
of the great Polish-language prose 
stylists of the 20th century. 

20 1815. Krakow declares itself a free 
republic.

21 1855. Founding of the Felician 
Sister order.

 Jaka pogoda w Ofiarowanie służy, 
taka się na całą zimę wróży.

 What the weather offers today, win-
ter will bring this way.

22 1980. Eighteen Communist Party 
secretaries in 49 provinces were 
ousted in Poland. Edward Gierek 
(d.2001), Communist boss, was 
among them.

23 1881. First issue of Polish National 
Alliance publication Zgoda. 

25  ST. CATHERINE
 After World War I, St. Catherine 

Church became a symbol of Polish 
patriotism as the church of Polish 
army.

26 1913. Russia forbids Polish con-
gregation of speakers.

27 1958. Death of Artur Rodzinski (b. 
1892), Polish conductor and com-
poser.

28 1806. French forces led by Joachim 
Murat, Marshal and Grand Admiral 
of France, entered Warsaw.

29 ST. ANDREW’S EVE
 Andrzejki brings a fortune telling 

for mostly unmarried young la-
dies. Rituals predict which female 
in the household will get married 
next or help to describe the man 
they will marry.

30 ST. ANDREW
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POLISH CHILDREN’S HEARTLINE (a non-profit corporation, State of New Jersey) begins its 35th year of helping children. An all volunteer non-profit organi-
zation receiving generous donations from Polonia and American supporters makes it possible for over 2000 Polish children to be treated annually by cardiac surgeons and physi-
cians in hospitals in Poland. As requested, equipment critical to pediatric care is provided to seven hospitals in Zabrze, Katowice, Lodz, Suwalki, Bialystok, Grajewo, and Ostroleka. 
Contributions may be made in memory of and/or honor of family and friends. Each donation is tax exempt and acknowledged. We thank you for your support and ask for your 
continued support for much help is still needed. ” If we don’t help our Polish children, who will?” —Doreen Patras Cramer, President

THIS PAGE SPONSORED BY

For information call (732) 680-0680 or write POLISH CHILDREN’S HEARTLINE, INC., 177 BROADWAY, CLARK, NJ 07066. e-mail: childshart@aol.com website: PolishChildrensHeartline.org
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We welcome letters. Letters should 
be brief and to the point, and are 
subject to editing. Because of space 
limitations, we cannot print all letters 
received. 

All letters must contain signature, 
address, and daytime phone number 
for verification. Send letters to the edi-
tor to: editor@polamjournal.com, re: 
Speak Up; or the PAJ at P.O. Box 271, N. 
Boston, NY 14110.

Letters asking for researching or 
other information must contain a self-
addressed stamped envelope, and are 
answered on a as-time-permits basis. 
Due to the amount of e-mail received, 
we cannot respond to all e-mail inqui-
ries.

Editor:
My name is Jerzy Miskiewicz 

and I am the director of the Polish 
Diaspora Center in Minsk (https://
polonicum.by/). The center edu-
cates children and youth of Polish 
origin. We are also open to people 
who are not related to Poland. 

At the Center, we place great 
emphasis on education according 
to the best examples of Polishness. 
The activity of the Center is com-
prehensive. In addition to learning 
Polish, we provide mathematics, 
biology, and history classes. We 
also organize recitation, spelling, 
and historical competitions as well 
as celebrations on the occasion of 
Polish national holidays. The com-
prehensive activity of the Center is 
based on the involvement of the lo-
cal Polish community, teachers and 
parents. Thanks to their hard work, 
the development of Polish education 
in Belarus is possible.

Due to the situation in Belarus 
and the increasing pressure from 
the authorities on our Center, I have 

made a decision to ask for help. The 
beginning of the school year is ap-
proaching, we cannot order text-
books. Due to concerns about the 
authorities’ reaction from potential 
landlords, the Center has problems 
renting out premises to conduct ac-
tivities. In addition, an administra-
tive procedure was initiated against 
the Center due to “illegal” advertis-
ing of education in Poland.

We are open to any form of help, 
including in-kind donations (e.g. 
educational aids, cleaning products, 
and Christmas packages), cash do-
nations, training for teachers, trips, 
support for the Centre’s initiatives 
and scholarships for the most out-
standing students.

We will be grateful for any help 
or spreading the appeal for help.

Jerzy Miskiewicz
Polish Diaspora Center in Minsk 

Republic of Belarus
Minsk, St. Kalinin, 9.

+375 (44) 5 471 471
info@polonicum.by 

web site: polonicum.by

SPEAK UP

Polish Center in Minsk asks 
American Polonia for Assistance

PALM BEACH GARDENS, 
Fla. — Five female firefighters at 
Palm Beach Gardens Fire Rescue 
are making history as the first-ev-
er all women’s crew was called to 
serve as a team.

“We’re breaking barriers,” said 
Krystyna Heiser Krakowski, rescue 
lieutenant at Palm Beach Gardens 
Fire Rescue. “It’s the first time we 
had in our department a female as 
a captain, a driver, a firefighter, res-

cue lieutenant, and a medic,” she 
added.

“Women can do it too,” said Kra-
kowski.

It’s the first time this has hap-
pened since the department was es-
tablished in 1963.

“There were more laughs and 
jokes unfortunately at the men’s ex-
pense, you know because we were 
running the show,” Krakowski said 
laughing.

All jokes aside, the men there 
say it was a momentous occasion 
for them, too.

“That day the stars aligned and it 
happened to be the day that Justice 
Ruth Ginsburg passed away as well, 
so it made the event even more spe-
cial,” said James Ippolito, deputy 
fire chief of operations, Palm Beach 
Gardens Fire Rescue.

Krakowski says her message to 
the next generation of female fire-
fighters is to keep breaking those 
glass ceilings.

“We can do anything, we are ca-
pable of anything, don’t let anyone 
stop you,” she added.

Crew of All-female Firefighters 
Makes History in Florida

Krystyna Krakowski, center, and her team at Palm Beach Gardens Fire 
Rescue.

KATOWICE, Poland — Scien-
tists from two universities in Ka-
towice — the University of Silesia 
and the Medical University of Sile-
sia – have developed a clip which 
facilitates melanoma diagnosis. 

Chances of curing skin cancer 
depend on the thickness of the tu-
mor and if the tumor is small, surgi-
cal removal of that tumor can pro-
mote full recovery. The new clip, 
which provides more data than the 
traditional dermatoscope, enables 

more extensive examination of skin 
structure, said Dr. Robert Koprows-
ki of the University of Silesia.

The clip, which looks similar to a 
clothes pin, attaches to a fold of skin 
where the discoloration or mole is, 
and throws a light beam to receivers 
on one arm of the clip. The width of 
the mole and other data can then be 
observed, resulting in a quicker di-
agnosis and determining treatment 
parameters with fewer errors, said 
Dr. Koprowski.

New Clip Aids Cancer Diagnosis

INTERNATIONAL

Polish, Ukrainian 
presidents call for 

end to “illegal 
occupation” of Crimea
KIEV (PAP) — The presidents 

of Poland and Ukraine issued a joint 
declaration calling for an end to the 
“illegal occupation” of Crimea and 
to “ongoing aggression” in Donbas.

Poland’s Andrzej Duda, who 
was on a three-day visit to Ukraine, 
and his counterpart Volodymyr 
Zelensky also stressed “the right of 
citizens of all countries to decide on 
their future as a result of democrat-
ic elections.”

Russia seized Crimea from 
Ukraine in 2014 and annexed it af-
ter a referendum that Kiev and its 
Western allies say was illegal. The 
Ukrainian government has been 
embroiled in a conflict with pro-
Russian separatists in the Donbas 
region of eastern Ukraine since 
2014.

In Belarus, which neighbors both 
Poland and Ukraine, protests have 
been ongoing since a disputed Aug. 
9 presidential election that the op-
position has denounced as rigged.

The declaration signed by the 
Polish and Ukrainian presidents in 
Kiev also focused on trade ties, in-
cluding “full use of the opportuni-
ties offered by the Polish and Ukrai-
nian markets.”

Zelensky thanked Poland for 
being a “driving force “in bring-
ing Ukraine closer to the European 
Union.

“Our strategic goal is full mem-
bership of the EU… We hope that 
Poland’s presidency of the EU 
Council in 2025 will be conducive 
to achieving this goal,” said Zelen-
sky.
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and pitching in to help with the 
cooking to maintain quality con-
trol. That attention to detail at-
tracted fans from across the coun-
try, including the late food writer 
Anthony Bourdain. In 2014, So-
kolowski’s won the James Beard 
“American Classics” Award, fur-

ther cementing the reputation of the 
restaurant and attracting long lines 
on the weekends.

They tried offering carryout 
meals after the pandemic hit, but 
that didn’t last long.

“There wasn’t enough volume of 
business coming in,” Bernie said. 
“We weren’t making enough to 
cover a lot of our expenses.”

But, the shutdown also brought 
other things into focus. Long days 
at the restaurant were starting to 
take their toll on the 65-year-old So-
kolowski, not to mention the rem-
nants of a college football career.

“I had knee replacements, hip 
replacements, shoulder back sur-
gery, you know, to nose jobs,” he 
said. “I could go on, you know. You 
come to a time where I want to en-
joy my life.”

With the new towpath recreation 
trail snaking right alongside his 
building, Sokolowski also knows 
he’s sitting on a valuable piece of 
land, with spectacular views of the 
Cuyahoga Valley and the city sky-
line.

“It is a good chunk of property 
there,” he said. “And, you know, of 
course, there’s a lot of history there 
with us.”

And that history is what makes 
it tough to give it up. But, he fig-
ures now is a good time to make the 
move.

“I think what I’m going to miss 
the most is the friendships that I 
made, that we’ve all made,” he said.

The PAJF is a non-profit 
501c3 organization es-
tablished to promote 
Polish and Polish Ameri-

can culture and traditions among 
members of the public and oth-
er Polish and Polish American 
groups. It does this by organizing 
and supporting special events, 
networking, and providing consul-
tation to individuals and groups, 
which seek to learn more about 
the Polish community in the Unit-
ed States. 

As a national newspaper serving 
Polish immigrants and their de-
scendents since 1911, the Polish 
American Journal has a unique 
perspective on the shortfalls — 
primarily funding — that have pre-
vented many great projects from 
getting off the ground. We also 
have grown increasingly frustrated 
to see students — future leaders, who are passionate 
about Polonia — seek other areas of study because 
they could not secure something as simple as airfare 
to study in Poland or abroad. Likewise, we see so 
many talented academicians, scholars, artists, folk 
groups — the list goes on — whose special projects or 
areas of study have been dropped for lack of funds. In 
many cases, state or federal arts or cultural funding 
is available, but these groups cannot afford process-
ing fees to meet application requirements. It is time 
to start helping our own.

MEMBERSHIP. Donations are accepted in any 
amount. All donations will be acknowledged and 
may be used as charitable contributions on your tax 
return. As a member, you can suggest any worth-
while cause: a donation to a local Polish American 
museum; veteran’s group; scholarship fund; dance 
group, etc. Our board reviews these suggestions and 
creates a ballot of the most-requested causes/recipi-
ents, which will then be voted on by current mem-
bers. (Membership is yearly, starting with the date 
of your most recent donation). All members reserve 
the right to abstain from being a voting member. 
Membership levels start at “Friend of the PAJF” (Any 
amount up to $49.99); “Individual” ($50.00); “Family” 
($100.00); “Sustaining” ($250.00); “Patron” ($500.00); 

“Benefactor” ($1,000.00); and “Chairman’s Circle” 
($2,500.00 or more).

DONATIONS OF $50.00 OR MORE entitle the mem-
ber for a courtesy subscription to the Polish Ameri-
can Journal. If you wish to give this as a gift, please 
provide recipient’s name and address on a separate 
piece of paper.

SINCE 1911, the Polish American Journal has been 
an advocate for Poles and their descendants in the 
United States. Help us utilize over a century of the 
Polish American experience to support those who 
share our core values of strong family, faith, and com-
munity. 

PRIVACY. The PAJF is the sole owner of the informa-
tion provided by its members. The PAJF will not sell, 
share, or rent this information to others. It will be 
used solely for record-keeping and correspondence.

To learn more or to make a donation, write or call:

POLISH AMERICAN 
JOURNAL FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 198
BOWMANSVILLE, NY 14026
(800) 422-1275
(716) 312-8088

PLEASE HELP US HELP OUR OWN COMMUNITY. JOIN THE... 

Polish American Journal Foundation

Your support of the Polish American Journal Foundation underlines our 
efforts to share over a century of knowledge with the next generation. 
All donations to the PAJF are tax-deductible.

PAJF

A sincere “THANK YOU” for your donation to the PAJ PRESS 
FUND: Tom Bania, San Diego, Calif.; Dr. John Niziol., Clifton, N.J.; 
Mike Ostrowski, Warren, Mich.; Dennis Piotrowski, Torrance, Calif.; 
and two Friends of the PAJ. Dziękujemy wam wszystkim! The PAJ 
thanks all who donated.

In 1978, a voluntary fund-raising campaign was launched by a group 
of loyal readers of the Polish American Journal entitled “We Love the 
PAJ Press Fund” in order to help cover rising postage, material 

and production costs.
Donations to the PAJ Press Fund are also used to support our reader 

services (postage, telephone, research, etc.), provide newsclippers with 
stamps and envelopes, and cover extraordinary expenses in producing 
the paper, most recently, replacing a computer workstation. The Pol-
ish American Journal is not a profit-making venture. Thanks to its 
dedicated staff, the PAJ is pub lished as a “public service” for American 
Polonia. 

Donations to the PAJ Press Fund will be acknowledged in the paper 
unless otherwise directed by the contributor.

SUPPORT THE PAJ PRESS FUND

MAIL TO:  PAJ PRESS FUND 
 POLISH AMERICAN JOURNAL
 P.O. BOX 271, NORTH BOSTON, NY 14110-0271
I want to make sure the POLISH AMERICAN JOURNAL continues 
its service to American Polonia. 
Enclosed is my contribution of $______

NAME

ADDRESS
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Please [ ] include [ ] do not include
my name in your list of contributors.

SOKOLOWSKI’S UNIVERSITY INN. The famous Polish-American eat-
ery won the James Beard “American Classics” award in 2014, and was 
favorite destination for foodies visiting Cleveland.

Sokolowski’s. Owners say friends will be missed
continued from cover

– Fr. Justin Figas, OFM, Conv., 
at Corpus Christi Church – about 
the topic. At the audience’s request, 
Fr. Justin came on the next week 
and gave an entertaining talk about 
the Church and divorce.

His appearance on the show be-
came the buzz of the community. 
Soon, Fr. Justin hosted his own 
segment, which grew into a sepa-
rate show. It consisted of a religious 
rendition by a choir, followed by 
introductory remarks, and the in-
troduction of Fr. Justin who gave a 
20-to-30-minute talk. He covered a 
wide range of topics: Catholic doc-
trine, alcoholism, economic prob-
lems, and youthful behavior. In his 
last season (1959), his show was 
carried on 73 stations across the 
country and reached a weekly audi-
ence estimated at five million peo-
ple. At one point the Rosary Hour 
was receiving over 80,000 letters a 

year.
Rosary Hour manager Jerry Ko-

rnowicz confirmed the final broad-
cast and said a decline in listeners 
was behind the decision. He added 
that while the radio broadcasts will 
end, the Rosary Hour “is not going 
out of business.” It will, he said, 
continue with Masses and novenas. 
The shrine located next to St. Fran-
cis High School in Athol Springs, 
will remain open. The website will 
still offer archival recordings of 
programs in English and Polish.  
Translating and the promotion of Fr. 
Justin’s work will continue.

The Rosary Hour invites you to 
listen to a special reminiscences 
program with the recorded voice of 
Fr. Cornelian Dende, OFM, Conv. – 
second director of the program. He 
will share the history of the Rosary 
Hour. This broadcast can be heard 
on the radio or internet at www.ro-
saryhour.com.

Rosary Hour

continued from cover

and aquaparks.
The number of people at wed-

dings and other celebrations is lim-
ited to 20, with no possibility of 
dancing.

In districts (powiats), which 
have qualified as red, the rules are 
even stricter. In addition to what is 
applicable in the yellow zone, they 
go even further: limiting the num-
ber of people in retail outlets to 5 
people per cash desk; banning the 
organization of special events (wed-
dings, funerals; during religious 
ceremonies there can be no more 
than 1 person per seven square me-
ters; and public assemblies may be 
attended by up to 10 people.

“Fighting the pandemic is our 

most important task. All our activi-
ties are subordinated to this. There 
is nothing more important for the 
government than ensuring the 
safety and health of Poles, Prime 
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki was 
quoted saying on the Government’s 
website.

He also explained that govern-
ment’s strategy to combat the pan-
demic has three main goals – to 
support seniors, to give adequate 
access to treatment for patients with 
COVID-19 and to enact anti-pan-
demic measures that have the least 
impact on the economy and every-
day life of Poles. The measures will 
be in place for at least several weeks 
and will be reassessed if the pan-
demic situation demands it.

— TheMayor.EU

Zones. Public safety most important
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by Benjamin Fiore, S.J.

Bishop Rick Stika, bishop 
of Knoxville, Tenn., questioned 
claims by Joseph Biden and Nancy 
Pelosi that they are “faithful Catho-
lics.” He sees their promotion of 
unlimited abortion, defeat of the 
Hyde Amendment (that prohibits 
use of public funds for abortion), as 
evidence that they support “the ulti-
mate child abuse and human rights 
violation of the death of the unborn” 
in opposition to the Catholic Cate-
chism and perennial and unchange-
able Church teaching that abortion 
is gravely contrary to the moral law. 

He also tweeted, “I hope some-
day her (Pelosi’s) portrait will be 
removed from the Capital as she did 
of those who supported slavery. No 
difference.” 

Jesuit Fr. James Martin leapt 
to their defense and declared that a 
bishop ought not question the “per-
sonal faith” of Catholic politicians. 
He also suggested that only on the 
one point of abortion did the two 
dissent from Catholic teaching. 

In a speedy reply to this, Do-
minican Fr. Pius Pietrzyk noted 
that they both also defend same-sex 
marriage, another departure from 
Catholic teaching and belief.

Fr. Martin went on to chide the 
bishop for not criticizing the presi-
dent for his “unchristian” policies. 
He did not explain, however, how 
the bishop is not qualified to cri-
tique Catholics but is qualified to 
judge the policies of a non-Catholic.

Springfield, Illinois’ Bishop 
Thomas Paprocki echoed Bishop 
Stika about the presidential can-
didate Biden and urged voters to 
compare the platforms of the two 
parties. The Democratic platform 
promotes abortion, calls for taxpay-
er funding of abortion and the ap-
pointment of pro-abortion judges. 
Biden also pledges to restore the 
mandate that churches, businesses, 
colleges and religious orders (the 
Little Sisters of the Poor) provide 
coverage for abortion pills in their 
employees’ health insurance plans.

The Republican platform, on the 
other hand, asserts “the sanctity of 
human life and affirms that the un-
born child has a fundamental right 

to life which cannot be infringed.” 

Missing Catholic Mass 
is a Grave Sin

Milwaukee’s archbishop Jerome 
E. Listecki reinstated the Sunday 
Mass obligation in a blog post where 
he stated: “Those who deliberately 
fail to attend Sunday Mass commit 
a grave sin.” He went on to explain, 
“Fear of getting sick, in and of it-
self, does not excuse someone from 
the obligation. However, if the fear 
is generated because of at risk fac-
tors, such a pre-existing conditions, 
age or compromised immune sys-
tems, then the fear would be suffi-
cient to excuse from the obligation.” 

He also explained that if a person 
is ill they should remain at home 
and so too should someone who is at 
risk or is caring from a sick person, 
even if they are not sick. 

The archbishop is thus calling on 
the faithful to make a serious con-
sideration of their situation and the 
traditional obligation. 

Labor Heroes Graves 
Restored and Blessed

The restored and refurbished 
gravestone of Casimer Mazurek 
was blessed in a ceremony 101 
years after his burial in Holy Cross 
Cemetery, Lackawanna, N.Y. 

Mazurek, a World War I hero, 
was shot by steel company guards 
who fired into a crowd of strikers, 
their wives, and children during a 
demonstration at the Bethlehem 
Steel Plant gates in 1920. 

A fellow Polish American, Ma-
ciej Buczkowski, buried nearby, 
was also killed in the incident and a 
child was seriously wounded.

Mazurek’s toppled gravestone 
was rediscovered last year and he 
was commemorated in a ceremony. 
The stone cross was subsequently 
placed upright, cleaned, and will be 
further embellished. 

Buczkowski’s damaged grave-
stone will also be restored. 

Michigan Dominicans 
Flourishing

The Dominican Sisters of Mary, 
Mother of the Eucharist, welcomed 
18 new postulants in August at their 

convent in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
the largest number in their 23-year 
long history. The now 150-strong 
congregation face a “different kind 
of vocations crisis,” since they 
have more applicants than available 
room. 

Sr. Joseph Andrew Bogda-
nowicz, the vocations director, had 
to change her mode of contacting 
prospective postulants from face-
to-face retreats and conferences to 
internet messages and Zoom meet-
ings. The lockdowns experienced 
because of the COVID epidemic led 
the women to greater time for prayer 
and introspection and showed them 
how much the sacraments meant 
to them, once they were no longer 
available. 

Sr. Bogdanowicz now makes full 
use of the sisters’ digital platform, 
golegital.org to prepare talks and 
podcasts. A discernment retreat is 
also scheduled for November both 
in person and live streamed. “I am 
convinced that our number of voca-
tions will increase,” she said, “far 
more in the young women who will 
enter in 2021, because where the 
challenge abounds, God’s grace 
abounds all the more.”

Bishop Rebukes  
Anti-Vaccine Priest

Archbishop Bernard Hebda, 
archbishop of St. Paul-Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota, rebuked one of the 
priests who, in a homily, rejected 
the three U.S.-backed coronavirus 
vaccines, currently being tested. 
The moral grounds behind Fr. 
Robert Altier’s homily included 
the report that one of the vaccines 
uses cells of aborted babies. Anoth-
er of the three, he said, is designed 
to change the RNA in one’s body 
to fight the virus. Hebda objected 
to the use of a homily to speculate 
on biological and medical details. 
He also researched the issue and 
contested six of the many points in 
the homily. Hebda asked Altier not 
to talk about the coronavirus in his 
homilies but allowed him to give 
talks on the subject outside of Mass.

Happy Anniversary to…
Felician Sisters (CSSF) in Buf-

falo celebrating their Jubilees: 75 
years - Sr. M. Bronisia Muzalews-
ki, Sr. M. Maxine Kaminski; 70 
years - Sr. M. John Lawicki, Sr. 
M. Josanne Buszek, Sr. M. Mark 
Janik, Sr. M. Michele Mazur, Sr. 
M. Thomas Frys; 60 years - Sr. 
M. Blaise Surlas, Sr. M. Lori-
anne Tykczynski, Sr. M. Kenneth 
Mondrala, Sr. Patricia AnnMarie 
Sylvester, Sr. M. Ruth Warejko; 
50 years - Sr. M. Therese Ann 
Parobek

Sto lat to …
Buffalo N.Y. diocesan clergy 

appointed to direct parishes: Fr. 
Robert Wozniak, administrator of 
St. Pius X parish in Getzville; Fr. 
Peter Napierkowski, administra-
tor of Assumption parish in Buffalo 
... Buffalo RC diocese welcomes 
the Sisters Servants of the Most 
Sacred Heart, who will serve at 
Our Lady of Częstochowa parish in 
North Tonawanda.

A subscription to the 
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PUBLICATION OF PRAYERS. The Polish American Journal gladly accepts prayers ads for publication. 
They must be received by the 10th of each month, prior to the month of publication, and must be 
pre-paid at the cost of $15.00 each, which can be paid by check or charge. If you have any questions 
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POPE FRANCIS’S PRAYER TO MARY DURING CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC. O Mary, you always shine 
on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at 
the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm. You, Salvation of Your People, know what we 
need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feast-
ing after this time of trial.  Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to 
do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead 
us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy 
Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O 
glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. V.T.

WARE, Mass. — The Very Rev. 
Fryderyk S. Banas, pastor of Holy 
Cross Parish, Polish National Cath-
olic Church, prayerfully observed 
his 70th anniversary of ordination 
to the Holy Priesthood on Octo-
ber 19. It was on that day in 1950 
he received the sacrament of Holy 
Orders in St. Stanislaus B&M Ca-
thedral in Scranton, Pa. by the late 
Rt. Rev. John A. Misiaszek, along 
with five other deacons. A special 
blessing was bestowed on the neo-
presbyters by the late Prime Bishop 
Francis Hodur, organizer of the 
Polish National Catholic Church, 
who in his homily urged them to be 
good priests, working for the good 
of our people and promoting and 
preaching the Good News of the 
Lord and giving testimony to what 
is preached by living it in daily life. 
Prime Bishop Hodur stressed very 
deeply that we labor for cause and 
growth of the Polish National Cath-
olic Church throughout our lives, 
be it in the United States, Poland or 
Canada.

The Very Rev. Fryderyk S. Ba-
nas is the son of the late Valeria and 
Stanley Banas, a native son of the 
Holy Mother of the Rosary Parish, 
Chicopee, Mass.

by Margaret  
Zotkiewicz-Dramczyk

Toledo’s St. Hedwig Church was 
the mother church of the Poles in 
Toledo. Her “offspring” included St. 
Anthony (founded 1881), St. Adal-
bert (founded 1907), St. Stanislaus 
(founded 1908), Nativity (founded 
1922), and St. Hyacinth (found-
ed 1927). Most of these parishes 
closed, with the exceptions being 
St. Hyacinth located on Parkside 
Boulevard, and St. Adalbert, lo-
cated blocks from St. Hedwig on 
LaGrange Street. 

In 2010, St. Adalbert Parish and 
St. Hedwig parishes merged into Ss. 
Adalbert & Hedwig Parish. In 2014, 
once it was determined that the St. 
Hedwig building had deteriorated 
to the point of being unsafe, all 
Masses were celebrated on the St. 
Adalbert campus. The St. Hedwig 
building was sold, and much of the 

contents were sent to other parish-
es, carrying on the heritage of St. 
Hedwig.

A statue of St. Hedwig was re-
moved from the front of the build-
ing and taken to St. Adalbert. On 
October 10, 2020 the St. Hedwig 
Shrine at St. Adalbert was dedi-
cated by Toledo’s Bishop, Daniel 
Thomas, at a special ceremony at 
the 4:00 p.m. Mass. The shrine will 
incorporate the old statue of St. 
Hedwig, the cornerstone of the old 
church, plus a plaque commemo-
rating the former pastors and prin-
cipals of St. Hedwig school, along 
with a history of St. Hedwig Parish.

This shrine will complement the 
shrine to Pope John Paul II which 
sits next to St. Adalbert church in 
view of travelers on LaGrange 
Street and nearby neighborhood 
roads. 

Both will serve as reminders of 
our rich Polish heritage.  

Are Biden and Pelosi Catholic?The Very Rev. Fryderyk S. Banas 
Observes 70th Anniversary

The Very Rev. Fryderyk S. Banas, 
pastor of Holy Cross Parish, Polish 
National Catholic Church, was or-
dained October 19, 1950.

TOLEDO POLONIA

St. Hedwig Shrine on the St. Adalbert Campus 
Dedicated by Toledo Bishop Daniel Thomas

AIR CONDITIONING • MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

CMC 056913 • ESTABLISHED 1997

CHUCK SREDINSKI
PRESIDENT

5910 TAYLOR RD., UNIT 105
NAPLES FLA 34109

(239) 248-4022

P.O. BOX 110594
NAPLES, FL 34108-0110

NAPLESCHUCK@AOL.COM

www.cnsindustriesinc.com

The statue of St. Hedwig, which once stood in front St. Hedwig’s on La-
Grange Street, was taken to St. Adalbert’s. The parishes merged in 2010.

MILESTONES

Featuring Polish History and Culture
OPEN 10:00 a.m. TO 4:00 p.m. • FREE ADMISSION

January through April • Monday to Friday
May through December • Monday to Saturday

Gift Shop is Open During Regular Exhibit Hall Hours
Closed on Holidays

Visit Us on the Internet: www.polishamericancenter.org

POLISH AMERICAN
CULTURAL CENTER

308 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

(215) 922-1700
When You’re in Philadelphia’s Historic 

District, Visit The Polish American 
Cultural Center Museum Exhibit Hall
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Reviewed by Mark Dillon

DYING ECHOES
Memoirs of the War 1914-1920
by Stanislaw Kawczak
English translation, introduction 
by Andrew Kavchak 
ISBN-13:9781705880210

The passing of many 100-year 
anniversaries has generated excel-
lent histories and documentaries 
about the Eastern Front of World 
War I and Polish-Soviet War. From 
the mustering of conscripted troops 
for Kaiser, Emperor and Czar to 
the Miracle of the Vistula, the top-
down story and all its nuances are 
chronicled in multiple ways.

Dying Echoes: Memoirs of the 
War 1914-1920 offers a different, 
ground-view window into that pe-
riod, as it is the personal account 
of Stanisław Kawczak, a Pole from 
Nowy Sącz serving in the 20th In-
fantry Regiment of the Austrian 
Hungarian Army and in the Polish 
Army in what is now Ukraine after 
Polish independence in 1918.

Kawczak’s grandson Andrew 
Kavchak of Toronto has published 
in English a work first published 
in Poland in 1936 (Milknące Echa: 
Wspomnienia z Wojny 1914-1920) 
that, at the time, was considered 
one of the best memoirs of its kind, 
perhaps with a similar impact in Po-
land that All Quiet on the Western 
Front had when first published in 
Germany in 1929. 

Unlike Erich Remanque’s novel 
or The Good Soldier Svejk: and His 
Fortunes in the World War, written 
by Czech anarchist Jaroslav Hasek, 
Dying Echoes,is not a work of fic-
tion with an anti-war agenda. Rath-
er it is vivid chronicle that richly 
conveys Poles’ mixed emotions, 
conflicting loyalties and day-to-day 
battlefield hardships in the unvar-
nished language of the time. 

As such it offers a third or fourth 
generation Polish American the op-
portunity to learn what happened 
to the generation their 19th cen-
tury ancestors left behind in parti-
tioned Poland, in their own words. 

One marches with the men in their 
footsteps carrying 65 lb packs, 
weeps with Polish and Ukrainian 
women as the dead are taken away 
in horse-drawn carts and villages 
are burned. A bit of personal dis-
closure: brothers and cousins of my 
grandfather served in the same 20th 
Infantry regiment. 

Kawczak, who rose from the 
ranks from corporal to captain, 
was among the founding members 
of a secret group of Polish officers 
known as Freedom (Wolność). On 
October 31, 1918, two weeks before 
the end of the war, he led a blood-
less coup to take control of Nowy 
Sącz for Poland from the Austrian-
Hungarian military. His regiment 
had the unenviable task of facing 
hostilities and border disputes with 
neighboring countries for two more 
years. Kawczak describes his expe-
riences fighting Ukrainian nation-
alists, Czech invaders in early 1919 
and Bolshevik Russians in 1920.

Dying Echoes also depicts 
Kawszak unit’s engagement in the 
Italian campaign.  In a sense it 
is the other side of Hemingway’s 
1929 novel Farewell to Arms. Like 
Hemingway, Kawszak’s prose is 
rich in graphic, journalistic-qual-
ity detail and description, giving 
a reader a full sense of slogging 
through the mud and icy cold rain, 
the terror that comes with battle and 
the fog of war and its brutal after-
math. 

There is, however, one impor-
tant difference between the Western 
literary view of the Great War and 
this Polish perspective. Rather than 
Hemingway’s soul-searching, self-
absorbed “Lost Generation,” for 
men like Kawczak the end of par-
titioned rule in Poland and victory 
over the Bolsheviks initiated a pe-
riod of national rebirth and renewed 
confidence. In the 1920s, Stanislaw 
Kawczak earned a law degree from 
Jagiellonian University and was ac-
tively involved in building the Sec-
ond Polish Republic.

However, the Renaissance was 
not to last. In September 1939, as 
Poland was invaded by her two evil 
neighbors – Nazi Germany and 
the Soviet Union. Kawczak again 
reported for duty with the Polish 
Army. During the conflict, he was 
taken prisoner by the Russians and 
became one of the 22,000 soldiers 
and civilians murdered at Katyn in 
the spring of 1940.

Kawczak’s book, banned in Po-
land during the Communist era, 
was reprinted in Polish in 1991. In 
2003, translator Marta Brzeski pro-
duced a finished work in English 
that Kawczak’s grandson published 
in Canada last November and is 
now available in the U.S.

Dying Echoes is available at 
Amazon.com in paperback, and on 
Kindle.

by Mary E. Lanham

THE MOONSTONERS 
by Barbara J. Dzikowski
Wiara Books, 2019, 370 pgs.

Set against the turbulent back-
drop of the 1960s, begins the saga 
of two families that become irrevo-
cably intertwined. While one wom-
an is trying to escape her traumatic 
past, two brothers each want to be-
come part of her future. 

When Noël Trudeau, a young 
single mother, appears in Ricky 
Ziemny’s life, he is captivated. He 
can’t stop thinking about her, and 
soon, Noël, despite her misgivings 
starts seeing him. But when she 
meets Ricky’s brother, Leon, she 
is smitten. Noël is forced to make a 
choice between letting her family’s 
secrets overshadow her life or to 
begin a new pattern with her young 
son.

As the 1960s unfolds, so do 
the struggles of the Ziemny and 
Trudeau families. Noël slowly re-
veals her family’s secrets to her 
neighbors and to Leon in an effort 

to come to terms with them.
Dzikowski skillfully lays out 

fully fleshed-out and flawed charac-
ters without flinching. The Ziemny 
brothers each have their own fail-
ings and Noël is caught in the mid-
dle. She, in particular, examines 
the costs and benefits of love as her 
dark past colors the way she sees 
the world and what she feels that 

she deserves. The excerpt below, 
exemplifies this.

“As Noël listened, a feeling of 
overwhelming joy was envelop-
ing her. She thought about Walt’s 
enchanting version of the first 
Christmas and their little kitch-
en back home, transformed into 
the sacred birth space. When 
Leon slipped his arm across 
her shoulders, she felt euphoric. 
Here she was, sitting between 
Leon and Walt, feeling safer and 
more loved than she had a right 
to feel.”

This, the first book in the Moon 
Trilogy is an alluring read that 
leaves the reader waiting in antici-
pation for more.

Barbara J. Dzikowski has de-
grees in philosophy and counsel-
ing. She is the author of Searching 
for Lincoln’s Ghost and the second 
book in the Moon Trilogy, The Last 
Moon Before Home, in which the 
family saga continues. She current-
ly lives in the Midwest and is work-
ing on the last book in the trilogy.

NEW BOOKS

reviewed by 
Barbara Betlejewska

THE LIFE OF MAREK ZACZEK 
Volume 1 of 3: Under 
the Wings of Eagles
by David Trawinski 
442 pages
5.98 x 1.13 x 9.02 inches
Outskirts Press, 2020

The Life of Marek Zaczek is a 
historical novel of a peasant boy 
named Marek. He is born in south-
ern Poland on a Polish Duke’s estate 
( folwark) just outside the village of 
Wieliczka in 1772, right on the eve 
of the first of three Partitions of Po-
land.

The novel follows Marek as he 
grows to become a man of twenty-
five. If your grandparents come 
from Southern Poland, as mine do, 
you will never visit or think of the 
famous salt mine of Wieliczka, six 
miles southeast of Kraków, in the 
same fashion ever again. The image 
of Marek’s father laboring in servi-
tude under horribly abusive condi-
tions mining salt will quickly come 
to mind. Excavations in this royal 
salt mine began in the 13th century 
and continued until 2007. Wieliczka 
is one of the world’s oldest operat-
ing salt mines, a 1978 UNESCO 
World Heritage site, and is one of 
the top tourist attractions of Poland. 
If you take a tour and walk among 
the grottoes and see the incredibly 
beautiful salt chapels filled with salt 

sculptures, you will think of Polish 
peasants (such as some of my ances-
tors no doubt), toiling endlessly in 
the salty and dusty near-darkness. 
The peasant miners often spent an 
entire week underground, often 
only emerging on Saturday. They 
would carve the sculptures in the 
evenings as a way to help tolerate 
their miserable work lives. Marek’s 
father would often bring him a clev-
erly carved salt toy. 

... his father wants him to 
become a miner ...  Marek 
shows talent as an eques-
trian on the Duke’s estate

Although his father wants him 
to become a miner since choice of 
occupations for peasants is severely 
limited, Marek shows talent as an 
equestrian on the Duke’s estate, 
imitating the legendary Winged 
Hussars of Poland. Many issues 
are addressed in the book, particu-
larly the rampant political intrigue 
among the Polish nobility jockey-
ing for power amidst the theft and 
eventual obliteration of Poland by 
Prussia, Russia, and Austria, which 
actually lasted until 1918. Difficult 
topics such as sexual abuse and 
sexual promiscuity are described, 
along with daily life under Austrian 
oppression, the damage that untold 
family secrets can cause, and a love 
story with some unusual twists. 

The book is quite lengthy, and is 
well worth reading for the histori-
cal and cultural background and the 
intertwined story often keeps one 
glued to the page. Trawinski is an 
author who certainly writes “in-
triguing tales of historical fiction,” 
as his web site mentions. And it is 
a fun way to help discover/redis-
cover our Polish heritage. This is 
the first volume of three, so we’ll all 
have to wait to read about the rest 
of Marek’s life when the other vol-
umes appear.

v v v
The book is available from www.

davidtrawinski.com in hardcover at 
$24.95 and in paperback from Am-
azon for around $20.00.

BOOKS IN BRIEF

Well-Crafted Characters, Flaws and All

REVIEW

A first-hand Polish account of All Chaos
on World War I’s Eastern Front

The Life of Marek Zaczek 

POLISH-ENGLISH 
TRANSLATOR

•  Official documents, letters, 
e-mails, etc.

•  Reasonable rates. 
• Fast, reliable service by e-mail 

or regular mail.
• Translation to/from other 

languages available as well.
• Over 40 years experience 

working with genealogists, attor-
neys, businesses, film-makers, 
government, medical profes-
sionals, etc.

ANDY GOLEBIOWSKI
109 Rosemead Lane

Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 892-5975

andywbuffalo@yahoo.com
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by Mark Dillon

Coronavirus-related travel ban 
rules prevented historians and ge-
nealogists from flying to Winona, 
Minn. to mark the Kashubian Cen-
tennial last month as originally 
planned, but the show still went on 
virtually.

Through four Zoom webinars 
on Oct. 1 and Oct. 2, a panel of 
U.S. and Polish experts discussed 
Kashubian Emigration in Winona 
and USA – History and Heritage. 
The effort was a collaboration be-
tween Minnesota’s Polish Cultural 
Institute & Museum, Pomeranian 
University in Slupsk, Poland and 
Winona State University.

Under a program called Kashu-
bian Capital Centennial 2020, the 
museum had partnered with the 
City of Winona and businesses with 
the hope of creating 35 cultural 
events this year to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the addition of the 
Kashubia region into the Republic 

of Poland. 
The coronavirus crisis scuttled 

most events since March, includ-
ing the museum’s annual October 
Smaczne Jabłka Apple Festival 
fund raiser. Most live events have 
now been postponed until the same 
corresponding times in 2021, as-
suming a lifting of restrictions on 
public gatherings. (See KCC2020.
org for more)

At the Oct. 1 morning webinar, 
Dr. Karolina Kierlanczyk of Chi-
cago talked about role of the city 
of Winona in shaping the political 
and national identity of American 
Polonia in the Midwest, while Dr. 
Jozef Szymafski talked about the 
leading role of St. Stanislaus parish 
in building the region’s Kashubian-
Polish American identity from 1890 
to 1922.

Several participants at the event, 
signing on from across the United 
States as far as Charleston, S.C. 
and Poland shared that they are or 
might be related to Winona’s found-

ing Polish families. Fr. Paul Breza, 
founder and builder of the Winona 
museum, said he hopes the confer-
ence, the first of its kind, will be a 
catalyst for additional events that 
help Kashubians expand connec-
tions and renew family ties globally. 

The Breza family has been part 
of Winona since his maternal great 
grandfather Antoni Pehler from 
Bytow, Poland moved to the town 
in 1859 with other family members. 
Although he was not yet a citizen, 
Pehler would serve in the 17th Mis-
souri Infantry Regiment in the 
Union Army during the U.S. Civil 
War, participating in many major 
battles including the siege of Vicks-
burg and Sherman’s March through 
Georgia.

A parish of their own 
Winona is home to the Basilica 

of St. Stanislaus, built in 1895. Plan-
ning for a church of their own first 
began in 1871 when approximately 
100 Kashubian-Polish families met 
and formed the St. Stanislaus Soci-
ety, a fraternal organization.

Getting started wasn’t easy, not 
only because these first generation 
immigrants of rural Minnesota had 
limited incomes and resources, but 
also because they did not have ex-
perience building churches or run-
ning social organizations that in 
Kashubia were the exclusive realm 
of the Prussian nobility. Kashubia 
was part of the Prussian-German 
partition of Poland.

“They were third class citizens” 
as far the ruling Prussians were 
concerned, said Dr. Joseph Hughes, 
professor emeritus at Missouri 
State University and a descendent 
of the parish’s co-founding Bam-
benek family, during the morning 
Oct. 2 webinar. Eighteenth and 19th 
century Prussia’s discriminatory 
social hierarchy and land owner-
ship policies placed Germans at the 
top, then “pure” Poles, then Kashu-
bians, Hughes noted. 

Once in Minnesota, many 
Kashubian immigrants around 
Winona were classified by other 
Americans as being Polish, consid-
ered a step up. 

“They must have thought, wow, 

we’ve been promoted,” Hughes 
said, adding that, in Winona, “no-
where else in the Kashubian dias-
pora did such a predominance of 
Kashubian Poles arise within a Pol-
ish community; its influence reso-
nates to this day.”

Pre-World War I U.S. censuses 
in Minnesota apparently mistak-
enly enumerated some Kashubian 
Poles as being from Austria-Hun-
gary’s Galicia partition. However, 
most Kashubians upon arrival to 
Minnesota and elsewhere did not 
self-identify as Kashubian but as 
Catholics from extended families 
from a particular village. 

For some Kashubians, Winona 
was a jumping off point to further 
settlements in northwest Minne-
sota, Wisconsin and Michigan. (See 
map), Hughes explained.

Tracing how Kashubians main-
tained their heritage in the face of 
adversity and without many tan-
gible connections or regular use 
of a unique language was a topic 
touched on by several speakers, no-
tably Dr. Daniel Kalinowski of the 
Pomeranian University in Slupsk. 

Kalikowski noted that noted 
Kashubian writer Jan Dzezdzon 
found only trace evidence of lan-
guage use when he visited North 
America in the 1970s. Rather, 
Kashubian heritage survived as 
oral traditions, food recipes and 
folk customs such as Pusto Noc 

or Empty Night, a night of shared 
memories, food, and singing about 
a deceased person (later in the U.S., 
drinking) before a funeral Mass. 

Kashubians in Canada, 
Chicago, Milwaukee

Another speaker at the two-
day event was Dr. Aleksandra Ko-
rowska-Susdorf of the Akademia 
Mrynarki Wojennej w Gdyni, 
who detailed traces of Kashubian 
heritage in various places in North 
America. 

In addition to coming to Winona 
in 1855 and moving west and north, 
Kashubians also formed the town of 
Wilno in 1858 in Renfrew County, 
Ontario. Canada. Kashubian immi-
grants founded St. Josaphat parish 
in Chicago’s Lincoln Park commu-
nity in the late 19th century, as well 
as the parish of Immaculate Heart 
of Mary in Irving Park.

Korowska-Susdorf also men-
tioned that, in the 1870s, a fishing 
village was created by Kashubian 
immigrants on Jones Island in Mil-
waukee, growing in population to 
a peak of 1,600 around 1900. How-
ever, the City of Milwaukee evict-
ed them as squatters beginning 
in 1920. She showed a photo with 
the last trace of this Milwaukee 
fishing village, a city park named 
Kaszube’s Park on land where once 
lived the last Kashubian resident of 
the island, bar owner Felix Struck. 

GENEALOGY

Getting to the Family Stories
by Stephen M Szabados

Family stories are what our fam-
ily members want to read in our 
family histories. The oral history 
passed down by older generations 
has to be saved and should be the 
focal point of our genealogy. 

Our family histories should:
• Go beyond the records by placing 

our ancestors in the context of 
their surroundings.

• Have accurate information so 
your family can believe your nar-
ratives.

• Fully document the facts and re-
lationships.

• Include maps, charts, and photo-
graphs that help explain the sto-
ries and add visual details.

• Be written for the non-genealo-
gists with organized and under-
standable information

I found information for my fam-
ily histories by reading accounts 
about the daily lives of Polish vil-
lagers living close to where my 
ancestors left. I discovered vintage 
pictures of the Polish towns and 

churches and looked through our 
family albums for early images of 
life in America. Pictures are essen-
tial when describing their lives in 
Poland and America.

ASK QUESTIONS about what 
would affect their experiences in 
Poland and America. What chal-
lenges did they face? What did they 
experience on their immigration 
journey? Remember, you will not 
find answers to most of these ques-
tions. However, asking the ques-
tions will give you a better perspec-
tive of their experiences.

I try to bring my ancestors alive 
by adding as much social history 
as I can. However, I try to be care-
ful not to fictionalize their lives by 
forcing them into events that were 
not part of their lives. For example, 
I included a brief history of the rail-
road shops in Bloomington, Illinois, 
to explain why they were seeking 
jobs there. I also described the de-
tails of the work that my grandfa-
ther did. However, I did not explain 
the workings of all of the various 
departments because it would not 
be relevant to my grandfather.

It is also vital we save our mem-
ories, especially of our parents and 
grandparents. Writing down our 
memories in a first-person voice 
personalizes our family histories 
and brings the memory to life. Here 
are some memories I included at the 
end of my grandmother’s narrative. 

“After I entered St. Pat’s grade 
school, I began walking with my 
grandmother the two blocks to Sun-
day mass. This walk was always 
pleasant, and I would ramble on 
with stories on various topics that 
she would patiently listen to before 
sometimes commenting. She was 
always very patient with me.”

“Dinners at the Zuchowski table 
were very basic because Grandma 
did not bring any Polish recipes 
with her from the old country. Our 
meals consisted of simple meat, po-
tato, and vegetable American-type 
menus.” 

“I was picky about what I ate, 
and grandma would usually make 
something special for me. Later as 
an adult, I was frustrated when my 
children and grandchildren were 
picky, but I have a special love for 
my grandmother for spoiling me.”

MOST OF MY WRITING starts in an 
encyclopedic format, such as: 

“My grandfather, Stefan 
Zuchowski, was born on De-
cember 26, 1893, to Leopold 
Zuchowski and Anna Dmo-
chowski in Dmochy Kudly, Po-
land.”

However, I try to use everything 
I find to add details to the story. 
Here is a more interesting version: 

“My grandfather, Steve 
Zuchowski’s, birth was in a small 
cottage in the farming village of 
Dmochy Kudly, Poland, on De-
cember 26, 1893. The next day, 
his parents Leopold Zuchowski 
and Anna Dmochowska, carried 
him five miles down the dirt road 
to be baptized at Peter and Paul 
the Apostles Catholic Church in 
Czyzew. Steve’s parents were de-
scendants of minor Polish nobles 
who had owned large estates.” 

Where did I get the details I add-
ed to my grandfather’s narrative?

Birthplace, location of the 
church, birth, and baptismal dates 
were from Steve’s baptismal record

Being descendants from nobility 
was from notations in the baptismal 
and marriage records of his parents.

The size of the cottage and con-
dition of the roads came from vin-
tage pictures of the village.

Remember, our collections of 
family stories, photos, and docu-
ments are incomplete unless some-
one writes an explanation of how 
they are related. The narrative cre-
ates our unique family history and 
is essential for the future enjoyment 
of our children and grandchildren. 
If you feel you do not have the skills 
to do this, who in your family can? 
If you like to do the research, is 
there someone who can work with 
you to write it? Also, my encyclo-
pedic format is a simple and easy 
method to start writing your family 
history.

Our immigrant ancestors will 
not appear in history books, but do 
not underestimate their sacrifices 
to us in helping to build America. 
Honor them by saving their memo-
ries. 

I hope you develop the same pas-
sion for genealogy as I have, and 
“Remember to have fun.”

Two-day Virtual Conference Connects Kashubians Globally  

Winona, Minn. served as a starting point for Kashubian Poles who later 
moved to northwest Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota and Montana. 
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by Geraldine Balut Coleman 

CHICAGO — Joining several 
others, another Polish American’s 
artwork is being permanently dis-
played at a Chicago CTA station.

For the Montrose Blue Line stop, 
Chicago artist Chris Cosnowski 
was commissioned to complete his 
“Windy City Odyssey” at the north 
end of the station house. A series of 
three art glass panels depicting tro-
phies and toys represents Chicago’s 
history and culture.

All the airplanes represent 
O’Hare International Airport. The 
left panel depicts a bodybuilder 
trophy, which celebrates Chicago 
as “The City of Big Shoulders.”

The center glass panel includes: 
A tyrannosaurus rex skull that 
represents the Field Museum of 
Natural History; three little pigs 
that represent the former Chicago 
Stockyards and the idea of building 
a sturdy home; Bozo the Clown ho-
noring the long-running television 
Bozo Show in Chicago. The tugbo-
at honors Chicago as a hard-work-
ing city on Lake Michigan and the 
Chicago River, and the blue knight 
chess piece represents the Chess 
Records logo. Chess Records was 
the iconic Chicago blues label that 
released recordings of blues legends 
of Muddy Waters, Little Walter, 
Howlin’ Wolf, and Willie Dixon, 
and early rock legends including 
Chuck Berry, and Bo Diddley. The 
cow represents Mrs. O’Leary’s cow 
that legend has blamed for The 
Great Chicago Fire, and the run-
ning trophies depict the Chicago 
Marathon and the energy of the 
busy city. The red lips show three 
iconic neon signs advertising the 
Magikist Rug Cleaning Company. 

Two of the immense Magikist signs 
could be seen on the Eisenhower 
and Dan Ryan Expressways. The 
final Magikist sign that towered 80 
feet above the Kennedy Express-
way near the Montrose station came 
down in late 2003.  

The right panel depicts a penny 
honoring President Abraham Lin-
coln; a fish is for the Shedd Aquar-
ium; a ballet dancer is for the Jof-
frey Ballet; and a lion is for the Art 
Institute of Chicago. The astronaut 
honors the Museum of Science and 
Industry where the Apollo 8 mod-
ule is on display, and the large blue 
letter “M” is for the Montrose CTA 
Station.

Cosnowski received his Bach-
elor of Fine Arts degree from Chi-
cago’s Columbia College of Art and 
Design in 1992 and his Master of 
Fine Arts degree from Northwest-
ern University in 2000. 

Since 2003 he has taught at the 
American Academy of Art, and he 
has exhibited his artwork through-
out the United States as well as in 
London.

ALLIANCE OF POLISH CLUBS 
RECEIVES HONOR-
ARY STREET SIGN.  
On the cold misty 
morning of October 
3, over 50 people gathered at the 
corner of 5835 West Diversey and 
Monitor Avenues in front of the Al-
liance of Polish Clubs (APC) in the 
USA (Związek Klubów Polskich w 
USA) building. 
APC, a chari-
table, not-for-
profit organi-
zation, was 
established in Chicago in 1928 and 
became officially registered by the 

State of Illinois on September 7, 
1929. This event was organized to 
start off the month of October as 
Polish American Heritage Month.  

Lucja Mirowska-Kopec, APC’s 
communication liaison, acting as 
mistress of ceremonies, started the 
dedication by reminding everyone 
present that masks and social dis-
tancing were required.   

Alderman Ariel Reboyras of 
Chicago’s 30th Ward, recognizing 
the cultural, educational, and chari-
table works of the APC, proposed 
that a portion of West Diversey Av-
enue be designated as Alliance of 
Polish Clubs Way.” Reboyras read 
the ordinance that was adopted by 
the Chicago City Council that “Pur-
suant of the Municipal Code of Chi-
cago,” the honorary street name was 
designated and the Commission of 
Transportation took the necessary 
action to name West Diversey Av-
enue, from North Monitor to North 
Mason Avenues, as “Honorary Alli-
ance of Polish Clubs Way.” Follow-
ing his statement, 
Alderman Re-
boyras spoke to 
the audience in 

Polish. Ms. Mirowska-Ko-
pec thanked the Alderman for being 
a wonderful “Puerto Rican - Polish 
American.” On behalf of Jan Ko-
pec, president of the APC, she wel-

comed everyone present 
including the following dignitaries: 

Mary Pappas, Cook County trea-
surer; Aurelia Pucinski, judge of 
the Illinois Appellate Court, First 
District; Daniel Pogorzelski rep-
resenting the state treasurer, Mi-
chael Frerichs; Rev. Richard Milek, 
Chaplain of APC; Michael Niedzin-
ski, president of the Polish Ameri-
can Congress - Illinois Division; 
Tadeusz Mlynek, president of the 
Polish Teachers Association; the 
mayors of Schiller Park, Franklin 
Park, and Rosemont - Nick Caiafa, 
Barrett Pedersen, and Bradley Ste-
phens, respectively. Also attending 
this dedication were Jozef Cikows-
ki, president of the Polish High-
landers Alliance and representing 
Polish Scouting was Lucie Bucki. 

There were also del-
egates from the Rz-
epicha Folk Theatre, 
the Chopin Choir, 
the Wawel Children’s 
Dance Ensemble, and 
the Jan Kochanows-
ki Polish Saturday 
School. Halina and 
Stanisław Urbaniak, 
owners of the Mon-
trose Deli, graciously 
hosted a Polish-style 
reception after the 
dedication. 

LYPW HOLDS AN-
NUAL MEETING.On 
September 15, Chica-

go’s Legion of Young Pol-

ish Women (LYPW) held its annual 
meeting and election of officers for 
the year 2021. The meeting was 
held on the patio lawn of the Polish 
National Alliance. 

Elected into office were: presi-
dent – Kathy Lesny Evans; 1st v.p. 
– Pauline Kulka; 2nd v.p. – Gosia 
Lorek–Baran; rec. sec. – Barbara 
Makowski; English corres. sec. – 
Kamila Wilczek; Polish corres. sec. 
– Marysia Sniezek; membership 
dir. – Josie Nowak; treas. – Dorothy 
Kalinowski; social dir, – Alexandra 
Golota; and technical dir. – Eliza 
Wszolek.

The LYPW also announced the 
82nd Annual White and Red Ball 
will be held on February 27, 2021, 
at the Chicago Hilton. 

Selected as Ball chairperson is 
Pauline Kukla and as Ball co-chair, 
Cherilyn Denisuik. 

HAPPENINGS:  CHICAGO STYLE

Artwork at CTA Blue Line Montrose Station
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(left) Left and center panels of “Windy City Odyssey”; (right) right panel of “Odyssey.”

(standing, l.to.r.): Wilczek, Sniezek, Nowak, Kalinowski, Wszolek; Golo-
ta. (seated, l. to r): Kukla, Lesny Evans, and Makowski.

Please make checks payable to: 
ACPC, c/o Frances T. Pudlo 

Membership Chair, 33 Worthington 
Rd., Glastonbury CT 06033-1372

Hosted by Andy 
“Andrzej” Gołębiowski

Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.-Noon
Sundays, 5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 

(BOTH EASTERN TIME)
on WEBR1440.com 
or WEBR 1440 AM 

for information, call or write
(716) 510-7562

andywebr1440@gmail.com

Listen to the

Polish 
American
Radio 
Program

Couple Connects 
Poland and Alaska

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Eliz-
abeth and Damian Hadaś, a Polish 
American couple, have been con-
nected with the tourism industry 
for several years. They run a travel 
company that guides Poles on tours 
to Alaska and Hawaii, and other 
states as great destinations. They 
found a huge interest in Americans 
who wanted to visit Poland, and ini-
tiated the “Key to Poland” project. 

“Our mission is not only to or-
ganize unique trips to Poland for 
Americans, but also promote the 
positive side of Poland including 
nature, culture, language, history 
and people,” said Damian. 

Of course, travel restrictions be-
cause of the global pandemic have 
been a setback to the Hadaś’ plans, 
but both feel once things begin to 
normalize, people will be anxious 
to begin traveling again.

To learn more, visit www.key-
topoland.com, or visit www.face-
book.com/keytopoland/.
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“My Favorite Things” – Shopping Polish for Christmas
by Staś Kmieć

When I receive something Pol-
ish for Christmas, a birthday, or 
any other occasion, I am overjoyed. 
These days, there is so much out 
there to choose from, and lots of 
stuff to pass over like pierogi seal-
ers, and pseudo-Polish cookbooks 
by non-Poles or culinary experts in-
tent on modernizing the ingredients 
of treasured classics. 

I purchased 
the coffee table 
books by Beata 
Zatorska – 
Rose Petal Jam: 
A Summer in 
Poland and the 
follow-up Sug-
ared Orange: 

A Winter in Poland as gifts and 
only recently bought the latter for 
myself. They are a great find – go-
ing beyond the norm of traditional 
cookbooks. In addition to great rec-
ipes, the books provide thoughtful 
and thought-provoking stories, his-
tory and information, with an artis-
tic layout of photographic images.

The Polish 
American 
J o u r n a l 
O n - L i ne 
Gift and 
Bookstore 
offers an 
array of 
items to en-
able you to 
shop Polish 
for Christ- mas. To en-
sure timely delivery, make sure to 
order early!

Any item in the PolArt catalog 
www.polandbymail.com is avail-
able directly from PAJ, as well. You 
can check the website and order 
these items by contacting: info@
polamjournal.com or call 1 (800) 
422-1275.

For me, if it’s Polish, it needs to 
be unique and ring true to the cul-
ture. I have been compiling an ex-
tensive “wish list” of items from 
Poland and from American import 
vendors of “My Favorite Things.” 
Here are this year’s picks:

POLISH PRIDE
Among the many sites offer-

ing clothing and apparel, a f e w 
items caught my eye:

The white with red 
Polska Eagle 
Men’s Zip-
Up Hooded 
Swe at sh i r t 
is stylish and 
t r e n d y 

(www.tasteofpl.com). 
The navy Long-sleeve Poland 

Eagle T-shirt emblazoned with a 
striking eagle logo is a sleek alter-
native to the “Kiss me I’m Polish” 
shirts of the past, and the red-on-
red Polska Baseball Cap is a subtle 
way to project one’s pride (www.
polandbymail.com).

The White Eagle Cross Neck-
laces and Label Pins have been a 
staple in stores in Poland since the 
1980s – religious and patriotic com-
bined (www.polamjournal.com).

FOR THE CHILDREN
Dolls and Action Figures

An assortment of folk costumed 
dolls and historical action figures 
will instill a sense of Polish pride 
and knowledge to any boy or girl. 

Among the many doll collect-
ibles, the Pol-
skie Stroje 
Ludowe (Polish 
Folk Costumes) 
series of dolls 
is an extraordi-
nary guide in 
the Polish lan-

guage to the traditions 
of specific regions. Cur-
rently the Krzczonowi-
anka doll from the Lu-
blin region is available. 
(w w w.polandbymai l .
com).

A variety of folk at-
tired dolls in ju-

nior, small, large sizes 
and miniature couple 
arrangements can 
be found at Polish 
Treasures in Bal-
timore, Md. (www.
pol isht reasures.
com).

As the accom-
paniment to a gift 
of a historical nov-
el such as Henryk 
Sienkiewicz’s 17th 
century Trilogy or Alex 
Storozynski’s The Peas-
ant Prince, you could 
include a military action 
figure of Tadeusz Kościuszko, a 
Polish Hussar from 17th Century, 
King Władysław Jagiełło, an 1810 
Wisła Legion Lancer, a 1944 AK 
Soldier, Marshall Józef Piłsudski 
or the literary characters of Michał 
Wołodyjowski and nobleman Onu-
fry Zagłoba. (www.polandbymail.
com).

Coloring Books
Polskie Stroje Ludowe - 
Tradi-

tional Polish 
Costumes

C h i l -
dren will 
b e c o m e 
f a m i l i a r 
with the 
regional 

f o l k 
costumes of Poland – the 
left side of the two-page 
spread contains a full 

color image of the pair 
from the region, while the 

right side has a ready-to-col-
or drawing of the same pair 
(www.polartcenter.com)

Board Games
For the older youngster 

who’s learning Polish, PolArt 
– Poland by mail has a selec-

tion of Polish-language Board 
games that will exercise lan-
guage skills, while making 

history and culture fun! (www.po-
landbymail.com).

2021 CALENDARS
Among the many day keepers on 

the market, these two stood out: 
Inside Po-

land’s Majes-
tic Churches 
- 16 Months, 
displaying ex-
quisite pho-
tography and 
architecture from Poland’s most 
beautiful churches. Calendar fea-
tures: weekdays & months in Pol-
ish and English, Polish Name Days 
(Imieniny), Polish and US Holidays 
(www.polamjournal.com).

P o l s k a , 
Stroje Ludowe 
– Poland, Folk 
Costume fea-
tures attrac-
tive watercolor 
renderings by 
Katarzyna To-
mala of the at-

tire from the Szamotły, Kaszuby, 
Kujawy, Kurpie Zielony, Łowicz, 
Lublin, Rozbar, Cieszyn, Kraków, 
Podhale, Rzeszów regions and the 
Bambrzy of Poznań (www.polart-
center.com).

BOOKS
For those who seek Polish reci-

pes or like to settle down with a 
“good read,” PAJ Bookstore (www.

polamjournal.com) offers 
an array of cookbooks, 

historical novels, cul-
tural and history 
books.

Children
Polish Fairy 

Tales by Antoni 
Józef Gliński 
provides a mar-
velous glimpse 

into the world of 
Polish legend and 

folk-
lore. He was 
Poland’s master 
folklore writer, 
and the nation’s 
equivalent of 
the Brothers 
Grimm.

Historical Novels by
James Conroyd Martin

Sweeping in scope with a back-
drop of Poland’s stormy history, 
James Conroyd Martin has written 
four novels that will transport you 
to another time and another place – 
The Boy Who Wanted Wings, Push 
Not the River, Against a Crimson 
Sky, The Warsaw Conspiracy.

History
Wearing the Letter P: Pol-

ish Women as Forced Laborers 
in Nazi Germany, 1939-1945. 

PAJ’s Sophie Hodorowicz Knab 
provides an important contribution 
to World War II history in an un-
flinching, detailed portrait of a for-
gotten group of Nazi forced-labor 

survivors.

Cookbooks
Tr e a s u r e d 

Polish Recipes 
for Americans – 
25th Edition

It’s the cook-
book many of 
us grew up with 

before ethnic cooking became pop-
ular, and it’s a classic! For anyone 
beginning their collection, this is 
the perfect “first Polish cookbook.”

 
Folklore

P o l i s h 
Herbs, Flowers 
& Folk Medi-
cine: Revised 
Edition takes 
the reader on a 
historical tour 
of herbs and 
flowers used 

in Poland throughout the cen-
turies and is an exploration 
of the growth of medicine 
and pharmacies. Informa-
tion on the use of over 100 
plants, used in healing 
as well as in daily life 
and seasonal holidays 
throughout the year 
is provided.

Seasons of the 
Slavic Soul - A Quest 
for an Authentic Polish 
Spirituality by Claire Ander-
son draws on the author’s deep 
engagement through years of 
travel and research. The book intro-
duces the reader into the vast spiri-
tual and cultural resources within 
the Polish community.

FOR THE KITCHEN
Bolesławiec Pottery

“Bolesławiec” 
is the collec-
tive term 
for pot-
tery pro-
duced in 
Bolesławiec, 
Poland. There i s 
no other, more durable or versa-
tile stoneware available. The pot-
tery is microwavable, oven-safe, 
dishwasher safe, freezer safe, lead 
and cadmium free. Tested by the 
FDA, it is food safe. The glaze on 
the pottery allows for easy separa-
tion of foods – cutting down on the 
need for oils and allowing healthier 
cooking and even easier clean-up 
(www.artisanimports.com, www.
polishtreasures.com, www.polish-
pride.com, www.polishpotteryout-
let.com).

Cooking Aprons 
What better way to cook your 

Polish dishes than in a White Eagle 
embroidered 2-pocket red apron? 
The Highlander 
Printed Kitchen 
Set is an ador-
able set featuring 
a Góral and Gór-
alka surrounded 
by flowers and 
other highlander 
inspired design 
elements. Comes 
with an apron 
and an oven mitt 
(www.polamjournal.com).

A POLISH CHRISTMAS
Creating your own Polish fam-

ily traditions is an important way 
of continuing our heritage. With 
each Christmas comes a decorated 
tree and the Wigilia Christmas Eve 
dinner. Continue or begin includ-
ing customs and ornaments to make 
your Christmas “Polish.

A Polish Christmas Eve by Rev. 
Czesław Krysa

Learn about Wigilia, and how to 
make Polish paper ornaments and 
traditional dishes. This book is a 
quick and easy reference, step-by-

step guide and 
i n t e r na t iona l 
collection of 
customs, sto-
ries, recipes, 
carols and 
d e c o r a t i o n s 
with glossary, 
pronunciat ion 

guide, and a regional 
m a p of Poland. A must for 

your cultural li-
brary! (www.
polamjournal.

com)

Opłatek 
( P o l i s h 
C h r i s t -
m a s 
Wafer)

T h e 
b r e a k -

ing of the 
Chr istmas 
opłatek is 
a custom 
that be-

gan in Po-
land in the 10th cen-

tury and is practiced by 
people of Polish ancestry 

around the world. It is consid-
ered the most ancient and beloved 
of Polish traditions. Practice shar-
ing the Christmas wafer with fam-
ily and guests. Many people place a 
piece in each Christmas Card they 

mail.

Ornaments
A large selection of 

tradi-
t i o n a l 

g l a s s -
blown Polish 
ornaments in 
folk themes 
are available 
at: www.pol-
ishpr ide.com, 
www.polartcen-
ter.com and www.bronners.com.

Custom Christmas Cards
ALL NEW! 

Polish American 
Journal exclu-
sive – Based on 
popular kolędy, 
pastorałki, or 
Christmas leg-
end, these hand 
designed cards 

have messages in Polish and Eng-
lish (www.pol-
amjournal.com).

Polish 
Christmas Music

Many al-
ready have the 

Mazowsze and 
Śląsk record-
ings, check out 
the exquisite 
and heartfelt 
renditions of 
The Lira En-
semble record-
ings (www.
liraensemble.org/lira-store, 773-
505-8731).

Subscriptions
The perfect gift to begin or con-

tinue your Polish journey – a gift 
subscription to the Polish American 
Journal (print or digital); www.pol-
amjournal.com.
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P A J B O O K S T O R E

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
TO ORDER BY MAIL: Use form on page 12 and for all items on pages 10, 11, and 12
TO ORDER BY PHONE, CALL: (800) 422-1275 or (716) 312-8088. MON.-FRI., 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
TO ORDER ON LINE: www.polamjournal.com 

Traditions and Recipes, Decorations and Song
by Rev. Czesław Michal Krysa, S.L.D.

Everything you need to know about a traditional Polish Christ-
mas, from the Christmas Eve Vigil Supper to the kulig by one of the 
world’s top scholars on Polish holiday traditions, Bi-lingual carols 
with musical notation, Wafer sharing messages, heritage photos, 
ornaments, and ritual decorations, the origins of Wigilia, poetry, lit-
erature, etc. 

This book is a quick and easy reference, step-by-step guide and 
international collection of folklore, stories, recipes, carols and dec-
orations with never before published photos and black and white 
illustrations, glossary, pronunciation guide, and a regional map of 
Poland. This is a wonderful book and a must for every Polish-Ameri-
can family. 300 pp., sc., illustrated, 8.25 x 10.75. 

Item 2-648 / $26.95

FREE 
WESOŁYCH 

ŚWIĄT / MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

STICKERS WITH 
ALL ORDERS

The PAJ Press Fund 
will donate $1.00 for 
each sheet mailed 
t h i s  C h r i s t m a s 
s e a s o n  t o  t h e 
Catholic Orphanage 
in Bialoleka, Poland. 
(You may purchase 
additional sheets of 
20 stickers/stamps at 
$5.00 per sheet). 

HANDPAINTED 
WOOD EGG
Hand-decorated 
Birchwood Polish 
Easter Egg
$5.95 each
Imported from Poland
Styles vary. Will not 
ship identical eggs if 
buying more than one.

A great stocking-stuffer!
Item 1-1502
Chicken-egg size.

3-D BRASS 
POLISH EAGLE
Designed to hand flat 
in a window or twisted 
into a 3-dimensional 
ornament as shown, 
it can be twisted 
many times if care if 
taken to reverse the 
twists when closing.
$7.95 each
Made in the USA!
Item 1-1501
3 1/2” high x 3” wide

SMALL (2 x 3½ in.)
 Individual wafer 

w/glassine envelope 
Item 1-500 

5/$5.00

KEEP THIS BEAUTIFUL TRADITION  ALIVE IN YOUR FAMILY! Practice 
the ancient Polish custom of sharing the Christmas wafer with family and 

guests. Many people place a piece of opłatek— a thin wafer, made of flour 
and water—in each Christmas cards to family members and friends. Each 

Polish Christmas Wafer is embossed with religious scene.

OPŁATEK – CHRISTMAS WAFERS

SHIPPING ON OPŁATEK-ONLY ORDERS 
First package (either large or small)  ............ $4.00
2 packages ..................................................... $5.00
3 packages  .................................................... $6.00
4 packages  .....................................................$7.00
5 - 20 packages  ............................................. $8.00
21 or more packages  .... as per USPS Priority Mail

(See chart on page 14 for Priority Mail prices)

LARGE (6¼ x 3½ in.)
Three white and one 

pink opłatki, with 
decorative envelope 
(shown above) de-
picting wigilia with 

history on back.
Item 1-501p

 4 /$6.00

ALL NEW POLISH-ENGLISH CHRISTMAS CARDS 

ENVELOPES 
INCLUDED 

75¢ each 
10-pack $6.00

50 or more 
50¢ each

Card 451
Carolers with Szopka

“Do szopy, hej pasterze ...

“To the stable, hey shepherds,
to the stable ...

Card 452
Christmas Eve First Star

Niech zawsze nad waszym 
domem świeci złota gwiazda!

May a  gold star always shine 
over your home.

Card 453 — Holy Family

“Maryja Panna, Maryja Panna
Dzieciątko piastuje ...

“The Virgin Mary, the Virgin Mary,
nurses the Child ...

Card 454
Polish Christmas Wafer

Na szczęście na zdrowie 
z Wigilią!

Health and good 
fortune this Vigil!

Card 455
Polish Mountaineer Group

Na szczęście, na zdrowie, 
na to Boże Narodzynie ... 

Good fortune and health to you 
this Christmas ...

Card 456 — Three Kings

Trzej Królowie —  Kacper, Melchior i Baltazar 
— podążali za Gwiazdą Syna Bożego ... 

The three Wise Men — Kaspar, Melchior, and 
Balthazar — followed the star of God’s Son ... 

Full-color 
Vertical cards – 4¼ x 5½

Horizontal cards – 5½ x 4¼ 
Inside greetings in Polish and English

Description of custom in each card 

BACK IN STOCK! – A POLISH CHRISTMAS EVE 

A MUST FOR YOUR 

CHRISTMAS TABLE

ORNAMENTS

NEW! STO LAT BIRTHDAY CARDS!
75¢ each 

10-pack $6.00
50 or more: 50¢ each

Full-color 
Vertical cards – 4¼ x 5½

Horizontal cards – 4¼ x 5½

Inside greetings in 
Poland and English

Envelopes included

Still available!
Card 402 

Poppy Flower 
Sto lat card

Card 404 — Wszystkiego najlepszego 
z okazji urodzin! – All the Best to You 

on Your Birthday!

Card 403 — Sto lat!
May you live 100 years!
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS
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PLEASE NOTE: The 
red on the Red and 
White Cross Neck-

laces we received is 
much darker (almost 

mahogany) than 
illustrated here. 

Replacements will 
not be here in time 

for Christmas orders. 
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For detailed descriptions of books and gift items, visit www.polamjournal.com

OPŁATEK-ONLY ORDERS (i.e., no other items)
See SHIPPING CHART on page 10

Items may be delivered in 
two or more shipments. 
You will not be charged 
for separate packages.

ORDER FORM • Use for items on this page and pages 10 and 11 • Order on-line polamjournal.com

From: POL-AM JOURNAL
 P.O. BOX 271, NORTH BOSTON, NY 14110-0271

To:  NAME

 ADDRESS       APT.

 CITY 

 STATE     ZIP

[ ] CHECK or M.O. ENCLOSED
CHARGE TO MY: [  ] AMEX [ ] DISC [ ] MC [ ] VISA

CARD NO.  

EXP. DATE  DAYTIME PHONE (    )

Send to: POL-AM JOURNAL, P.O. BOX 271, N. BOSTON, NY 14110

PRINT CLEARLY OR ATTACH ADDRESS LABEL. THIS IS YOUR SHIPPING LABEL.

ITEM / TITLE PAGE # PRICE  QNTY. TOTAL

SHIPPING   STANDARD PRIORITY FOREIGN

$.01-$20.00 $6.95 $8.95 $17.95
$20.01-$35.00  $7.95 $9.95 $19.95
$35.01-$65.00  $8.95 $10.95 $21.95
$65.01-$95.00  $10.95 $12.95 $25.95
$95.01-$125.00 $11.95 $13.95 $27.95
$125.01-$200.00  $14.95 $15.95 $31.95

SUBTOTAL (all boxes) 

NY residents - add sales tax 

S&H (See charts at left)

TOTAL TO SUBMIT TO PAJ 

BOOKS TORE
POLISH AMERICAN JOURNAL TO ORDER BY MAIL

Use form below
TO ORDER BY PHONE

(800) 422-1275 • (716) 312-8088
MON.-FRI., 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

TO ORDER ON LINE: 

polamjournal.com
MANY MORE BOOKS AND GIFTS ON LINE

ADVENTURE
2-800 Comrades on the Colca ............. $12.00

by Eugene Buchanan / A modern-day, 
real life adventure, this book will take 
readers along for a rollicking ride through 
South America with famed Polish 
explorer, Yurek Majcherczyk.

2-801 Conquest of Rio Colca  .............. $24.00
by “Yurek” Majcherczyk / The first 
exploration of the Colca Canyon in 1981 
can only be compared to the original 
climb of Mount Everest. Majcherczyk 
was  part of the team that discovered the 
World’s Deepest Canyon.

2-802 Jerzy Majcherczyk:
  Odkrywcz z Sierwierz   .............. $14.00

napisane przez Eugenię Kosteczkę / 
Biografia światowej sławy odkrywcy 
Jerzego Majcherczyka, jego osiągnięcia 
podróżnicze i jego życie. Jest członkiem 
The Explorers Club w Nowym Jorku, a 
także wielu innych prestiżowych orga-
nizacji. Został nazwany przez wydaw-
ców prestiżowego magazynu PADDLER 
„Legend of Paddling,” a American Canoe 
Association uznało go - za jedynego 
Polaka - za jednego ze „100 wioślarzy XX 
wieku.”

GENEALOGY
Family research books by Stephen Szabados
2-218 My Polish Grandmother ............ $14.95

From Tragedy in Poland to Her Rose
Garden In America 

2-668 Polish Genealogy ..................... $19.95
Four Easy Steps to Success

2-670 Memories of Dziadka ................ $14.95
Rural life in the Kingdom of Poland 1880-
1912 and Immigration to America 

2-271 Polish Immigration
 to America ............................... $17.99

When did your Polish ancestors 
immigrate, where did they leave, why did 
they leave, how did they get here? 

2-653 Finding Grandma’s
 European Ancestors ................. $19.95 

This is a “must have” book for the family 
historian who wants to identify their 
European heritage. 

HISTORY
2-682 The Polish Presence in American
 Screen Images ......................... $29.95

by Joseph Zurawski / Pol-Ams and their 
heritage as viewed on movie theaters and 
on television screens since 1894.

2-702 Busia: Seasons on the Farm with
 My Polish Grandmother ............ $15.00

by Leonard Kniffel / One year in the life 
of a young boy and his grandmother on a 
farm in Michigan in the 1950s.

2-703 Busia: School Days on the Farm with
 My Polish Grandmother ............ $15.00

by Leonard Kniffel / More from Kniffel’s 
childhood growing up with his Polish 
grandmother in rural Michigan. “Brilliant 
memoir... ” Hamtramck Museum Director 
Greg Kowalski. 

2-704 Both Busia Books by Kniffel  ..... $20.00 
PAJ Bookstore special. (Seasons on the 
Farm and School Days).  SAVE $10.00!

1-659 Poland: A History ..................... $19.95
by Adam Zamoyski / Revised and 
updated edition of the author’s classic 
1987 book, The Polish Way. 

1-660 Choral Patriotism  .................... $14.95
by Stanislaus Blejwas / History of the 
Polish Singers Alliance of America.

HOLIDAYS
2-648 A Polish Christmas Eve.............. $26.95

by Rev. Dr. Czeslaw Krysa, S.T.L. / A 
quick and easy reference to folklore, 
stories, recipes, carols and decorations,  
with photos, illustrations, glossary, 
pronunciation guide, and more.

LITERATURE
2-620 Polish Princess ......................... $18.95 

by Gail Engebretson / Tragedy and 
mystery surround the life of 14-year-old 
Anna Wisnewski.

2-152 Stars and Crosses ..................... $18.95
by Curtis Urness / A compassionate tale 
of courage and survival; the paths of two 
strangers intertwine in Poland

2-400 The Chopin Trilogy hc ............... $49.95
2-401 The Chopin Trilogy sc ............... $39.95

by David Trawinski / Interconnected 
novels tell the story of retired CIA officer 
Wisniewski, called to solve a drowning of 
an aerospace executive in Amsterdam.

2-755 The War Within ........................ $19.95
by Patricia Walkow / Story of Josef, a 
Catholic Pole, was forced into slave labor.

1-161 Polish Fairy Tales ....................... $7.95
by A.J. Glinski / Trans. by Maude Ashurst 
Biggs. Classic tales provides a marvelous 
glimpse into the world of Polish legend 
and folklore from  the mid-nineteenth.

2-636 Fairy Tales of Eastern Europe .... $12.95
Retold by Joanne Asala / Slavic tales that 
echo other stories told around the world.

2-679 Polish Folklore and Myth .......... $12.95
by Joanne Asala / Engaging folk stories 
includes with wycinanki illustrations.

2-612 Boy Who Wanted Wings sc ......... $14.95
2-612 Boy Who Wanted Wings hc ........ $25.95

by James C. Martin / Aleksy, a Tatar 
raised by a Polish peasant family, wishes 
to become a hussar to battle the Turks.

2-609 Push Not the River  ................... $15.95
Book 1 of James C. Martin’s Poland 
Trilogy. Book club favorite is based 
on the real diary of a Polish countess. 
“Poland’s Gone with the Wind.”

2-610 Against a Crimson Sky .............. $15.95
Book 2 of Martin’s Trilogy. Book 1’s 
characters 20 years into the fascinating 
Napoléonic era.

2-611 The Warsaw Conspiracy  ........... $17.99 
Book 3 of Trilogy.  Saga set against the 
November Rising (1830-1831). 

RECIPE BOOKS
2-203 Polish Pierogi .......................... $10.00

by Eva Gerwecki / Collection of over 150 
recipes with regional variations, from 
New York to California.

2-302 Polish Restaurant ..................... $10.00
by Jonathan Becklar / Replicates recipes 
taken from menus of Motor City.

2-301 Polish Girl Cookbook ................ $10.00
by Eva Gerweck / Another cookbook 
full of recipes from Detroit’s Old Polish 
neighborhoods.

RELIGION / SPIRITUALITY
1-675 Seasons of the Slavic Soul ......... $14.95

A Quest for an Authentic Polish 
Spirituality by Claire M. Anderson. The 
rich and long Slavic spiritual tradition 
holds that everyday holiness thrives on 
seasons.

1-333 Life and Legacy of Fr. Justin ........ $9.00
Originator of  the “Fr. Justin Rosary 
Hour,” his weekly messages influence 
generations of Polish immigrants. In 
English or Polish (please specify).

WORLD WAR II
1-662 The Volunteer .......................... $25.95 

by Jack Fairweather / The true story of 
Polish resistance fighter Witold Pilecki’s 
infiltration of Auschwitz.

2-642 Wearing the Letter “P”  ............ $19.95
by Sophie Hodorowicz-Knab / An 
unflinching, detailed portrait of a 
forgotten group of Nazi survivors. 

2-674 The Color of Courage  ............... $19.95
by Julian E. Kulski / Remarkable diary of 
a boy from ages 10 to 16, who waged his 
own private war against the Germans.

2-667 Echoes of Tattered Tongues ....... $21.95
by John Guzlowski / Guzlowski born 
in a German refugee camp after WWII, 
recounts the horrible atrocities enacted 
upon his parents during the war.

PLASTIC MOLDS
1-600 Small Butter Lamb ..................... $4.95
1-601 Large Butter Lamb ..................... $7.95

Coat the mold with vegetable oil (spray 
type works best), press in softened 
butter, clamp halves together, place and 
refrigerator until hardened and you re 
done. Small 3-1/2” width by 3” tall (uses 
less than 1/4 lb. of butter or chocolate).
Large 5” width by 4” tall (uses less than 
1/2 lb. of butter or chocolate).

BIRTHDAY CARDS
Envelopes included
ALL BIRTHDAY CARDS .............................$.75
10-pack ............................................... $6.00
50 or more ..................................... $.50 each

CARD 402. 4¼¨x5½¨ Full 
color design with poppy, 
“Sto lat” lyrics in Polish and 
English, and role of poppy in 
Polish culture. Inside blank 
for personalization. Glossy 
stock. 

SHIPPING (If ordering cards only) 
1-10 cards .....................................................  $4.00
11-20 cards ...................................................  $4.50 
21 or more.....................................................  $5.95

QUESTIONS ABOUT 
YOUR ORDER?

Call 1 (800) 422-1275 
MON.-FRI. 9:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m.

Card 404
Wszystkiego 
najlepszego 

z okazji urodzin! – 
All the Best to You 
on Your Birthday!

Card 403
Sto lat!

May you live
 100 years!
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by Tom Tarapacki

Dallas lost in the Stanley Cup 
Finals in six games to the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, but two of its play-
ers starred in defeat.

Jamie “Big Rig” Oleksiak 
demonstrated that he’s living up 
the potential that made him a first-
round pick. The 6’ 7” defenseman, 
who scored three goals all year 
long, was a big part of the playoff 
run. He had five goals in the play-
offs and scored the game-winner 
against the Lightning in Game 1. 
Jamie also provided size and grit on 
the back end for the Stars, keeping 
things clean in front of the net.

The Toronto native was selected 
14th overall in the 2011 NHL En-
try Draft, but he spent his first four 
years with the Stars organization 
bouncing between their American 
Hockey League and NHL team. He 
was then traded to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins for a fourth-round pick in 
December 2017, and re-acquired for 
the same pick two years later.

Jamie’s father, Richard, is from 
Buffalo and is the son of a Polish 
immigrant. His mother, Alison, was 
born in Scotland. The couple met in 
South Africa, where she was a col-
lege student and he was writing for 
a TV show. Jamie is anxious to get 
a tattoo honoring his Polish roots. 
“The Polish side of my family has 
a crest and there’s a rich history of 
that in Poland,” he said. “I’d like to 
do that, but I’m just not sure where 
on my body.

In the past, Jamie was perhaps 
best known as Penny Oleksiak’s 
brother. Penny is an outstanding 
swimmer, who won a gold, a silver 
and two bronze medals for Canada 

in the 2016 Summer Olympics. In 
the 2020 Stanley Cup Finals, how-
ever, Jamie has clearly made a name 
for himself.

Meanwhile, Stars center Joe 
Pavelski, 36, certainly provided 
the club with the veteran leadership 
they needed this year. Dallas made 
it to the finals despite numerous in-
juries and while playing for an in-
terim coach.

Facing elimination in Game 5, 
trailing 2-1, the Stars desperately 
needed a goal and Pavelski deliv-
ered. He tied the game late in the 
third period and forced overtime. 
The goal also propelled Pavelski 
past Joe Mullen, giving him the 
most playoff goals by an Ameri-
can-born player with 61. He also 
eclipsed the mark set by Maurice 
Richard, whose 11 goals in a playoff 
had been the most ever scored by a 
player over 36. Joe was also second 
in goal scoring in the NHL playoffs 
with 13.

The 205th overall selection in 
the 2003 NHL entry draft out of the 
University of Wisconsin, Pavelski 
had previously played for the San 
Jose Sharks for the first thirteen 
years of his NHL career. Interest-
ingly, when he left the Sharks as 
a free agent last year, Dallas and 
Tampa Bay were the two teams he 
considered.

HIGH WATTAGE. ESPN.com ran 
a nice piece on the NFL’s Watt 
brothers — J.J., 31; Derek, 27; 
and T.J., 25 — as they prepared 
to compete on the same field. JJ is 
the All-Pro defensive end for the 
Houston Texans, while Derek is a 
fullback and TJ a linebacker for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 

The article talked about how the 
brothers became such competitors. 
As kids growing up in Wisconsin, 
they gathered around grandmother 
Chris Walczak’s table with her 
and their great-grandmother So-
phie Musial. They would all play 
rummy and other games while sip-
ping cranberry juice and Sprite, and 
the competition would often get 
intense. Sophie, who passed away 
last year at 101, “was not going to 
let anybody try to win,” said Con-
nie Walczak Watt, the boys’ moth-
er. “She was going to try to be the 
competitive one. So that was always 
a lot of fun and that trickled down 
now.”

“Great-grandma, even when she 
was 100 years old, takes no prison-
ers,” said JJ. “When that’s the at-
titude of your 100-, 101-year-old 
grandma, it kind of trickles down 
throughout the whole family.”

FLOWERMAN WINS A STAGE. 
Michal Kwiatkowski, the unsung 

hero of Team 
Sky/Ineos during 
their dominant 
years, claimed 
his first Tour de 
France stage vic-
tory when he won 
the 18th stage 
with team-mate 
Richard Carapaz 
of Ecuador. Cara-
paz gave former 
world champion 
Kwiatkowski a 
pat on the back 
before they 
crossed the line 
together, which 
ensured the Pol-
ish rider would 

take first place. That was possible 
because the rider they were sup-
porting, defending champion Egan 
Bernal, had to withdraw from the 
race.

In the Tour de France Kwiat-
kowski has been what is known in 
road bicycle racing as a domestique, 
a rider who works for the benefit of 
his team and leader, rather than try-
ing to win the race himself. In the 
past Kwiatkowski supported Chris 
Froome, Geraint Thomas and Ber-
nal in their Tour de France wins. 
This year, because Bernal faltered, 
Kwiatkowski had the opportunity 
to win a stage himself. He became 
the fourth Polish winner of a Tour 
de France stage, the others being 
Rafał Majka (2014, 2015), Zenon 
Jaskuła (1993) and Maciej Bodnar 
(2017). “Flowerman” finished 30th 
in the General Classification.

Considered one of the classiest 
riders in the sport, Kwiatkowski 
downplayed his teammate’s drop-

ping out. “The world is different 
this year. We have to take into con-
sideration for Egan there was dif-
ferent preparation,” Kwiatkowski 
said in reference to the COVID 19 
season. 

EMMY WINNERS. Audio engineers 
Stephen “Jay” and his son Alexan-
der Wieloszynski shared a sports 
Emmy in the “Outstanding Tech-
nical Team Remote” category for 
their work covering The Masters on 
CBS/CBS Sports Network.

The talented father and son duo, 
featured in the May 2019 edition 
of the PAJ, enjoy working togeth-
er. “When we’re both working the 
same event out of town, it’s sort of 
like being at home,” Alex said. “We 
get along extremely well. We’re too 
similar not to.”

HAPPY HOMECOMING. Jan Ma-
ciej Błachowicz returned to Poland 
to a hero’s welcome after becoming 
the undisputed UFC light heavy-
weight champion. Błachowicz has 
become Poland’s first male UFC 
title holder.

The 37-year-old captured the ti-
tle with a second-round TKO finish 
of Dominick Reyes in the co-main 
event of UFC 253. Jan has been 
around for a while, but lately he has 
emerged as a top heavyweight. A 
winner of four straight and eight of 
his last nine, he proclaimed: “I have 
legendary Polish power.” He also 
called for a fight against a UFC leg-
end, former, longtime 205-pound 
titleholder Jon Jones. “I want to 
celebrate first,” he said, “Go back 
to Poland, hug my Mum, drink beer 
with my father.”

SPORTS

Stars Fall, but Oleksiak and Pavelski Shine

J.J. Watt and great-grandmother Sophie Musial, who 
passed away last year at 101.

THE PONDERING POLE

by Ed Poniewaz

According to historian Edward 
Corwin in Wikipedia, the year 1496 
(Statutes of Piotrków) marks the 
proper beginning of the serfdom era 
in Poland. 

Perhaps you are familiar with 
The 1619 Project, which is a move-
ment to designate the birth of the 
United States from the time that 
the first slaves landed on American 
soil rather than the year 1776, the 
date marking the split of the colo-
nies from English rule. For those 
espousing The 1619 Project, the im-
portance of slavery supersedes the 
American independence from Eng-
land in 1776.

Slavery was the cruelest form of 
human control as the person was 
owned by the master and the slave 
had no rights. Serfdom, as prac-
ticed throughout Europe including 
in Poland (panszczyzna), was sec-
ond to it. In Poland, throughout the 
Piast Dynasty and up until the end 
of the 15th century, peasant classes 
generally were mobile, allowed to 
own land, and had certain, though 
limited, legal rights against feudal 
lords. Not an easy life of course, but 
one with some freedom from those 
in power above. 

With the rise of the Polish-Lith-
uanian Commonwealth, serfdom 
heightened and proliferated result-
ing in harsh punishments for in-
discretions, practically no legal re-
crimination against the landowner 
(szlachta), tighter regulations or no 

possibility on movement and educa-
tion, and mandates on where serfs 
could obtain alcohol or other goods 
(propination).

A good read on the specifics of 
serfdom in Poland is in an article 
by Mikolaj Glinski at culture.pl/en/
article/slavery-vs-serfdom-or-was-
poland-a-colonial-empire. Serfdom 
ran the gamut from grim to cruel as 
a condition imposed on the Polish 
peasantry. What the ramifications 
were on the populace at large are 
fodder for sociologist and psycholo-
gists. Ironically, the law ending 
serfdom in Poland (1864) closely 
followed the Emancipation Procla-
mation (1862) in the United States, 
although vestiges of it continued 
into the 1900s just as Jim Crow and 
discrimination followed blacks into 
the 1960s.

I remember the vestiges from my 
past. This goes back many years: I 
was listening to one of our older 
parishioners disconcerted and in 
a tizzy. To illustrate his point, he 
shouted how “the szlachta would 
beat us while riding on their hors-
es!” Something to that effect and for 
what seemed like a minor offense. I 
do not know if any of my ancestors 
were serfs, but I am inclined to be-
lieve they were. 

Do we need a 1496 Project? For 
myself, I am still working on how 
much of an impact this has had on 
my whole being with counselling 
and Belvedere martinis. Beyond 
that, I believe my family and my 
extended Polonia community has 

recovered well (in some cases very 
well) making the best of whatever 
freedoms were available and tak-
ing advantage of opportunities and 
optimism wherever they could find 
them both here and in Poland. 

Whatever you think, serfdom 
is a fascinating subject though and 
certainly worth – pondering.

Polish or not?
Are you like me and don’t start 

thinking about Christmas (especial-
ly the gifts) until after Thanksgiv-
ing? While I do like the designated 
calendar barrier between these 
two giant holidays, the time rush 
till Christmas is getting smaller 
and harder. Tell yourself, tell me, 
to get a jump on it this year and if 
you have small ones to buy for, how 
about some children’s books? May 
I suggest any of the forty New York 
Times best-selling Jarrett Kros-
oczka “books for young readers, 
including his wildly popular Lunch 
Lady graphic novels,” Hey, Kiddo, 
and others. 

Jarrett had anything but a simple 
life growing up (an “unconven-
tional childhood”) and was raised 
by his maternal grandparents, Joe 
and Shirley Krosoczka. His mom 
struggled with addiction and it was 
drawing and creating stories from 
the pictures that helped him cope. 

He is a graduate of the Rhode Is-
land School of Design, is a teacher 
at Montserrat College of Art, and 
“was chosen by Print as one of their 
20 Top New Visual Artists Under 

30.” There is a TED talk by him on 
YouTube which I recommend, as 
he explains his life and what made 
him go on. Quite a life that now is 
lemonade and you can learn more 
about it at www.studiojjk.com. Pol-
ish name but is Jarrett Krosoczka, 
Polish or not? 

There was a 
part of me that 
was hoping for 
a culturally Pol-
ish, Polish con-
nected, or at the 
least, an Eastern 
European per-
son to fill the 
Supreme Court 
vacancy left by 
the passing of 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who 
I really did not know much about. 
As it turns out however, Justice 
Ginsburg has a link to Poland. From 
ethnicelebs.com: 

Her father, Nathan Bader, was a 
Russian Jewish emigrant, born in 
Podolsk. Her mother, Celia (Am-
ster), was born in New York, to 
Polish Jewish parents, Justin Gins-
burg’s patrilineal line can be traced 
to Salomon Bader, who was born, c. 
1759, in Kraków, Kraków County, 
Lesser Poland Voivodeship, Poland, 
and to his father Samuel Bader. Jus-
tice Ginsburg’s paternal grandfa-
ther was Samuel “Sam” Bader (the 
son of Isaac/Isaak Moses/Moyzesz 
Bader and Yetta Levy). Isaac was 
born in Warsaw, Poland, the son of 

Mendel Samuel Bader and Yoch-
eved/Jachwet Birnbaum.

This past September was the 
20th year for the Polish Heritage 
Golf Tournament held at The Falls 
Golf Course in O’Fallon, Missouri 
and, as in every year, there were a 
couple of vodka carts handing out 
samples of various Polish vodkas to 
the golfers. This year, Snow Leop-
ard Vodka was one of them.

Snow Leopard is “hand crafted” 
in Poland at the Polmos distillery in 
Lublin and is the idea of entrepre-
neur Stephen Sparrow. It is made 
from “rare Spelt grain. Spelt has a 
distinct, nutty, fresh taste. Its tough 
husk protects the grain from exter-
nal pollutants more than any other 
grain.” 

Why the name Snow Leopard? 
Stephen Sparrow has used the pro-
duction of this premium vodka to 
financially aid in the fight for the 
plight of the Snow Leopard, “a 
large cat native to the mountain 
ranges of Central and South Asia.” 
There are less than 7,000 of them 
left in the wild and “15% of all prof-
its from the brand are donated to the 
Snow Leopard Trust.”

You can learn more about the 
drink and the trust on the website 
us.snowleopardvodka.com. One 
thing I could not find online is why 
Sparrow chose Poland to produce 
the vodka. 

Stephen Sparrow, Polish connec-
tion or not?

A 1496 Project?

Ginsburg. Fam-
ily roots in Po-
land.
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ert knew each 
other in Suwałki 
as children and 
reunited after 
Robert came to 
America as part 
of a student ex-
change program 
at the University 
of Minnesota in 
h o r t i c u l t u r a l 
studies. Renata 
had been a dental 
assistant in Po-
land.

“We arrived 
in America 25 
years ago and 
still keep the tra-
ditions of Poland 
alive.  We deliver 
top quality meals 
with dedication,” 
iPierogi’s web-
site proclaims (www.ipierogi.com). 
Renata says she still uses the same 
ingredients, recipes and the same 
cooking steps as her family back in 
Suwałki.

RUSSIAN COMPETITION. The 
Minneapolis metro area is also 
home to many Russian emigres 
and Nastasha and Vladmir Buhov 
formerly of Voronezh (a city east 
of Kharhiv, Ukraine) now of New 
Hope, Minn., have over the past 
seven years successfully built Nata-
sha’s Pierogis as both a food trailer 
and wholesale pierogi distribution 

business to Lakewinds, one of the 
Twin Cities largest natural food 
markets. 

Business volume at suburban 
farmers markets has picked up in 
2020, Natasha says, and the couple 
will make weekly rounds with their 
“Pierogi Wagon” trailer in Maple 
Grove, Andover, Shoreview and 
Plymouth in October.  Natasha and 
Vladimir also have an online sales 
operation with eight varieties of tra-
ditional and Americanized versions 
of pierogi such as spinach-mozza-
rella, plus homemade sauerkraut 
(https://natashaspierogi.com/).

by Geraldine Balut Coleman

DETROIT — Fusion-style din-
ing seems to be a growing restau-
rant trend.  This includes Polish 
dishes being combined with the 
cuisines of other cultures. In Chi-
cago, the Kimski Restaurant, 960 
W. 31st Street, offers Polish-Korean 
fusion dining and the new Polombia 
in Chicago’s West Loop provides 
Polish-Colombian offerings. More 
information about them will be in 
the next issue of Polish American 
Journal.  

But for now let’s talk about a 
Polish-Mexican phenomenon that 
has hit Detroit – the Pierogi Taco. 
Yes, it’s a Pol-Mex fusion dish that 
originated a few months ago as sim-
ply a street food item.

At the Gratiot Central Market, 
1425 Gratiot Avenue, you’ll find 
a “pop-up” restaurant, Pietrzyk 
Pierogi, run by chef Erica Pi-
etrzyk. This has become a popular 
place for purchasing traditional as 
well as very unique pierogi. Erica, 
after considering the popularity of 
fusion foods decided to create her 
version of a pierogi taco, made 
with pierogi dough and filled with 
smoked kiełbasa, sauerkraut, sour 

cream, sliced jalapeño, and cilantro. 
Her pierogi dough even includes 
cream cheese, cheddar, and  some 
additional jalapeño for that Mexi-
can touch.

Not too far from the Gratiot 
Central Market you can find Ham-
tramck’s historic Polish Village 
Cafe (PVC), 2990 Yemans Avenue, 
where its Polish-speaking cooks, 
under the guidance of owner Caro-
lyn Wietrzykowski, started to of-
fer their own version of the pierogi 
taco. On the first day that the cafe 
offered this innovation, its pierogi 
tacos sold out by lunch time. Their 
version appears to be tacos made 
with pierogi dough and filled with 
kiełbasa, bacon, sauerkraut, onions, 
and some of PVC’s secret ingredi-
ents.  

These two restaurants have dif-
ferent hours of operation. The Pol-
ish Village Cafe is usually open 
11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily. Pi-
etrzyk Pierogi is only open on 
Thursday through Saturday from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. or 3:00 p.m. 
In both cases, you can check their 
websites or give them a call for up-
dates. Considering pandemic seat-
ing restrictions, the Polish Village 
Cafe fills up fast.  

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The Pol-
ish American Congress, Western 
New York Division has agreed to 
support production of the cooking 
show “Everyday Polish Cooking,” 
following favorable reception and 
feedback regarding the pilot epi-
sode by the WNY Polish American 
community. 

“Everyday Polish Cooking” is 
a culinary series offering instruc-
tions on preparing authentic Pol-
ish cuisine. The show is hosted by 
chef and Polonia community leader 
Irena Woszczak, and her longtime 
friend and food afficionado Ag-
nieszka Sołtysiak. The two best 
friends grew up together in Buf-
falo’s Polonia District as children 
of immigrant parents, who taught 
them to appreciate the rich Polish 
culture and gastronomy.

For many years, Woszczak pre-
pared soups for the Zupapalooza 
Polish Soup Festival, and other 
events. She continues to receive fa-
vorable reviews of her Dill Pickle 
Soup (Zupa Ogórkowa), most re-
cently by acclaimed Buffalo News 
Food Critic Andrew Galarneau. In 
a review of a recently-opened Pol-
ish restaurant, he said he remains 
very fond of Woszczak’s Dill Pickle 
soup recipe. 

Galarneau served as a judge at 
the Zupapalooza Soup Festival, 

in which Woszczak won the cov-
eted “Golden Ladle 
Award.” 

She continues to 
be sought out in the 
community to pres-
ent cooking classes 
and serve as a cu-
linary consultant. 
Prior to the Covid-19 
pandemic, she of-
fered Polish Cooking 
classes at Webster’s 
Kitchen in Tonawa-
nda, N.Y. 

When she is not 
cooking, Woszczak 
serves as owner of 
Broadway Opticians 
located in the Broad-
way Market.

“We are excited 
and honored for the 
opportunity to share 
our mutual passions for Polish cul-
ture and cooking with the commu-
nity,” said Woszczak and Sołtysiak. 
“We are both beyond thrilled to be 
doing this!”

PACWNY President James L. 
Ławicki said the concept of “Every-
day Polish Cooking” was formulat-
ed out of necessity during the pan-
demic. “It offers greater awareness, 
visibility, and education of Polish 
culture and cuisine at a time when 

people have been deprived of social 

interaction,” he said. 
The show’s focus will be on 

authentic Polish cuisine and its 
preparation, à la friends who enjoy 
having fun in the kitchen. The pro-
duction team engaged by the PAC 
has worked with cooking stars like 
Emeril Lagasse, Rachel Ray, An-
thony Bourdain, and Man vs. Food, 
and feels they have the right tal-
ent to make this show a winner for 
Western New York Polonia.

PAC Initiates “Everyday Polish Cooking” Show

Woszczak and Sołtysiak

Pierogi Tacos a Hit

Pierogi Tacos. (left) Pietrzyk’s version, and (right) PVC’s version.

by Mark Dillon

Amid hard times for many in-
door restaurants, and the demise of 
several major outdoor ethnic festi-
vals, one purveyor of Polish pierogi 
has turned to new venues to make 
ends meet in Minnesota this year.

Meet Renata and Robert Luni-
ewski of Woodbury, Minn., first 
generation immigrant entrepre-
neurs originally from Suwałki, Po-
land who operate the iPierogi Polish 
food truck business (ipierogi.com) 
across the Twin Cities.   

After success at temporary but 
often expensive booths at the events 
such as the Twin Cities Polish Fes-
tival, the couple three years ago 
decided to mobilize, converting a 
former Frito-Lay snack truck into a 
family business that now also em-
ploys their 16-year-old daughter. 

“We thought we could do bet-
ter,” said Renata.  

Until this year, better included 
additional, lucrative gigs at the 
Minnesota State Fair, the Holid-
azzle Village in Minneapolis, and 
European Christmas Market in 
Saint Paul. COVID 19-related can-
cellations have largely ended these 
venues, but not reduced Renata’s 
and Robert’s enthusiasm for turn-
ing adversity into opportunity.

“We’ve had to be much more 
creative this year,” said Robert.

iPierogi’s menu is relatively 
simple: three varieties of pierogi 
topped with bacon and onions (po-
tato, cheese and meat), smoked Pol-
ish kielbasa (a grill version) stuffed 
cabbage (golabki), potato pancakes 
and crepes (nalesniki). Christmas-
time last year saw the company add 
bigos at the Holidazzle, where they 
operated a “Pierogis Wonderland.”

Now, with restrictive state and 
municipal government rules on in-
door public gatherings, iPierogi’s 
Minnesota and Wisconsin customer 
base has shifted to parking lots at 

Menard’s hardware stores, several 
Costco parking lots, the St. Paul 
farmers’ market and periodic food 
truck “fairs” in Maple Grove and 
other suburban locales. 

TAKE OUT BUSINESS MODEL. 
The strategy gives the couple flexibil-
ity at a time when churches, fraternal 
halls and Polish organizations have 
shifted to take out versions of annual 
fund-raisers, some with success even 
as cities levy surcharges on dispos-
able containers and the ranks of vol-
unteers at some groups, dependent 
on events such as Festival of Nations, 
have collapsed. 

After better-than-expected results 
from a two-day take-out September 
Fest that featured potato with onions 
pierogi, Holy Cross parish in Min-
neapolis is doing two new non-lenten 
take out Fish Frys in October. Mean-
while, the Czech & Slovak Sokol 
Minnesota in St. Paul has turned all 
its culinary events — a September 
festival, an October pork dinner, a 
November kolache bake sale and a 
January duck dinner — into a Curb-
side Cuisine series.

“ C o n s e r v a -
tively budgeted 
to net $20,000 
in support of our 
great parish, this 
event brought in 
over $41,000,” 
Holy Cross said 
of its September 
Fest in its Sept. 
27 church bul-
letin. “The rum-
mage sale was 
record breaking, 
all raffle tickets 
sold, the auction 
exceeded expec-
tations.”

Belief in a 
worthy cause and 
quality of leader-
ship seem to be 
making the dif-

ference as groups change their busi-
ness model and adapt to the higher 
operating costs generated by CO-
VID safety rules. Take out options 
have become a bigger part of opera-
tions for most Twin Cities sit-down 
restaurants such as Kramarczuk’s 
(Ukrainian) and Jax (Polish-owned, 
mostly continental cuisine) as they 
operate with limited capacity.

Beginning October 2, weekly 
Friday take-out sales of pyrohy (the 
Ukrainian word for pierogi) also re-
sumed at St. Constantine Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Minneapolis.

LABOR OF LOVE. For Renata, Wi-
gilia back in Poland served as the 
inspiration for iPierogi. As a young 
girl in Suwałki, she says she par-
ticipated in annual family gather-
ings to make pierogi from scratch 
for Christmas Eve supper with her 
mom, grandma and cousins. 

iPierogi became a Horatio Alger-
type career for the Luniewskis as 
working hour jobs at a local nursery 
lost its appeal for the couple, and 
the family grew. Renata and Rob-

Russian competition:  Nastasha’s Pierogi are sold 
frozen in the Lakewinds food markets and freshly 
made at suburban Twin Cities farmers markets.

MINNESOTA VOICE

iPierogi mobile Polish Food Business Adapts to Loss of Fixed Festivals

Have pierogi, will travel: co-owner Robert Luni-
ewski behind the wheel of his iPierogi truck

DETROIT

BUFFALO
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POLANDPOLISH CHEF

by Robert Strybel

PICKLED HERRING (śledź 
marynowany): Open a jar of plain 
marinated herring (not in wine 
sauce and not creamed), drain, dis-
card onion and spices and serve as 
is with hot boiled potatoes or rye 
bread on the side.
 
CREAMED HERRING (śledź w 
śmietanie): Prepare as above, but 
briefly plunge herring into cold wa-
ter and drain well. Fork-blend a c or 
so sour cream to liquefy and pour 
over herring. Cover and refrigerate 
at least 2 hours before serving with 
hot boiled potatoes or rye bread. 

VEGETABLE SALAD (sałatka jar-
zynowa): In salad bowl combine: 
2 chopped dill pickles, 2 chopped 
onions or 1 bunch chopped green 
onions, 2 apples, peeled, cored and 
diced, 1 c drained canned navy 
beans, 1 c drained canned peas & 
carrots, 2 c diced. cold, cooked po-
tatoes and 1 green or red bell pep-
per, diced. Toss gently. Lace with 
sour cream-mayonnaise sauce: for 1 
c fork-blend 1/2 c each sour cream 
and mayonnaise and season to taste 
with salt, pepper, lemon juice, sug-
ar and brown mustard (Sarepska, 
Düswseldorf or Dijon),

HERRING SALAD (sałatka 
śledziowa): Add 1 c or more 
chopped, drained marinated her-
ring to the vegetable salad above 
and toss gently to distribute evenly. 
Dress with sour cream-mayonnaise 
sauce as above. 

EASY CLEAR BEETROOT SOUP 
(łatwy czysty czerwony barszcz): 
If there is a Polish market, deli or 
import shop in your area, the easiest 
way is to stock up on Krakus, Hor-
tex, Profi or other brands of clear 
red barszcz in 1-liter cartons. You 
can also improvise by combining 
3 c beet juice (from canned beets), 
1 c apple juice and ¼ mushroom 
bouillon cube dissolved in 1 c boil-
ing water. Heat to boiling. Season 
with salt & pepper, a dash of garlic 
powder, a pinch of marjoram, 1 T 
dry red wine and a little lemon juice 
and (optional) a little sugar to get a 
balanced tangy, tart & sweet flavor. 

BARSZCZ GO-TOGETHERS (do-
datki do czeronwgo barszczu): 
Traditional go-togethers with clear, 
red Wigilia barszcz are uszka, tiny 
ear-shaped mushroom-filled dump-
lings or hand-held mushroom-filled 
paszteciki (pasties). Both are rater 
involved, so see if your local Polish 
grocery doesn’t carry them.
 
FRIED FISH (ryba smażona): 
Any fresh-water fillets (esp. pike, 
walleye, perch, whitefish, etc.) are 
good for Wigilia. Rinse well and 
pat dry, salt and inrtersperse with 
onion slices and refrigerate covered 
overnight or at least 2 hrs. Discard 
onion, rinse fillets and pat dry. Sea-
son with salt, pepper and paprika, 
dredge in flour, shaking off excess, 
and fry in hot oil to a nice golden 
brown on both sides. When fully 
cooked, drain on paper towel and 
serve immediately.   
  
HORSERADISH SAUCE (sos chrz-
anowy): Fork-blend 1/3 c each: sour 

cream, mayonnaise and prepared 
(non-creamed) horseradish. Season 
with salt, white pepper, lemon juice 
and a little confectioner’s sugar to 
taste. Serve cold with fried fish.

SAUERKRAUT DISHES (potrawy 
z kapusty kiszonej): Baked sauer-
kraut with mushrooms and/or dried 
yellow peas as well as sauerkraut 
and mushroom pierogi are typical 
Christmas Eve dishes but do not fit 
this column’s “easy Wigilia” motif. 
If you can’t do without, see if your 
local Polish deli isn’t offering them.

POPPYSEED NOODLES (kluski z 
makiem): Cook 1 lb pkg of wide or 
medium-wide egg noodles slightly 
longer than al dente instructions 
on pkg. Dot hot, freshly-drained 
noodles with a little butter and stir 
in 1 c ready-to-use poppy seed pas-
try filling. If store-bought filling 
does not contain raisins, add 1/2 c 
plumped raisins and toss gently to 
distribute evenly. May be served 
warm, room temp or chilled. 

CHRISTMAS EVE COMPOTE 
(kompot wigilijny): In saucepan 
drench 1 c pitted prunes, 1 c mixed 
dried fruit, 1/2 c raisins and 1/2 c 
diced dried figs with boiling water 
to cover by 1” and let stand 1 hr. If 
water has been absorbed add some 
more and simmer on med-low heat 
about 15 min from the time mixture 
boils. Switch off heat, cover and let 
stand covered until cooled to room 
temp. Perk up the flavor with a little 
lemon juice. Serve chilled or room 
temp as a fruit desert or dilute with 
pre-boiled water for a fruit drink.

NOODLES & FRUIT (kluski z 
kompotem): Cook a pkg flat egg 
noodles slightly longer than the al 
dente directions on pkg and drain in 
colander. Transfer to serving plat-
ter and top with undiluted compote 
(above).

POPPYSEED COOKIES (ciastec-
zka z makiem): Work 2 c flour, 
1/3 c honey, 1/3 c sugar, 1/3 but-
ter, 1/3 c poppyseeds, 4 whole eggs 
and a pinch of salt into a uniform 
dough. Optional: ½ a t pumpkin-
pie spice may be added. Roll out 
to 1/8” thickness, cut into circles, 
stars, crescents, etc. with pastry 
cutter, arrange on greased baking 
sheet, puncture each cookie with 
fork in several places and bake in 
360° oven 15-20 min. Decorate 
with plain icing after they cool off, 
if desired. 

Preparing for Christmas: 
Wigilia Treats Made Easy by Jan Cienski

WARSAW — Jarosław 
Kaczyński, the leader of Poland’s 
ruling Law and Justice (PiS) party 
and the country’s most powerful 
politician, will join the Cabinet 
following a government reshuf-
fle, said Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki.

The move means that 
Morawiecki, who was chosen by 
Kaczyński to lead the government 
in 2017, will now have his party 
boss as his theoretical subordinate 
as a deputy prime minister. Serv-
ing in his first official post since PiS 
won power in 2015, he will oversee 
the defense, interior and justice 
ministries, who retain their own 
ministers.

Kaczyński’s presence “will be 
a big strengthening of our govern-
ment,” Morawiecki told reporters 
on Sept. 30, 2020.

The Cabinet reshuffle was the 
result of a fight with PiS’s two ju-
nior coalition partners, and espe-
cially Zbigniew Ziobro, the justice 
minister and chief prosecutor who 
is engaged in a power struggle with 

Morawiecki.
Ziobro keeps his powerful jobs.
The most controversial appoint-

ment is Przemysław Czarnek, the 
new minister of a combined educa-
tion and higher education portfolio, 
who is best known for his anti-gay 
comments.

In a June TV interview, he 
called “LGBT ideology” a “putrid, 
depraved, absolutely immoral ac-

tion” which endangers Polish fami-
lies. “Let’s end the discussion about 
these disgusting LGBT, homosexu-
ality, bisexuality, Pride parades.” 
He’s also skeptical of feminism.

Opposition politicians strongly 
denounced Czarnek’s appointment, 
which was seen as the most con-
troversial change in Morawiecki’s 
Cabinet.

“Such a man is the minister of 
national education? It’s just a scan-
dal and a disgrace,” said Piotr Zgor-
zelski, a lawmaker with the centrist 
Polish People’s Party. He said na-
tional education should stand for 
tolerance, but “Mr. Czarnek be-
came famous for his words about 
dehumanising other people, about 
stigmatising sexual minorities.”

The stated purpose of the gov-
ernment reshuffle has been to re-
duce the number of ministries to 
make governance more efficient.

PiS and President Andrezj Duda 
also  unleashed a wave of anti-gay 
propaganda earlier this year in a bid 
to boost support from nationalist 
right-wing voters and elements of 
the Catholic Church.

— from Politico and Euronews

Jarosław Kaczyński, the leader of 
Poland’s ruling Law and Justice 
party.

Cabinet reshuffle puts Jarosław Kaczyński in Government

The watercolor painting “Montmartre Cemetery in Paris” (above) by 
Julian Fałat from 1893 – one of over 63,000 artworks on the culture min-
istry’s list of art lost from Polish collections during World War II – was 
found hiding in plain sight in the collection of the gallery’s sister institu-
tion, the National Museum in Warsaw.

A prized Polish painting stolen by Nazi Germany’s head of occupied 
Poland Hans Frank, it has been returned to the National Museum in 
Kraków after 80 years.

It was not seen again after the war and it was added to the list of 
Polish wartime art losses. A few years ago, however, the senior curator 
from the Kraków gallery, Janina Skorupska-Szarlej, discovered that the 
painting had been in Poland all the time when she tracked it down to 
the National Museum in Warsaw on the internet.

After the war, the painting surfaced in Berlin, from where it was taken 
to Leningrad by a Red Army trophy-hunting brigade. After many years, 
it ended up in private hands and was eventually sold to the National 
Museum in Warsaw.

The painting is the only known landscape by Fałat with a view of 
Paris. The artist painted it in 1893 and although he liked to return to 
the same subjects, he never repeated this one, and did not create any 
copies.

Looted Artwork ReturnedKałaczyński Sets 
Sights on Another 
Marathon Record

BYDGOSZCZ, Poland — 
Ryszard Kałaczyński, a farmer 
from Witunia, Poland, became a lo-
cal hero five years ago when he ran 
366 marathons in 366 days, cover-
ing a distance of 42 km (26 miles) 
every day and getting into the 
Guinness Book of Records. 

Now the 60-year-old man, who 
works as a farmer in northern Po-
land, has set a new target for him-
self, which is even more ambitious 
than his previous one: to complete 
100 Ironman Triathlons in 100 days. 

One of the toughest one-day 
sporting events in the world, com-
pleting even just one Ironman Tri-
athlon is a daunting task: it involves 
swimming 2.4 miles, cycling 112 
miles, and running 26 miles. The 
races typically begin in the morn-
ing and are completed in 16 or 17 
hours.

In Kałaczyński’s case, the chal-
lenge will involve swimming 386 
km, cycling around 18,000 and run-
ning over 4,200 in a hundred days.

Kałaczyński took up running 
to overcome his alcohol addiction 
which he then wrote about in his 
book “Wytwać w biegu” (“Keep 
on running”), published in Polish 
in 2017. The countries neighboring to-

day’s Poland are: Germany, the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Ukraine, 
Belarus, Lithuania and Russia’s 
Baltic enclave known as Kalinin-
grad. Before World War II Poland’s 
neighbors were: Germany, Czecho-
slovakia, Romania, Soviet Russia 
and Lithuania.

King Casimir the Great, the 
only Polish ruler to earn that title, 
expanded Poland’s territory, re-
formed its currency and military, 
codified laws, set up its first univer-
sity and built towns, castles, monas-
teries roads and bridges. 

Elections in Poland have tra-
ditionally been held on a Sunday 
to ensure a better turnout. A great 
many Poles visit the polls (no pun 
intended!) on their way home from 
Sunday Mass.

Grover Cleveland (1897-1908) 

was one of the few politicians of the 
Civil War era who did not serve in 
the army. He found a Polish immi-
grant whom he paid $150. to go to 
the front in his place, a legally ac-
ceptable arrangement back then. 

Real tongue-twisters to non-
Poles and non-Polish-speaking 
PolAms is the sentence “W Szc-
zebrzeszynie chrząszcz brzmi w 
trzcinie” (in the town of Szczebrz-
eszyn a beetle is buzzing in the 
reeds). Another challenge is “Stół z 
powyłamywanymi nogami” (a table 
with broken-off legs).

The city of Łódź, located close 
to the geographic center of Poland, 
is its motion-picture capital. Be-
cause of the movie connection, it is 
sometimes humorously referred to 
as ”Hollyłódź” (pronounced: Holly-
woodge).

— Robert Strybel

DID YOU KNOW?
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HAVERHILL, Mass. – Joseph 
Anthony Kmiec, a World War II 
veteran was the oldest living male 
representative of the post-war Pol-
ish community in the Haverhill 
area. One of the last of “the greatest 
generation,” he had a remarkable 
life as devoted husband, father, a 
man of faith, and a true provider.

Surrounded by his family, he 
passed away unexpectedly on July 
30.

Born on July 9, 1926 in Wado-
wice Górne in southeastern Poland, 
Józef Antoni Kmieć emigrated to 
the United States in 1934. There, he 
joined the rest of the family, eventu-
ally settling in Lawrence, Mass.

In 1944, at the age of 18, Kmiec 
enlisted in the Army Infantry. For 
19 months, he served in European 
operations as rifleman, ammunition 
handler, and in the Military Police 
Battalion, was awarded the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge; and deco-
rated with the Army of Occupation 
Medal, European African Middle 
Eastern Campaign Medal, World 
War II Victory Medal and retroac-
tively - The Bronze Star. Kmiec left 
as a private first class, being honor-
ably discharged in 1946. He joined 
the Air Force Reserves as a Second 
Lieutenant and continued service 

during his civilian employment.
He returned to high school, 

graduated, and received his Bache-
lor of Science degree in mechanical 
engineering from the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst.

Kmiec began his career at West-
ern Electric in Kearny, N.J. He met 
Victoria, the love of his life on Val-
entine’s Day and they were married 
on October 9, 1954.

Kmiec retired in 1989. He was a 
member of the Massachusetts and 
New England Society of Profes-
sional Engineers.

Kmiec was an active member 
of Saint Michael’s Roman Catholic 
Church, the Polish parish in Haver-

hill, which was later merged to All 
Saints Church. He was on the St. 
Michael’s Parish Council, was an 
officer of The Polish National Home 
and member of the Casimir Pulaski 
Polish Social Club.

He was a founding member 
of The Lubliniacy Polish Song 
& Dance Ensemble – serving as 
propsmaster, sound technician and 
performing in the senior ensemble. 
With his family, he was awarded 
the Oskar Kolberg Award – Po-
land’s most prestigious cultural 
honor. In 2008, Kmiec and his wife 
received the Merrimack Valley Po-
lonia Honors Award.

Kmiec is survived by his wife, 
Victoria; his sons John and Staś; 
daughters Christine and Diane; 
their spouses, grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews.

An “everyman,” Kmiec was 
humble, unassuming and practical 
in character, and led with straight-
forward, matter-of-fact simplicity. 
He always proclaimed he was feel-
ing “fantastic,” which he attributed 
to the care and Polish cooking of his 
wife, along with his active life.

A Mass of Christian Burial took 
place on August 11; burial with mil-
itary honors followed. 

Alice Gordon, Active in 
Republican Party

LACKAWANNA, N.Y. — Alice 
E. (nee Bigaj) Gordon of Lacka-
wanna was a past president of the 
Lackawanna Women’s Republican 
Club, a Committee Woman of the 
Lackawanna Republican Party for 
30 years, and a member of the Pro-
fessional & Business Women of Po-
lonia. She was a teacher’s aide in the 
Lackawanna School District for 29 
years. Alice was the daughter of the 
late George and Bertha Bigaj, own-
ers of Bigaj’s Restaurant in Lacka-
wanna. In its heyday, the establish-
ment was known for its outstanding 
food, and as a meeting place for lo-
cal and regional politicos. 

Michael Sztaba, Marine 
Veteran, Bandleader

BERLIN, Conn. — Michael 
Thomas Sztaba, 73, of Berlin, hus-
band of Karen Stephens Sztaba, 
passed away at his home after a 
long illness. Those who knew him, 
know he was living proof of the 
saying “Once a Marine, Always a 
Marine.” 

Sztaba was a well-known, ac-
complished musician who had his 
own band, The Jolly Nutmeggers. 

The band was popular throughout 
the Northeast and recorded one LP 
album.

He was a sergeant in the Marine 
Corps and fought in Vietnam dur-
ing the Tet Offensive. A Berlin resi-
dent since 1989, Sztaba was a mem-
ber of the Marine Corps League, 
the American Legion, and was a 
member and past commander of the 
VFW Post 511. 

Sztaba enjoyed his annual visits 
to the Saratoga Race Track in New 
York, and was a huge supporter of 
his daughter’s passion for the Ara-
bian horse. He was also an avid fish-
erman. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Wallace and Jean (Myska) 
Sztaba, and brother Thomas Sztaba. 

Margaret C. Lukaszewski, 
Sang “Hello” To All

Margaret C. Lukaszewski, 95, 
passed away peacefully on Septem-
ber 7, 2020. Margaret was born in 
Milwaukee on November 2, 1924 to 
the late Boleslaw and the late Victo-
ria (Witt) Lukaszewski. She is sur-
vived by nieces and nephews. 

Lukaszewski grew up on the 
South Side of Milwaukee, attend-
ed Catholic schools, and earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Mount 

Mary College. 
She sang with 
the Kansas City 
Lyric Theater 
for two seasons, 
and was a solo-
ist with numer-

ous symphonies including the Chi-
cago, Indianapolis, and National 
Broadcasting Company (NBC) 
Symphony Orchestras. 

She also had time to sing at wed-
dings for many family members 
and friends. 

Claudia Cassidy, the late per-
forming arts critic of the Chicago 
Tribune, once wrote that Lukasze-
wski had “a soprano voice of un-
usual quality ... range, warmth, and 
creaminess of lyrical line.” 

Not only did she share her tal-
ent through song, but she also 
taught voice to many students, both 
at home and at Maine North High 
School, located in Des Plaines, Ill. 
She supplemented her musical ca-
reer as an independent insurance 
agent for the Rockwood Company 
for 50 years. Her friends said that 
Lukaszewski never said hello, she 
sang it! 

—photo and story by Geraldine 
Balut Coleman  

Michael Schneider, 94, born on 
September 27, 1926, in Brody near 
Lviv, Ukraine, formerly part of Po-
land, passed away on September 16, 
2020. During World War II he was 
sent to a forced labor camp in Ger-
many. Once he moved to the United 
States he joined the United States 
Air Force where he served as a na- as a na-
vigator.

Later, he graduated from the Il-
linois Institute of Technology, earn-
ing a degree in electronics. He then 
married his beloved, the late Danu-
ta Kowalczyk Schneider. 

Schneider was an active member 
of The Polish Museum of America 
(PMA), the Chicago Society of 
the Polish National Alliance, and 
helped Zrzeszenie Nauczycieli Pol-

skich w Ameryce (Polish Teachers 
Association in America), and many 
other organizations. He attended al-
most all events hosted by the PMA 

and volunteered much of his time at 
the Museum. He cherished educa-
tion and supported teachers. 

Schneider loved travel, was an 
amateur photographer, was a clas-
sical and folk music enthusiast, and 
loved to talk about old movies and 
American cars. He was an expert 
at playing Sudoku and the Polish 
version of Solitaire, pasjans. Sch-
neiderwas known as a quiet gentle-
man, showing kindness toward all 
who crossed his path.  

Schneider is survived by two 
nieces, several great nephews, 
great-great cousins, and many de-
voted Chicago area friends.  

— Geraldine Balut Coleman

IN MEMORIAM
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HAMTRAMCK, Mich. — 
The Piast Institute, along with Dr. 
Dominik Stecuła of Colorado State 
University, announce the initiation 
of the second volume of its Polish 
Americans Today Survey. 

The Piast Institute is a nationally 
recognized think tank focusing on 
Polish and Polish American affairs 
as well as being the only Census In-
formation Center (CIC) in the state 
of Michigan. 

This survey is the second edi-
tion of its Polish Americans Today 
Survey, which collects the demo-
graphic, social, economic and po-
litical positions and information 
of America’s Polonia. Under the 
direction of the late Dr. Thaddeus 
Radzilowski, President Emeritus, 
and Dominik Stecuła, the first batch 
of results was published in 2010 as a 
book, freely available on its website 
(www.PiastInstitute.org), from the 
Piast Institute.

The book has gone through sev-
eral printings and has been popu-
lar in both the United States and 
Poland. But despite the success of 
previous data gathering efforts, the 
Institute still needs data to know 
more about our Polish American 
community, which is why it will 
be conducting another survey this 
year, in 2020. 

This survey by Piast Institute 
under the direction of Virginia 
Skrzyniarz, CEO of Piast and Dr. 
Dominik Stecuła, will continue to 
provide Piast with answers about 
Polonia. The Institute hopes the 
current survey will lead the release 
of an updated volume, which will 
continue to be relevant to countless 
researchers, scholars, community 
organizations, and others interested 
in Polonia.

“The value of this work is not 
purely academic, but it has implica-
tions for our understanding of who 
we are as a community and where 
we are headed.” said Dr. Dominik 
Stecuła. 

This survey can be easily ac-
cessed by following this link: www.
polishamericanstudy.com. The sur-
vey is completely anonymous and 
you can decline to answer any ques-
tion that you do not want to answer 
by skipping it. The information you 
give will be kept confidential and 
will not be linked to you in any 
way. This survey is only available 
in English.

If you have any questions, please 
contact the Piast Institute at: info@
piastinstitute.org or call (313) 733-
4535. You can also send an email 
regarding questions on the survey 
to: dominik.stecula@colostate.edu.

Piast Institute Launches 
2020 Polish Americans StudyMichael Schneider, Outstanding PMA Volunteer
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Joseph A. Kmiec, World War II Veteran

NEW YORK — “Polish Holiday 
Cookery,” originally published by 
Hippocrene Books as a 248-page 
hardcover, is now available as a 
compact paperback. 

Authored by 
Polish-Ameri-
can journalist 
Robert Strybel, 
it appeared as 
a sequel to the 
huge, 875-page 
“Polish Heri-
tage Cookery,” 
which he cre-
ated together with his wife Majka 
back in 1993. It is believed to be 
the largest English-language Polish 
cookbook ever published.

 The big book (“Polish Heritage 
Cookery”) contained over 2,200 
recipes and was conceived as a 
comprehensive compendium of 
Polish culinary arts and traditions 
which could readily be used for dai-
ly meal planning. By contrast, the 
paperback “Polish Holiday Cook-
ery,” as its title suggests, focuses on 

special-occasion dishes. 
Highlighted are the traditional 

foods of Christmas and Easter, 
weddings, christenings, nameday / 
birthday parties and even that tra-
ditional big Polish Sunday dinner. 
There are sections devoted to fes-
tive banquets and summer-festival 
dishes as well as foods suited to 
campfires and picnics. Included 
are ways to prepare home-made 
alcoholic beverages and fast-food 
suggestions as well as even tips on 
Polish-flavored fruit and vegetable 
gardening.

The paperback “Polish Holiday 
Cookery” is a welcome addition to 
any Polish-American kitchen book-
shelf. It also makes a great wed-
ding, shower or other-occasion gift 
as well. It is available from Hippo-
crene in the print-on-demand mode 
by visiting its web site at www.hip-
pocrenebooks.com. 

Amazon.com offers both the 
softcover and Kindle versions of 
the book.

Polish Holiday Cookery Now Available 
in Paperback and Kindle Editions
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by Jennifer Pijanowski 

Buffalonians celebrated along 
with the Krupski family as Tony 
Krupski was recently inducted into 
the International Polka Association 
Polka Music Hall of Fame. 

The mere mention of the Krew 
Brothers brings a smile to the face 
of any polka aficionado. In honor 
of this well-deserved recognition, 
I thought it would be enlightening 
to get an inside look from those 
who knew him best: Tony’s broth-
ers. Dennis was quick to offer some 
thoughts from their history and 
family memories exclaiming that 
Tony was a brother like no other: 

“The first of seven Krupski boys 
would turn out to be the kind of 
brother we all respected and always 
looked up to. Starting out play-
ing accordion at the age of 12, he 
would excel in learning to play this 
instrument. His aspirations in the 
polka field were of many different 
groups such as The Naturals and 
The Connecticut Twins, and vocal 
artists Li’l Wally and Marion Lush, 
to mention just a few.

Tony also had many different in-
terests in music. He was also known 
as a very talented vocalist, shaping 
his singing style from his favor-
ite male artist, Engelbert Hump-
erdinck. The Krew band worked 

originally in the wedding industry 
as a three piece group in the early 
’60s, and crossing over to polka 
when Allen and Dennis joined the 
band in the late ’60s. The band’s 
first 45 r.p.m. record, recorded lo-
cally, was the “Polish Dish” polka, 
written by Tony. There were many 
other original songs Tony wrote 
that were recorded on The Krew 
Brothers other albums. 

The success of the Krew Broth-
ers would come in the late 1960s to 
the early ’80s, traveling to all the 
main polka conventions with Tony 
at the helm, arranging bookings, 
setting up travel details and lodg-
ing for the band. The Krews never 
stayed in a hotel when traveling. So 
many generous people opened up 
their homes to us. There are just too 
many to mention, and we were so 

greatly appreciative.
Tony’s contribution to the polka 

industry is so well-deserved. Dur-
ing his virtual induction into the 
IPA Hall of Fame in September 
2020, I noticed many, many people 
writing things like “Finally,” “It’s 
about time,” and “Should have been 
done years ago.” Tony would have 
been humbled and honored to have 
been able to accept this award him-

self. The award is bittersweet, but 
we are also happy to see him finally 
receiving the recognition he so well 
deserved. Up until the time he got 
ill, Tony played, and played often. 
He could be seen performing with 
his group, or during the week, you 
could spot him at a nursing home 
or at the local McDonald’s restau-
rant, performing for free because he 
truly loved to play. He almost never 
turned down the opportunity to 
perform for people because it was 
his true passion in life.

I remember my brother (Tony) 
telling me that when he was a 
youngster, he was referred to by his 
classmates as the “Red Rooster” 
because of his bright red hair. Little 
did we know later in life he would 
turn out to be a ”Mother Hen” as 
we lost our mom in 1966, leaving 

behind seven sons. I guess 
the outside world will never 
really know of the guid-
ance and dedication Tony 
showed his six brothers. I 
can honestly say that we are 
all better people because of 
our dear brother Tony.”

v v v
I would like to extend 

huge thank you to Dennis 
for sharing his thoughts and 
some inside family history. 
We all look forward to at-
tending the festivities next 
year when we can properly 
celebrate this award to-
gether in the company of 
our families and all of the 
Krupski brothers.

THAT BRINGS ME TO the 
exciting International 
Polka Association an-
nouncement that its next 
convention will take place 
on Sept. 3-5, 2021 and will 

be held at the Doubletree by Hilton 
Cranberry. The venue is located 
right off of I-79 and the Pennsylva-
nia Turnpike, only 25 minutes from 
downtown Pittsburgh in Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Many polka fans took advantage 
of the opportunity to check out the 
hotel, its amenities, and the sur-
rounding area by attending a week-
end chock full of fun in Cranberry 
that included a golf outing, music 
by The Beat, and a local Oktober-
fest featuring a Jam Band on Friday 
night and the Kosmix on Saturday 
evening. Golfers taking part in the 
outing enjoyed Suncrest and Cran-
berry Highlands Golf Courses, both 
conveniently located near the Dou-
bletree in Cranberry. 

The polka music for the week-
end began on Friday night at Sports 
Grille with an Oktoberfest-style 
jam session underneath an out-
door heated tent. Polka lovers were 
treated to a jam band that included 
so many talented musicians from 
the Western Pennsylvania area as 
well as those who traveled to take 
part in the stellar weekend. Chris 
Bogdon, Erik Bogdon, Jeff Yash, 
Mike Matousek, Dave Morris, 
and Richie Kois made up the core 
band but many musicians lent their 
talents throughout the night. Brian 
Kapka, Brian Urbanczyk, Jack 
Beachly, Ryan Lucotch, Andrew 
Kuczmarski, Steven Hayest, Jo-
seph Ryndak, Greg Chwojdak, 
Bob Earl, and Rich Zebrowski all 
took the stage at one point during 
the evening, making this a truly 
star-studded jam event. 

Saturday afternoon fans made 
their way to scenic North Boundary 
Park where The Beat performed. 
Attendees were able to bring their 
own coolers, chairs, snacks, and 
beverages for a beautiful day of mu-
sic at this local park. Temperature 
checks were given upon entrance 
and there was plenty of room for 

fans to spread out to watch the band 
while social distancing. Some did 
choose to stand under the pavilion 
to watch the band and dance to their 
favorite Beat melodies, while other 
spread around the circumference of 
the venue. 

After months of not attending 
a live event, it was wonderful to 
see so many friends and smiling 
faces. Numerous fellow Western 
New Yorkers attended, as well as 
polka fans from Chicago, upstate 
and central New York, New Jersey, 
Cleveland, Michigan, and the Ohio 
Valley. A tremendous turnout for 
this event which drew many musi-
cians who, are typically busy with 
their performance schedules, made 
the trek to this recently rare polka 
event. Jimmy Weber, Bryan Ur-

banczyk, Andy Bojczuk, Rich & 
Vicki Zebrowski, Dave & Stacey 
Morris, Ryan Lucotch, Ray “Jay” 
Jarusinski, Jeff Yash, and Brian 
Kapka were just some of the mu-
sicians on hand enjoying the Beat. 
The band sounded incredible. Mike 

Costa and Steve Hayest captivat-
ed the crowd with tight horns and 
powerful vocals while the newest 
members, Sebastian Pucowski and 
Alex and Nik Yash, added excite-
ment, showing their unbridled en-
thusiasm for the music. 

After enjoying sets packed with 
favorites from The Beat, polka 
lovers were energized to go enjoy 
some more music courtesy of the 
Kosmix. Polka music overtook the 
outside covered tent once again at 
the Sports Grille in Cranberry. An-
other refreshing stage packed with 
young talent under the leadership 
of Randy Koslosky entertained 
the socially-distanced large tent. 
Taking requests and showcasing 
a set of music from Energy kept 
the intensity high, as fans did not 
want the evening to end. This group 
continues to gain momentum and 
diversify polka music. I am always 
so impressed with the beautiful vo-
cals, smiling faces, and exhilaration 
that exude from this group when 
they perform. 

Thank you to Jeff Yash, Chris 
Bogdon, and all of the other people 
who worked so hard to make this a 
successful weekend event. I felt an 
immense rejuvenation after months 
without my polka family and music. 
I know we all look forward to being 
able to get back to seeing each other 
on a regular basis.

POLISH AMERICAN JOURNAL

DEDICATED TO THE PROMOTION AND CONTINUANCE OF POLISH AMERICAN MUSIC

Polka Music 
on your 

computer 
24 Hours a 

Day plus many 
LIVE and 

pre-recorded 
shows!

DANCE TIME

Among those attending the events 
in Cranberry, Pa., were (above): 
Tim and Traci Raymond; (right) 
Andy Bojczuk and Mike Burdzy, 
and (below) Marty and Carol 
Olshanski.

Remembering the Late Tony Krupski

Tony Krew, recently inducted in the Inter-
national Polka Association Hall of Fame, 
loved to perform. He is shown here stroll-
ing through Buffalo’s famous Broadway 
Market.

The Krupski brothers, known professionally as the Krew Brothers, re-
united to perform at the McKinley Park Inn in 1995. (l. to r.): Allen, Ricky, 
Ken, Donny, Dennis, Gary, and Tony.
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by James Polaski

Johnnie Bomba was born in Chi-
cago and grew up in “the back of 
the yards,” a neighborhood on the 
city’s southwest side, once home to 
the famous Union Stock Yards. The 
son of a New City independent beer 
distributor, Bomba took up clarinet 
at Sacred Heart school in the fourth 
grade and quickly excelled, play-
ing the first chair. He also taught 
himself to play alto sax, using his 
brother’s instrument. 

Bomba got together with several 
of his friends – Connie Bandusky 
on accordion and Stan Consavec 
on drums, and Joe Chlacz on trum-
pet – to form a group. A neighbor, 
who heard the boys playing and 
was surprised at how good they 
sounded, asked if they’d play for his 
upcoming 10th wedding anniver-
sary. The neighbor wanted to sur-
prise his wife! Of course, the boys 
were thrilled! This was their first 
job, an Italian wedding, and it led to 
Bomba being a bandleader — oddly 
enough, something he never wanted 
to be.

Bomba was booked to play at 
a wedding on his graduation day 
from grade school where he was 
also valedictorian. He asked the 
bride if he could leave to attend 
his graduation. The bride gave her 
blessing saying “education comes 
first!” So, Bomba left the job, went 
to the graduation and spoke to the 
graduating class and then went back 
and finished playing the wedding.

He soon found his way into big-
ger nine-piece bands and played 
with them while also having his 
own five-piece group which was 
doing polka jobs until the war came 
along. In the Army, he was with 
the 30th Division Special Services 
where he became the director of 
the drum and bugle corps and the 
dance band while also helping with 
the USO shows. Bomba landed in 
France on D-Day Plus 2, was in six 
major battles, worked in counterin-
telligence and fought in the Battle 
of the Bulge. 

AFTER RETURNING FROM THE 
SERVICE, Bomba formed his own 
orchestra again around 1944-45 
with his old friend Connie Ban-
dusky on accordion, Al Cook on 
trumpet, Stan Consavec on drums, 
and John Hrymak on upright bass. 
After six months, Consavec left and 
Stan Lee joined the orchestra on 
drums and would stay until 1948. 
Around the same time, Bandusky 
wanted to more play boogie-woo-
gie, and left with Bomba’s blessing 
to form his own band in 1946. Bom-
ba heard of an accordionist, Ches-
ter Kordelewski, who was playing 
at a Bridgeport Club, liked what 
he heard and asked Kordelewski to 
play in his orchestra. Kordelewski 
said “Okay, but you’ve got to give 
me two jobs a month!” Bomba 
laughed since the orchestra was 
already playing several times that 
number of dates a month. Hrymak 
had also left to teach out of state 
and Vince Dinees joined the or-
chestra on upright string bass. Last, 
when Cook left, he was replaced on 
trumpet in December 1947 by Ted 
Tokarz.

Bomba’s orchestra never had 
a shortage of work, for they had a 
fabulous sound that dancers liked. 
He never advertised the orchestra, 
instead getting their work from re-
ferrals. 

BOMBA GOT HIS FIRST radio op-
portunity in June 1948 on WGES 
playing on Dr. Sikora’s radio pro-
gram and had Valeria Gracas, Julies 
Sliwa and/or Marisha Data singing. 
Losing a violin player to the Chi-
cago Symphony, Bomba brought 
in Joe Tatar on piano and the Ham-
mond Solovox, an instrument that 
could be set to sound like a violin. 
Bomba purchased a second Solovox 
which was played by Kordelews-
ki usually playing harmony, the 
melody being played on the solo-
vox with the piano. While on Dr. 
Sikora’s program, they were slotted 
opposite the Jack Benny Program 
and Dr. Sikora was very surprised 
when the phones rang off the hook! 
The ratings showed that the Johnnie 
Bomba Orchestra drew favorably 
against Jack Benny. In addition, be-
cause many of  Bomba’s musicians 
also taught music, they could di-
rectly track an increase in students 
wanting to play band instruments 
from their radio appearances.

The Solovoxes would prove to 
be a signature sound of the Bom-
ba Orchestra, producing a fuller 
sound that added more musical 
color and variety. Joe Tatar would 
set the Solovox to sound like a 
clarinet and play harmony behind 
Bomba resulting in a two-clarinet 
sound! This was also perhaps a bit 
of musical history with the Solovox 
playing the role of what today is a 
synthesizer. On ballroom tunes, the 
Solovox was often also added, giv-
ing three- and four-part harmony to 
many arrangements. 

In 1949, Bomba and the band 
were playing at Tromba’s grove on 
Milwaukee Ave. in Niles, where the 
PR man for the Frank Wojnarowski 
Orchestra was in attendance. Tell-
ing Wojnarowski how good they 
were, the east-coast bandleader 
contacted Walter Dana of Dana Re-
cords, who then called Bomba to 
ask if he would record for his label. 

The Johnnie Bomba Orchestra 
cut their first recording at RCA Vic-
tor Studios in 1950, two sides of a 
78 recording, “Rain Rain” polka 
and “Hej Tam Na Gorze” with vo-
cals by Adam Gregorzewski. Bom-
ba was the first Chicago orchestra to 
record polka music introducing the 
Chicago style of polka to the world. 
Later, Dana moved to Universal 
Studios with engineer Bill Put-
nam. There, Putnam would bring 
in name bandleaders like Count 
Basie, or Ralph Marterie to watch 
Bomba record — Putnam consid-
ered the Johnnie Bomba Orchestra 
consummate pros at recording. The 
orchestra would go in the studio 
at 10:00 p.m., and leave at 1:00 or 

2:00 a.m. after having put down 10 
to 12 sides. Tunes were brought in 
by Walter Dana and the orchestra 
would work out a quick arrange-
ment, play it through once and re-
cord the cut on the second take.

In 1951, Bomba was voted 
“Polka King of The 
Midwest,” in a poll of 
ballroom operators and 
record store owners by 
Billboard Magazine and 
Variety. 

A POLKA FIRST. In 1950, Bomba 
was the first polka band to play the 
Aragon and Trianon for a period 
of two years. The Bomba Orches-
tra would draw 4,000 people on a 
single night at the Trianon. It was 
their owner, Andrew Karzas, who 
called Bomba “The Polish Wayne 
King,” because the sound Bomba 
had on the alto sax was so much like 
that of Wayne King. Along the way 
Bomba brought in Marisha Data 
to sing again with the Orchestra at 
the Aragon. At first, Marisha said 
no, saying: “Who wants to come 
out and see a fat lady sing!” But he 
convinced her otherwise, bringing 
Marisha Data to polka music where 
she found tremendous popularity. 
Band highlights during this period 
include being featured on the How-
ard Motors Polka Parade on WGN-
TV in 1955; playing on Ron Terry’s 
Polka Party; being the first guest 
on a new radio program hosted by 
Chet Schafer on WTAQ AM.; and 
appearing on Rudy Orisek’s In-
ternational Cafe on WGN along 
with Judy Collins, and Peter, Paul, 
& Mary. Bomba also had a radio 
program on what was then WOPA 
in Oak Park, which is now WPNA 
1490 AM.

In 1951, Johnnie Bomba was 
voted “Polka King of The Mid-

west,” in a poll of ballroom op-
erators and record store owners by 
Billboard Magazine and Variety. 
Certainly, a feather in their hats as a 
small orchestra. But Bomba would 
often say he wasn’t fond of the title 
because he felt all the bandleaders 
were “polka kings” in their own 
right, since they brought their own 
styles, arrangements, and vocals to 
the music. He would also say that 
he wasn’t really a polka band, but 
a dance band that played pop dance 
music of the day and put polkas 
into that mix. With the recordings 
on Dana Records, radio programs 
and TV shows, however, Bomba 
acquired the label of being a polka 
band. The Dana Album, Chop Suey 
Polka, was the first 33 rpm LP to be 
issued by Dana, which also issued 
numerous extended play 45s with 
four tunes on each. With the demise 
of Dana Records in the early 80s, 
the music of the Johnnie Bomba 
Orchestra lives on with many of 
the Dana, Rex and other recordings 
available on the Music Zone (www.
themusiczone.com).

DURING THE HEYDAY OF POLKA 
BANDS, the ’40s to the ’60s, the 
orchestra never had a shortage of 
work and it found Bomba playing 
Wednesday through Sunday, often 
playing two and three jobs per day. 
Despite calls for smaller groups, 
he refused to take jobs with less 
than the full orchestra, insisting 
they would draw bigger crowds — 
which they did! 

Bomba played for President 
Johnson when he came to Chicago 
and later in the 1970s, he was asked 
to work on the music for the film 
F.I.S.T. starring Sylvester Stallone 
which was loosely based on the 
Teamsters and Jimmy Hoffa. Bom-
ba also played the bandleader in the 
wedding scene in the film.

Bomba attributed a good deal of 
his success both to his wonderful 
group of talented musicians and to 
his wife, Jan. While Bomba worked 
a day job delivering milk and played 
the orchestra jobs on the weekend 
Jan raised their four children, John 
Jr., Linda, Bernard, and Richard. 

After the passing of Chester 
Kordelewski, Ted Tokarz and Bom-
ba Knopp (piano), Johnnie Bomba 
retired from playing in 1994 to take 
care of his wife, Jan who had health 
issues.

Bomba would say he has had 
a blessed life with his family and 
all the people he and his orchestra 
made happy with their recordings 
and performances, many of whom 
remember him to this day.

Johnnie Bomba died on Septem-
ber 13, 2018 at the age of 96 in Chi-
cago.

“It’s Polka Time!” host Craig Ebel

NEW PRAGUE, Minn. — “It’s 
Polka Time!” with Craig Ebel can 
now be heard every Sunday eve-
ning from 9:00 to 11:00 p.m. over 
95.5 FM and AM 1350 KCHK in 
New Prague. 

Known as “Classic Music,” 
KCHK (500-watts) features vin-
tage country; 50s-60s rock, and 
roll, and is best known for playing 
polka music for the Czechs (hence, 
the station’s call letters KCHK) 
that settled the area starting in the 
mid-1850s. KCHK’s signal covers 
a large area of southern Minnesota 
including the cities of Faribault, 
Northfield, Cannon Falls, Mankato, 
New Ulm, Saint Peter, Jordan, Wa-
conia, and also “skirts” the south-
western suburbs of Minneapolis. 
KCHK can also be found streaming 
on the Internet at kchkradio.net.

According to KCHK’s general 
manager, Tom Goetzinger, “KCHK 
Radio proudly calls itself the Polka 
Place.  ‘It’s Polka Time!’ will now 
be a fantastic finishing touch to an 
entire Sunday offering of polka mu-
sic starting at 6:00 a.m., with this 
show wrapping up the program-
ming from 9:00-11:00 p.m. In addi-
tion to the whole day on Sunday, K-
Check plays polka music 5:00-8:00 
a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.”  

“It’s Polka Time!” is produced 
from the Twin Cities of Minneapo-
lis and St. Paul, Minnesota, and is 
also heard on 18 other radio stations 
all across the United States. For a 
complete listing, visit www.itspol-
katime.com.

The show is also heard over the 
Internet on www.polkajammernet-
work.org, Saturdays from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. CST and archived.

Information regarding It’s Polka 
Time! radio shows and these radio 
stations can be found on the Inter-
net at www.itspolkatime.com. Ra-
dio stations interested in broadcast-
ing “It’s Polka Time!” can request a 
demo of the show by sending an e-
mail to itspolkatime@hotmail.com.  

Polka bands and record labels in-
terested in having their recordings 
considered for airplay on can send 
their material to P.O. Box 32757, 
Minneapolis, MN  55432-0757.

LOOKING BACK

Johnnie Bomba, One of Chicago’s Greatest

Johnny Bomba (above, left, shortly after returning from service, and 
right, in retirement), was inducted in the IPA Hall of Fame in 1980. His 
band was the first polka group to play the Aragon Ballroom. Years later, 
he played for President Lyndon Johnson.

DRIVETIME POLKAS 
with “RONNIE D”
WESTERN NEW YORK’S ONLY SEVEN-DAY-A-WEEK POLKA SHOW

MONDAY-SATURDAY 5:00-7:00 p.m.
WXRL 1300AM / 95.5 FM
SUNDAYS 8:00-11:00 a.m.
WECK 100.5 FM
WECK 102.9 FM
WECK 1230AM
www.weckbuffalo.com

www.drivetimepolkas.com

“Drive Time Polkas” 
features a wide variety 
of polka music, traffic 

reports, and information 
on polka dances and other 
social events in Western 

New York.

FOR INFORMATION or 
ADVERTISING RATES, CALL

(716) 683-4357

KCHK welcomes 
“It’s Polka Time!”
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Polish
New 

Castle 
Radio

Streaming Polka Joy 
Across the World 

On The Fastest-Grow-
ing Polka Network

www.PolishNew-
CastleRadio.com

NOVEMBER POLKA BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays courtesy Li’l John’s Polka Show, WAVL Radio 910 AM and 98.7 FM, Saturday 10:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., and on the web at www.987jack.fm.  Live streaming at www.PA_Talk.com. For informa-
tion, write to: 121 Seminole Dr., Greensburg, PA 15601; (724) 834-7871; johnnalevanon@aol.com.

ROCKIN’
POLKAS

with
MIKE & GEORGE PASIERB

WXRL  
1300 AM /95.5 FM

LANCASTER-BUFFALO
EVERY SAT.URDAY

2:00-4:00 p.m.

ROCKIN’
POLKAS

NAME  BORN DIED KNOWN FOR CITY, STATE
1 Max Smulewicz 1936  Bandleader / Musician N.J.
1 Kevin Adams 1957  Musician / Vocalist / Arranger Ohio
2   Jolly Rich Anton   1947  Bandleader / Musician / Vocalist  N.J.
3   Ray Henry Mocarski   1924 1/24/98 Bandleader / Musician / Arranger   Conn.
3   Ray Jay Jarusinski     Bandleader / Vocalist / Musician   Pa.
3   Mark Trzepacz   1956                Bandleader / Vocalist / Musician / IJ  Buffalo, N.Y.
3   The Big Moose   1954  Polka D.J.  WOWQ  Dubois, Pa.
4   Stan Ozimek ( Cousin Ozzie)  1915    11/11/87    Polka D. J.  E. Hartford , Conn.
4   Joe Oberaitis   1949     Bandleader / Vocalist / Musician / IJ   Fla.
5   Myron Floren   1919 2005               Accordionist (Lawrence Welk Show)   Calif.
5   Dave Dombrowski                                                             Musician / Vocalist / Arranger   Pa.
6   Jim Polaski                                                                            Bandleader / Musician   Ill.
8   Casey Bruzdinski   1924 3/1/07 Musician (Concertina)   Ill.
9   Ted Gibala   1942          Musician / Vocalist / Emcee   Pa.
10   Jullie Williams  (d.) Former DJ (WMBS Radio) Uniontown, Pa.
10   Connie Brzowski  ` Former Polka DJ   Md.
19   Ron Somers   1939  Musician (Ray Budzilek Band)   Pa.
12   Dick Kuicemba   1932  Musician / Arranger   Mich.
12   Don Cialkoszewski  (Polish Kid)       Bandleader / Musician / Vocalist   Ariz.
14   Alan Volek Jr.   1974  Musician / Vocalist   Pa.
17   Carl Hoynoski   1944  Musician / Vocalist (Golden Brass)   Fla.
18   Marty Dzik   1964                              Musician / Vocalist   Ill.
19   Ken Olowin                                                                         Polka D.J. / I.J.   Erie, Pa.
20   Rick Piotrowski   1956                               Bandleader / Musician / Vocalist   Fla.
20   Whitey Ryniec                                                                     Musician / Vocalist   Ill.
21   Wally Raczkowski   1967                               Bandleader / Musician / Vocalist   Wisc.
22   Wally Pala   1941 11/12/00 Musician / Vocalist (Pala  Brothers)   Chicago
23   Gino Kurdziel                      1935 3/16/19 Musician / Vocalist (New Yorkers, G -Notes)   Buffalo,  N.Y.
24   Charlie Tansek   1941  Bandleader / Musician / Vocalist   Ohio
25   Mitch Moskal   1950                               Polka I.J.   Mass.
26   Andy (Dziagwa) Day   1928                               Musician / Vocalist / Emcee (Ampol  Aires)   Ill.
27   Larry Chesky   1933 1/25/11 Bandleader / Musician / Vocalist / Producer   Mass.
27   Mikey Dee   1973  Musician / Bandleader / Vocalist   Pa.
27   Sandy Lewandowski      IJ / Polka Jammer Network   Buffalo, N.Y.
29   Frania (Yakima) Urbaniak                                                Polka D.J.  WEDO   Pa.
30   Ray Barsukiewicz   1948  Musician / Vocalist / Composer   Buffalo, N.Y.

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

on Falcon Radio at

bgrso.net
Host: David Jackson

Archive: https://www.mix-
cloud.com/david-j-jackson/

S U N D A Y 

M O R N I N G 
POLKA SHOW

Remember to tune into to 

LI’L JOHN’S POLKA SHOW
Saturdays 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
WXJX Radio 910 AM / 98.7 FM 

PA Talk Radio
Streaming live at www.987jack.fm

Request line: (724) 532-1453
CD Sales: (724) 834-7871

e-mail: johnnalevanko@aol.com

Christmas is around the corner, and so is ...
Polka’s hottest new CD!

S p e c i a l  D e l i v e r y ' s
Lock, Stock, AND Barrel

Fifteen great songs, including the hits
“How Do You Do?” (The Na-Na Song) and

“Hej Tam Lod Tater” (“There in the Tatras”)
plus

Bring Back the Waltzes • Seems Like Yesterday
Hop Cuik Oberek • It’s Good to See You 

 Yesterday’s Gone • Skinny Dipping • Young Wife
I’d Love you to Want Me • Mamie on the Bicycle

671 Polka Rhapsody • Johnny’s Breakup
Goralu, Goralu Waltz • Too Fat

send $15.00 plus $4.00 s&h to:
Special Delivery
c /o Tom Goldyn

39 Croydon, Depew, NY 14075
Make checks payable to: Tom Goldyn

or order on-line at: thespecialdeliveryband.com

MINNEAPOLIS — Chris Ebel 
has been named the International 
Polka Association’s Youth Advisor.

Chris started playing drums at 
the age of three, which should come 
as no surprise:  his parents are well- 
known in the polka music scene. 
Craig Ebel, Chris’s dad and an IPA 
Polka Hall of Fame inductee, is the 
host of “It’s Polka Time!” radio 
shows and the leader of “DyVer-
saCo.” Lori Lachner, Chris’s mom, 
is the daughter of Marv & Carol 
Nissel, and part of “The Marv Nis-
sel Band.”  Marv taught Chris how 
to play the concertina.  Chris also 
plays piano, accordion, and clarinet.  

Chris loves polka music, which is 
evident in his infectious smile when 
he is on stage.  He has been featured 
on WCCO TV, the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul CBS affiliate, where he was 
labeled the “Amazing 6-Year-Old 
Polka Drummer” in 2011. This seg-
ment was due to a passerby’s upload 
to YouTube that has close to a half 
million views.  At the age of seven, 
Chris also appeared in a segment 
entitled, “Land of 10,000 Stories,” 
on KARE 11, the Minneapolis/St. 

Paul NBC affiliate, where he was 
given the title, “Polka Phenom.” 

Currently, he plays accordion 
with DyVersaCo and drums with 
The Marv Nissel Band.  He also 
joins Craig on the radio over AM 
1340 & FM 98.7 WJYI in Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, on “Polka Parade.” 
Chris wants to follow in his parents’ 
footsteps and promote polka music 
to ensure this genre of music can be 
enjoyed by generations to come.

Become a member today

Polish American 
Historical Association
The Polish American Historical Association 
was established in December 1942 as 

a special commission of the The Polish 
Institute of Arts and Sciences in America to 

collect, compile and publish information about 
Polish Americans. In October 1944, it was reor ganized as a national 
American society to promote study and research in the history and 
social background of Americans of Polish descent. The Association, 
which was incorporated under the laws of Illinois in 1972, strives to 
assist and cooperate with all individuals and organizations interested 
in Polish American life and history. Contributions in support of the 
work of the Association are tax-exempt. 

Regular one-year membership to the Association is $40.00. ($25.00 for 
students) made payable to the Polish American Historical Association.

Polish American Historical Association 
Central Connecticut State University

1615 Stanley Street, New Britain, CT 06050
 www.polishamericanstudies.org

Ebel Named IPA Youth Advisor

Chris Ebel

Consider a gift of Polish Heritage!
A family surname is a unique personal possession which didn’t just 

appear out of nowhere. It can tell your kids and grandkids who their dis-
tant ancestor’s father was, what he did for a living, where he lived or what 
he looked like. A custom-researched analysis of your Polish surname 
will be like passing your family heritage down to your younger genera-
tion. They will learn what their last name  means, how many other people 
share it and whether a noble coat of  arms accompanies it. 

 If  one is found, its  image and the story behind it will be included. 
In  many  cases such knowledge can spark a new-found interest in their 
family history and  Polish heritage. 

To order, kindly mail a $19 personal or certified bank (cashier’s) 
check or money order (adding a cut-rate $15 for each additional sur-
name you wish to have researched) to Polonia’s long-standing Warsaw  
correspondent and onomastician (name researcher): Robert Strybel, ul. 
Kaniowska 24, 01-529 Warsaw, Poland.

IMPORTANT: FOR THE DURATION OF THE CORONAIRUS LOCK-
DOWN, INTERNATIONAL AIR MAIL SERVICE IS NOT AVAILABLE. 
PLEASE SEND YOUR ORDERS ONLY BY SURFACE MAIL (If you 
include your email address, you will receive the results electroni-
cally without delay!)

Included is a helpful genealogical contact sheet to help check your 
family records in Poland, track down ancestral homesteads and possibly 
even turn up long-lost relatives.  For more information, please contact: 
strybel@interia.pl.
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by Gregory L. Witul

St. Joseph’s Church 
1159 N. Main Street 
Jamestown, New York
Status: Closed

The New York and Pennsylva-
nia border has been home to Polish 
Americans for generations. From 
Binghamton and Elmira to Arnot 
and Erie, small towns and larger 
cities of the region all had Polish 
enclaves. One of the last colonies to 
be established by Poles in the area 
was the one formed in Jamestown, 
New York. Slavs began settling in 
The Pearl City in the earliest years 
of the twentieth century. The region 
was attractive to the immigrants for 
its abundance of employment op-
portunities in both the agricultural 
and manufacturing sectors.

To meet their spiritual needs, 
these early Poles went to the only 
Catholic Church in the city, Ss. Pe-

ter & Paul.
Over the years, the Polish com-

munity expanded to the point that 
they felt they needed their own par-
ish and priest. In early 1928, the 
Bishop of Buffalo sent Reverend 
Maximilian Bogacki of St. John 

Gualbert’s to oversee the establish-
ment of a parish for the Poles, nam-
ing it St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Father Bogacki soon bought a 
parcel of land at the corner of North 
Main and 21st Street, and hired Eire 
architect George Stickle to design 
his new church. 

On September 2, 1928 Monsi-
gnor Andrew Ignasiak traveled up 
from St. Stanislaus Church in Erie, 
Pa. to lay the cornerstone for the 
new brick parish, while the Fredro 
Singing Society and a large delega-
tion of Poles came down from Buf-
falo to partake in the celebration.

Father Max worked hard for his 
new church, but the parish faced is-

sues almost as soon as construction 
was complete. The first major hurtle 
was the Great Depression. The clo-
sure of farms and businesses forced 
many of the Poles out of the area in 
hopes of finding work. 

As the Depression dragged on, 
the financial situation for the church 
worsened. The beginning of the end 
for the parish occurred in 1934 when 
Reverend Bogacki was transferred 
to St. Patrick’s church in Fillmore, 
N.Y., and no one was sent as his 
permanent replacement. By 1935, 
the financial problems had become 
insurmountable and on November 
26, Bishop Turner and Vicar-Gen-
eral Nelson Baker summoned the 
two lay trustees to Buffalo. John 
Jankowski and George J. Benbenek 
traveled to the Chancery to address 
the issues with St. Joseph’s church 
with little hope. A deal was struck 
where Ss. Peter & Paul’s would  

assume control of all St. Joseph’s 
property and finances. St. Joe’s 
would lose its status as a parish but 
be able to maintain its Polish flavor 
by becoming a mission of Ss. Peter 
& Paul. On January 1, 1936, the 
parish of St. Joseph’s Roman Catho-
lic Church of Jamestown ceased to 
be, and the Mission Church of St. 
Joseph was born. 

Even though the parish no 
longer existed, St. Joseph’s 
still functioned as a Catho-
lic Church.  A p r i e s t 
from Ss. Pe-
ter & Paul would 
still pre- f o r m 
an 11:00 a . m . 
Mass every S u n -
day un-
til at 

least the end of World War II. Bap-
tisms, weddings and, funerals were 
still held at the church. But even 
as a mission the church St. Joseph 
suffered a slow decline. As fami-
lies had fewer children or left the 
area, and older parishioners passed 
away, St. Joseph’s served a smaller 
and smaller Polish congregation. 
Finally, in 1970, the mission at St. 
Joseph’s was closed and the church 
building was sold.

Today, almost nothing 
remains of the once vi-
brant Polish commu-
nity of Jamestown 
except the still-
standing St. Jo-
seph’s Church.   

HELP US KEEP ALIVE OUR TRADITIONS!
It is at this time of the year that 

we call upon our loyal friends and 
supporters to participate in the 
Christmas editions of the Polish 
American Journal.

Your patronage shows your sup-
port for the Journal’s mission—to 
preserve our treasured Polish tradi-
tions and customs. It also demon-
strates your solidarity with fellow 
Polish Americans from coast to 
coast. Your contribution helps us to 
produce a paper worthy of Polonia’s 
support, and allows us to publish 
the paper throughout the year.

This has been a hard year for all 
us, and the PAJ is feeling the pinch 
because of the loss of advertising 
revenue. Your support is appreci-
ated not only by us, but they the 
thousands of readers who keep 
in touch with their Polish roots 
because of the newspaper. 

Thanking you in advance, 
we wish you a Merry Christmas! 
Wesołych Świąt Bożego Narodzenia!

YES! I wish to participate in the 
CHRISTMAS 2020 EDITION 
of the POLISH AMERICAN 
JOURNAL.  Enclosed, please 
find a contribution in the 
amount of:

Please Return Today!
Cut at the dotted line and mail 
by out office by November 17, 
2020 to guarantee your place 
in our special Heritage Month 
Edition.

For Your Records

DATE 

AMOUNT 

CHECK NO.

PLEASE CHECK:

[   ] $10  [   ] $20  [   ] $25  [   ] $50  

[   ] $75  [   ] $100  [   ] $250  

[   ] $500  [   ] Other

Print address in advertisement?
[   ] Yes  [   ] No  

Print telephone number in 
advertisement? [   ] Yes  [   ] No

Telephone   ( )

æ

YOUR MESSAGE (Use additional sheet if necessary) 

POLISH AMERICAN JOURNAL
CHRISTMAS 2020 EDITION
P.O. BOX 271, N. BOSTON, NY 14110

MAIL BY 
NOVEMBER 15 to:

CUT HERE CUT HERE CUT HERE

Be Part 
of Our 
Christmas 
2020 
Edition
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POLONIA PLACES

Jamestown’s Short-Lived Polonia and its Parish

TRAVEL TO POLAND
with  JOHN GÓRA

905-902-1345
email: john@johngora.com

www.johngora.com

Fine Estate, Modern, and Close-Out Jewelry
Buyers of Gold, Silver, and Diamonds

Expert Jewelry and Watch Repair
Discount Brand-Name Watches

Bethesda Jewelers
7315 Wisconsin Ave. • Bethesda Crossing

Bethesda, Maryland 20814
Mon.-Fri. 1:00-8:00 p.m., Sat. by Appointment

Tom Terpilak • (301) 654-8678 • www.bethesdajeweler.com


