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DEDICATED TO THE PROMOTION AND CONTINUANCE OF POLISH AMERICAN CULTURE

P A F D C  C E L E B R A T E S  7 0  Y E A R S  •  A  N E W  P L A Y  A B O U T  A  P O L I S H  H O L O C A U S T  R E S C U E R
AN EVENING WITH SENATOR HAGEL •  DRIVE UNDERWAY TO CONVERT HISTORIC WASHINGTON STATE CHURCH
PIASA TO HONOR  NOBEL LAUREATE • WIGILIA PLANNING PART 1 • HALLER’S ARMY AND ARMISTICE DAY

$2.00
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RUSSIAN HAS NO PLANS TO ATTACK POLAND. Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Sergei Ivanov, told the BBC that Moscow has no plans 
to attack Poland or any other country in the region. 

“We are not going to start a war or attack any country. Right now, in 
fact, Russia isn’t fighting any war at all. If you analyze how many wars 
the United States and Britain are fighting, it’s quite different,” he said.

“In a few years a new military threat will be very close to our bor-
ders. But that doesn’t mean, of course, that we are planning a nuclear 
attack on the Czech Republic or Poland. That’s total rubbish.” 

He was responding to questioning about a Russian general’s com-
ments that Warsaw and Prague are “now targets” after both capitals fi-
nalized, earlier this year, a deal to house the U.S. anti-missile system.” 

KAMINSKI ELECTED PAC VP. Bozena Kaminski was elected National 
Vice President for the Polish Agenda of the Polish American Congress 

at its October 2 National Directors Meeting.
 The meeting was held at the Marriott Wil-

liamsburg (Virginia) Hotel during the visit of 
the Polish American Congress to Jamestown 
to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the 
arrival of Polish settlers to Jamestown. 

This is the second time Kaminski will 
serve as a PAC officer. She served one term as 
its treasurer several years ago. She is current-
ly a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Downstate N.Y. Division of the Congress. 

Kaminski is also president and CEO of the 
Polish & Slavic Center, which provides social services to the Polish 
American community of New York City.

GERMAN RESTITUTION CLAIM REJECTED. (Deutsche Welle). The 
European Court of Human Rights has rejected a land claim by ethnic 
Germans who lost homes in Poland during World War II. The decision 
was welcomed by the leaders of both countries.

The claim was filed by a private company, the Prussian Claims Soci-
ety, representing 23 Germans. It accused Poland of violating the rights 
of Germans who were expelled from their pre-war homes when borders 
were redrawn in 1945 at the end of the war. 

Judges at the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg how-
ever ruled that modern Poland bears no responsibility for the expulsion 
of ethnic Germans by the Soviets after October 19, 1994 because it had 
no governmental control of the land. 

The court also said it had no jurisdiction to rule on the issue because 
the expulsion of the Germans from their Polish homes took place before 
either country had signed the European Convention on Human Rights. 

According to the Court, Poland thus has no obligation “to enact laws 
providing for rehabilitation, restitution of confiscated property or com-
pensation for property lost by the individual applicants.”

The land claim has been a source of friction between the two coun-
tries, with Polish politicians accusing the group of Germans of trying to 
reverse the outcome of World War II.

TWO MORE EXCOMMUNICATED AT ST. STANS (St. Louis Post-
Dispatch). Two more members of St. Stanislaus Kostka church have 
been declared excommunicated. 

Richard Lapinski and Janice Merzweiler were elected to the board of 
St. Stanislaus Kostka church in August. 

In declaring Lapinski and Merzweiler excommunicated, Bishop 
Robert Hermann, the administrator of the St. Louis archdiocese, said the 
two had committed “the delict of schism,” according to the declaration, 
published on the archdiocese’s website, by joining the St. Stanislaus 
board. 

Schism is defined in church law as “the refusal of submission to the 
Roman Pontiff or of communion with the members of the Church sub-
ject to him.” 

New Lem work discovered (thenews.pl). A satirical drama by 
the late Stanislaw Lem, Poland’s most famous science fiction writer, has 
been discovered among the writer’s papers. 

Entitled “The Roots,” which was believed to have been lost, it is 
a satire on the future of communism and the genius of Stalin and was 
meant for performance in the narrow circle of the writer’s friends. It is 
to be included in a forthcoming publication of Lem’s entire output.

Lem died in 2006 at the age of 84. His most acclaimed books include 
“The Astronauts,” “The Cyberiad” and “Solaris.” Lem’s books have 
been translated into 41 languages and published in 27 million copies.

NEWSMARK

Re-enactors, including Walter Bochenek and Mary Anselmo, portray 
Jamestown settlers in “Jubilee of 400 Years of Poles in America,” at 
the Polish National Alliance.

CHICAGO—On October 3, the city of Chicago began Polish American 
Heritage Month festivities with a “Flag Raising Ceremony” along with 
commemorating the “400th Anniversary of the Arrival of the First Poles 
to America.” Held at the Daley Plaza and hosted the Polish American 
Congress (PAC), hundreds listened to Polish, Polish American and non-
Polish dignitaries remarks on the importance of the richness of the Polish 
culture, Polish American History, and pride in being of “Polish” ancestry. 
Mary Sendra Anselmo, representing the PAC, welcomed everyone. Susan 
Smentek of the Lira Ensemble sang both the Polish and United States Na-
tional Anthems. The Polish folk dance troupes of Wici Ensemble, Wesoły 
Lud Dance Troupe and Szumni Polish Highlanders entertained the crowd 
with lively Polish dances.

The following day, the Polish American Congress, the Consulate Gen-
eral of the Republic of Poland along with the Polish-American Jamestown 
Committee continued to hold festivities at the PNA national headquarters. 
The Jamestown Committee presented its authenticity-made Jamestown set-
tlement, which displayed a glass house and blacksmith shop. Additionally, 
a film on the Poles of Jamestown was shown. Naturally, a Polish American 
event would not be complete without wonderful Polish delicacies.

More Chicagoland celebrations on page 9.
—Geraldine Balut Coleman

Pioneering Spirit

The Pagan Roots Behind the
Ancient Tradition to Honor the Deceased

by Denice Szafran

Since the earliest of times, Poles have honored 
the dead in celebrations and special ceremonies. 
Since it is not a common practice to believe in 
reincarnation, ancestors are honored highly for 

their guidance and wisdom, and at these times they are 
invited to rejoin those who still walked in human form. 
It is felt that twice yearly the spirits of the deceased had 
easier access to the world of the living ... in the spring, 
right before Equinox, which was rife with ritual bidding 
death farewell, and at this time of the year, which cor-
responds roughly to the timing of Samhain in the Celtic 
traditions. 

Unlike many other pagan traditions, however, this 
does not mark the turning of the new year, which oc-
curred for the pagan Pole at Yule, when Solstice day 
if the shortest day of light ... and all days following it 
mark the rebirthing of the Sun, and hence the new year. 
This time of the year is magical and special, the time of 
spirits and souls, divination and remembrances. 

Days are shorter with every pass of the sun, now, 
and ruby red sunsets are followed too quickly and too

See “Zaduszki, The Day of the Dead,” page 4

Zaduszki (also dzień zaduszny) is a Polish tradi-
tion of lighting candles and visiting the graves of the 
relatives on All Souls Day. Its origins can be traced 
to the times of Slavic mythology.

The tradition of lighting candles comes from an-
cient Slavic Dziady feast and originally would take 
place on All Souls’ Day. However, it is performed 
nowadays mainly on All Saints Day, but, in that case 
is not called Zaduszki. The word Zaduszki origi-
nates from dzień zaduszny which can be translated 
as the day of the prayer for souls, and thus is more 
closely related to All Souls’ Day.

November 2—All Soul’s Day

Zaduszki, Dziady: The Day of the Dead

Poland Left
Off Visa  

Waiver List
White House Passes the 
Buck, Blames Congress
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Despite 

repeated requests and despite Po-
land’s close ties to the United States, 
both currently and historically, that 
country was left off the list of states 
whose visa requirements were 
waived. President Bush announced 
the countries involved—Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia, and 
South Korea. The restrictions will 
be lifted in about a month. 

Poland is angered by their ex-
clusion. Equally offensive are the 
remarks made by the President in 
the Rose Garden ceremony: “These 
close friends of America told me that 
it was unfair that their people had to 
jump through bureaucratic hoops 
that other allies can walk around,” 
he added. “I told them I agree with 
them.” 

Poland has been the Bush ad-
ministration’s strongest ally in 
Central and Eastern Europe, was 
the most vocal supporter of the 
Iraq war and sent troops early on. 
“There is a sense of disappointment 
on our part,” said Pawel Kotowski, 
counselor at the Polish Embassy in 
Washington. “We hope the next ad-
ministration will take up this issue 
as a top priority.” 

Twenty-seven countries, mostly 
in Western Europe, are part of the

See “Waiver List,” page 5

DIVERSITY THROUGH 
DANCE AT 

HUNTER COLLEGE
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Polish 
Village

Christmas 
Vol. II

Koledy and pastoralki 
performed old country 
by the nation’s top Pol-
Am entertainers. Vocals 
and music by John 
Bar tley, Eddie Biegaj, 
Mitch Biskup, Patricia 
Blust, Lenny Gomulka, 
John Jaworski, Kyle Kohan, Mark Kohan, Jim Kucharski, Jackie 
Libera, Joe Macielag, Mike Nowakowski, Robin Pegg, and Larry 
Trojak. 19 old-time favorites including “Wsrod Nocny Ciszy,” 
“Dzisiaj w Betlejem,” “Bog sie rodzi,” “Lulajze Jezuniu,” “Gdy 
Sliczna Panna,” “Przybiezeli do Betlejem,” “Gdy sie Chrystus 
Rodzi,” “Jesus Malusienki,” “Ej Bylismy Bracia,” “Tryumfy, 
Krola Niebieskiego,” “Z Narodzenia Panna,” “Sliczna Panienka,” 
“Medrcy Swiata,” and more. 
Compact Disc—$15.00

Bring some Polish spirit back into your Christmas with gifts from the

Polish American Journal Bookstore
Selling books and Polish Heritage items since 1988

A beautiful way to say “Merry Christmas” in Polish! Designed exclusively for the Polish American Journal by renown folk 
artists Doris Sikorsky (cards 301-304), Basia Frackiewicz (cards 201-206) and Daniel Haskin (cards 101 and 103), these 
4¼” x5½” full-color cards—with greetings in both Polish and English—will brighten up everyone’s home.

CARD 303 CARD 304

CARD 102 CARD 103

CARD 206

ORDER ON LINE!
 Go to our Christmas Store at

www.polamjournal.com

CARD 203 CARD 204

CARD 201 CARD 202

CARD 205

All cards con-
tain greetings 
in both Polish 
and English. 

A perfect 
way to say

Merry
Christmas

with friends
and 

relatives
across the
street or
across 

the 
country.

CARD 301

CARD 302

Keep this beautiful tradition  alive 
in your family! Practice the an-
cient Polish custom of sharing 
the Christmas wafer with family 
and guests. Many people place a 
piece of oplatek— a thin wafer, 
made of flour and water—in 
each Christmas cards to family 
members and friends. Each Pol-
ish Christmas Wafer is embossed 
with religious scene.

SMALL (2 x 3½ in.) individual 
wafer w/glassine envelope—

5/$3.00
LARGE (6¼ x 3½ in.). Comes 

with decorative envelope 
(shown) depicting wigilia with 

history on back
— 5 /$5.00

Wesolych Swiat / 
Merry Christmas

Proceeds 
to benefit 
C a t h o l i c 
Orphanage 
in Bialole-
k a ,  n e a r 
W a r s a w, 
P o l a n d 
and Polish 
American 
J o u r n a l 

Press Fund. 1¼” x 1½”. 16 stickers 
to a sheet. Stickers are perfect for 
presents, christmas cards, etc.
$4.00 per sheet. (If ordering stickers 
only, shipping is $1.00 per every 
four sheets).

CD RECORDINGS • Koledy, Pastoralki and Christmas Polkas

Still available! The PAJ’s 
Polish Village 
Christmas Vol. I
Koledy and pastoralki—
many long forgotten—
featuring the nation’s top 
vocalists and musicians 
on this top-selling CD. 
Performed with Gorale-
style instrumentation 
(violin, double bass, 
clarinet and concertina). 
Compact Disc—$15.00

Polkas for the 
Christmas 
Season
Volume III • Only $12.95
Featuring: Walter Ostanek
• Jerry Darlak & The 
Touch
• Steel City Brass with 
Justin Kohan
• Jan Cyman & the 
Musicalaires
• Steve Kaminski
• Maestro’s Men

CHRISTMAS CARDS

STICKERSOPLATEK • Polish Christmas Wafers

USE FORM BELOW FOR ALL 
ITEMS ON PAGES 2 and 3

Use form on back cover for items displayed on back cover

PRINT CLEARLY OR ATTACH RETURN ADDRESS LABEL.
THIS IS YOUR SHIPPING LABEL.

From:	 POL-AM JOURNAL
	 P.O. BOX 328, BOSTON, NY 14025

To: 	 NAME

	 ADDRESS

	 CITY, STATE, ZIP

	 	 ❑ CHARGE TO MY: 
❑ CHECK or M.O. ENCLOSED	 [ ] AMEX [ ] DISC [ ] MC [ ] VISA

CARD NO.				  

EXP. DATE	 CARD SECURITY CODE

DAYTIME PHONE ( )

	 Individual 	 50 or more	 Packages
	 .75 each	 .50 each	 of 10 / $6.00
	 QNTY.	 Each	 QNTY.	 Each	 QNTY.	 Each	 TOTAL	
Card 301		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 302		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 303		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 304		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 201		  .75		  .50		  6.00		
Card 202 		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 203 		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 204 		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 205 		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 206 		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 102 		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card 103 		  .75		  .50		  6.00
Card Assortment (2 of each 12 cards)		  $13.95

CHRISTMAS CARD TOTAL 

CHRISTMAS CARDS

CD RECORDINGS	 QNTY.	 EACH 
POLISH VILLAGE CHRISTMAS VOL. II		  $15.00
POLISH VILLAGE CHRISTMAS VOL. I		  $15.00
POLKAS FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON		  $12.95

ORDER FORM

SUBTOTAL (all boxes) 
NYS residents must ad 8.75% sales tax 

SHIPPING and HANDLING (see chart above) 
TOTAL TO SUBMIT TO PAJ 

BOOKS AND HOLIDAY ITEMS	 QNTY.	 EACH 
ROSARY HOUR KOLEDY BOOK		  $5.00
MY NAME IS MILLION 		  $14.95
WITH FIRE AND SWORD		  $32.95
FIRE IN THE STEPPE		  $55.95
LECH WALESA: A WAY OF HOPE		  $7.95
BUTTER LAMB MOLD — SMALL		  $5.95
BUTER LAMB MOLD — LARGE 		  $7.95
STO LAT BIRTHDAY CARD		  $2.50
CANDLES BIRTHDAY CARD		  $2.50

OPLATEK (Christmas Wafers)	 QNTY.	  Each
SMALL (5 individual wafers)		  $3.00
LARGE (5 with decorative envelope)	  	 $5.00

WESOLYCH SWIAT STICKERS	 QNTY.	 EACH
16 per sheet		  $4.00

PAJ SUBSCRIPTIONS	 QNTY.	 EACH
1-Year (12 issues)		  $20.00
2-Year (24 issues)		  $37.00
3-Year (36 issues)		  $51.00

If gift sub, please note recipient on separate sheet of paper. 
Call for prices for Canadian, Foreign, First-Class and Bulk Subscriptions. 

POLISH BABY BIBS 	 QNTY.	 EACH	
Dziadzia’s Buddy		  $9.00
Babci’s Angel		  $9.00
Perfect and Polish		  $9.00

Bibs will be shipped separately from The Polish Peddler® in Hinckley, Ohio

IF ORDERING 

OPLATEK ONLY, USE 

FORM ON NEXT PAGE TO 

SAVE MONEY ON 

SHIPPING 

CHARGES!

SHIPPING CHARGES
Total order..........................	 Charge
$.001. $20.00.....................	 $6.95
$20.01. $35.00 ..................	 $8.95
$35.01. $65.00 ..................	 $9.95
$65.01. $95.00 ..................	 $12.95

$95.01. $125.00 ................	 $14.95
$125.01. $200.00 ..............	 $18.95
$200.01. $400.00 ..............	 $22.95
$400.01. $600.00 ..............	 $27.95
$600.00 and up ........................ call

IF ORDERING OPLATEK ONLY, USE FORM ON 
NEXT PAGE TO SAVE MONEY ON SHIPPING CHARGES!*

Limited Qty. Call First
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Lech Walesa’s 
own words
A WAY OF 

HOPE
HARDCOVER

Original Price: 
$12.95

only $795

Original new, hard-cover editions of 
Sienkiewicz’s “With Fire and Sword” 
and “Fire in the Steppe” published by 
the Copernicus Society of America 
and translated by W.S. Kuniczak. (“The 
Deluge” is sold out. Sorry)

WITH FIRE
AND SWORD
HARDCOVER
Original Price: 
$35.00

only $3295
Compare 
to $40.00 at 
Amazon.com!

FIRE IN THE 
STEPPE
HARDCOVER

only $5595
Compare to 
$84.00 at 
Amazon.com!
HARD TO FIND! 
LIMITED QUANTITY.

VERY LIMITED QUANTITIES. 
Call for availability before ordering. 

1 (800) 422-1275

W.S. Kuniczak’s

My Name
is Million

An Illustrated 
History of Poles 

in America

Published at $24.95
Special for

PAJ Readers

$1495

In the year 1608, a contingent of skilled Polish artisans arrived in the James-
town colony and founded one of America’s first export industries. Poles were 
among the intellectual and political leaders of Peter Stuyvesant’s colony of 
New Amsterdam. And the great military strategists Thaddeus Kosciuszko and 
Casimir Pulaski are among the unsung heroes of the American Revolution. 
The election of a Polish pope, John Paul II, in 1978 changed dramatically the 
perception of Poland in the United States, as it also roused a new feeling of 
pride in Polish heritage among the ten million Americans of Polish descent.
From the seventeenth century to the present, men and women of Polish descent 
have made important contributions in every area of American life—industry, 
finance, politics, science, sports, labor, theater music, art and education, to 
name only a few. Most of their names will not be found in American history 
books. But many of their names and stories are included in this richly illus-
trated history of the Poles in America. My Name is Million is also the story 
of those millions of Polish Americans whose quest for the American dream 
began in the mines, mills and factories of America—those whose dreams of 
and whose role in American life have, until now gone unrecognized. 
Originally published in 1978, My Name is Million, long out of print, is here 
reissued in a new format with a new index of names.

SUPER 
SALE

Revised (1999) Edition • 298 pages (hard cover) 
ISBN 0781807603

Hippocrene Books, Inc., New York • Stock Number 1-650

USE FORM ON PAGE 2 FOR ALL ITEMS ON PAGES 2 and 3
Use form on back cover for items displayed on back cover. If you have questions, PLEASE CALL!

BOOK BONANZA

KOLEDY SING-ALONG BOOK
Kolednik Domowy • Christmas Caroler
With Music and Lyrics in Poland and English
Published by the Fr. Justin Rosary Hour

Now you can sing-along to 37 of the 
most popular Polish Christmas Carols. 
This 90-page spiral-bound books con-
tains the words and music plus English 
translations that can be substituted for 
the Polish ones. Published by the Fr. 
Justin Rosary Hour in 2003, the book 
also contains a message from the 
Rosary Hour director, an explanation 
(in Polish and English) of Polish Carols 
by the late Msgr. John R. Gabalski of 
St. Stanislaus Parish in Buffalo, N.Y., 
plus Pope John Paul II words about the 
importance of koledy to the Polish na-
tion. Thirty-seven songs in all, including 
“Aniol Pasterzom Mowil” (“Shepherds 
Heard the Angels Say”), “Bog Sie Rodzi” 
(“God is Born”); “Bracia, Patrzcie Jeno” 
(“Look the Heaven, Brethren!”); “Dzisiaj 
w Betlejem” (“Today in Bethlehem”); 
“Oj Maluski” (“Oh My Little One”), and 
many more!

Published at $7.00, 
available now for only

$5.00

Includes music!Ideal for sing-alongs!

“POLISH BABY” BIBS

Cotton bibs. Red fabric with machine embroidered words. (Fabric may differ slightly from picture). $9.00 each. 
Bibs will be shipped separately from The Polish Peddler® in Hinckley, Ohio

Easy to use! Simply coat the mold with vegetable oil 
(spray type works best), press in softened butter, 
clamp halves together, place and refrigerator until 
hardened and you’re done. It’s that easy. Decorate 
with greenery or cake decorations. Start your own 
tradition of making your own table decorations just 
like they do in Poland.
Small 3-1/2” width by 3” tall—# 1-600 $4.95

Large 5” width by 4” tall—# 1-601 $7.95

Wycinanki-Style Birthday Cards
CARD 400 (“Sto lat”) (left)
4¼¨x5½¨ with envelope Full color design with 
Polish and English greeting inside.

CARD 401 (“Candles”) (above) 
5½¨x4¼¨ with envelope Full color 
design with Polish and English greeting 
inside

All CXards Printed on Glossy Stock
$2.50 each

10 or more cards: 
$2.00 each

WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME

Designed by
Doris Sikorsky

BIRTHDAY CARDS

PLEASE NOTE ...
All items on pages 2 & 3, except baby bibs, 
shipped from our warehouse in Boston (Buf-
falo), N.Y.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Do not add shipping for 
subscriptions. If gift sub, please note recipi-
ent on separate sheet of paper. Call for prices 
for Canadian, Foreign, First-Class and Bulk 
Subscriptions.
We cannot process your order until your check 
or money order clears. Orders received without 
proper payment will be returned. 
For deliveries to Alaska and Hawaii, add $8.95 
to shipping charges.
All items on this page shipped via USPS. UPS 
service available at additional charge. UPS will 
not ship to P.O. Box.
Avoid delays. Order early.

•

•

•

•

•

•

HOW TO ORDER
Mail it in. Complete form. 
Send with check or money 
order payable to: “Polish Ameri-
can Journal.” Mail to: 
Polish American Journal 
P.O. Box 328 
Boston, NY 14025-0328
Call it in. 1 (800) 422-1275 
(Toll Free) or (716) 312-8088, 
Mon.-Fri.,  
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. EST
Order on-line at: 
www.polamjournal.com

1.

2.

3.

BUTTER LAMB MOLDS

IF YOU ARE ORDERING OPLATEK (Christmas Wafers) and NOTHING 
ELSE, use this form to save money on shipping charges. Many cus-
tomers have contacted us about the shipping rates, which we do not 

control. However, if you are ordering only oplatki, we can ship them via 
First Class mail for a fraction of the cost, 

BUT YOU MUST USE THIS FORM!
We offer oplatki in two sizes:

SMALL (2 x 3½ in.) individual wafer w/glassine envelope—5/$3.00
LARGE (6¼ x 3½ in.). Comes with decorative envelope (shown) depicting 

wigilia with history on back—5 /$5.00
Each Polish Christmas Wafer is embossed with religious scene.

OPLATEK-ONLY ORDER FORM

YOU CAN ALSO ORDER SAFELY ON-LINE on our SECURE SERVER 
www.polamjournal.com

PRINT CLEARLY OR ATTACH RETURN ADDRESS LABEL.
THIS IS YOUR SHIPPING LABEL.

From:	 POL-AM JOURNAL
	 P.O. BOX 328, BOSTON, NY 14025

To: 	 NAME

	 ADDRESS

	 CITY, STATE, ZIP

	 	 ❑ CHARGE TO MY: 
❑ CHECK or M.O. ENCLOSED	 [ ] AMEX [ ] DISC [ ] MC [ ] VISA

CARD NO.				  

EXP. DATE	 CARD SECURITY CODE

DAYTIME PHONE ( )

	  QNTY.	  Each
OPLATEK (Christmas Wafers)
SMALL (5 individual wafers)		  $3.00
LARGE (5 with decorative envelope)	  	 $5.00

SUBTOTAL (all boxes) 
NYS residents must ad 8.75% sales tax 

SHIPPING and HANDLING 
TOTAL TO SUBMIT TO PAJ  

$2.00

Only 1 left!
Call before 
ordering

DISCOUNTED!
Very minor 

water damage 
on cover
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This paper was mailed on or 
before November 1, 2008

The December edition of the 
paper will be mailed on 

or before November 29, 2008.
Deadline for Christmas  

Advertising reservations is 
November 14

USPS 437-220 / ISSN 0032-2792

The Polish American Journal is published monthly in five editions (Buffalo, 
Polish Beneficial Association, Association of Sons of Poland, The Union of Poles in 

America and National editions) by:
PANAGRAPHICS, INC., P.O. BOX 328, BOSTON, NY 14025-0328

PHONE: (716) 312-8088 / E-MAIL: info@polamjournal.com
INTERNET: www.polamjournal.com
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November • Listopad

1	 All Saints Day
	 Wyszyscy swieci niezgoda,
	 wiatry z œniegiem zawioda.
	 All Saints in discord, 
	 winds with snow 
	 will disappoint. 
	 1777. Casimir Pulaski joins U.S. 

forces. 
2	 All Soul’s Day
	 Dzien Zaduszny or Zaduszki. 

A national holiday in Poland to 
memorialize the deceased.

	 1788. Piotr Stadnicki loans Unit-
ed States $15 million and forms 
the Holland Land Company. 

3	 St. Hubert
	 Traditional begining of hunting 

season in Poland.
	 1930. First regular broadcast of the 

weekly Fr. Justin Rosary Hour, 
now the oldest Polish language 
radio program in America.

4	 1937. Birth of television, film 
and stage actress Loretta Swit 
(M*A*S*H).

5	 1370. Death of King Casimir the 
Great (Kazimierz Wielki).

6	 1860. Birth of Ignancy Jan Pa-
derewski.

7	 1867. Birth of Polish chemist and 
physicist Marie Sklodowska 
Curie, in Warsaw, Poland.

8	 1946. Fr. Karol Woytyla (Pope 
John Paul II), says first mass at 
his parish church in Wadowice.

10	 1444. Death at Battle of Varna of 
King Wladyslaw III.

11	 St. Martin
	 Na Œw. Marcina
	 Najlepsza gesina
	 Patrz na piersi i na koœci
	 Jaka zima nam zagœci
	 The bone of the goose 
	 is the best way to predict this 

winter’s test.
	 1918. Independence of Poland 

is reestablished by the Central 
Powers during World War I.

12 	1892. Birth of Stefan Pawel Mier-
zwa, founder and first director of 
the Kosciuszko Foundation. 

13	 St. Stanislaus Kostka
17	 1891. Ignacy Paderewski gives 

his first concert in America.
18	 1655. Swedes besiege the Jasna 

Gora monastery.
19	 1438. Death of sculptor Wit St-

wosz.
21	 1855. Founding of the Felician 

Sister order.
	 1920. Birth of Stan Musial, famed 

baseball star with the St. Louis 
Cardinals. 

23	 1933. Birth of composer Krzysztof 
Penderecki, in Debica, Poland. 

25 	ST. CATHERINE
	 A day of fortunetelling for young 

men.
	 1764. Coronation of Stanislaw 

August Poniatowski, St. John’s 
Cathedral, Warsaw.

26	 1855. Death of Polish poet and 
author Adam Mickiewicz in 
Constantinople (b. 1798).

	 1961. “Pic-a-Polka” live televi-
sion show premiers on WGR TV 
Channel 2 in Buffalo, N.Y.; with 
host Joe Macielag (currently presi-
dent of the Western New York 
Division of the Polish American 
Congress). It would air Sundays 
at 5:00 p.m. for four years and 
become one of the station’s most 
popular programs. 

27	 1815. Establishment of the Free 
Republic of Krakow.

	 1939. Death of Gabriel Sovulews-
ki (b. 1866), builder of hundreds 
of miles of tourist routes in Cali-
fornia’s Yosemite National Park. 

28	 1948. Birth of Polish film director 
Agnieskza Holland.

30	 St. Andrew
	 1926 . Birth of Andrew Schally 

in Wilno, Poland, 1977 of Nobel 
Prize in Medicine.

Zaduszki: The Day of the Dead

Poles practice natural folk magics ... candles, herbs, 
signs in nature, food magic, sympathetic rites and 
all times of the year have their special rituals. It is 
not surprising then that one of the most common 
forms of divination this night is a candle rite, which 
is said to allow one to see what is to pass. 

continued from cover
early by the appearance of the loom-
ing harvest moon, low to the hori-
zon. Looking out into the horizon 
shows evidence of the death and dy-
ing of nature around the people of 
the fields … plants that have yielded 
their last fruits now lay withered on 
the ground. The time of the babie 
lato (crone’s summer), that short pe-
riod of warmer weather after the first 
killing frost, has long since depart-
ed. Bright scarlet and orange speck-
les the trees, where even the slight-
est whisper of a breeze now sends 
them into flight. The gentle dew that 
drips onto the ground quickly turns 
to frost, as the nights become tinged 
with a hint of the winter that is to 
come. Bundling around the fires 
to keep warm against the lowering 
temperature, there, in the darkness, 
watching the shadows dance against 
the walls … it is in this time that 
every sound, readily identifiable 
by light, soon become the voices of 
the deceased ... stillness embraces 
the countryside, a vast contrast to 
the hum of activity of creatures and 
people a mere month ago. 

Zaduszki is a solemn celebration, 
for it is believed that at this time 
the souls of the dead return to visit 
their homes. At twilight the family 
lights candles, to shine a beacon 
to the souls as they r e t u r n . 
Extra places are set 
at the table for the 
evening meal so that 
the invisible guests 
might join in the 
breaking of the ritual 
bread, made of rye 
and shaped in long 
loaves that uncannily re-
semble a wrapped body. Invo-
cations are spoken, imploring the 
ancestors to partake of the feast that 
is to be served, and welcoming them 
in love. Among the foods served for 
this repast are very old generational 
dishes, such as kasza (buckwheat 
groats), so that all would enjoy and 
partake of the feast, even those souls 
that had been gone for centuries. As 
the meal is passed around the table, 
the first servings go always onto the 
plates reserved for the spirits, and 
vodka is poured in their honor as 
well. 

After the meal is consumed, 
all food that remains is wrapped 
up, and the family proceeds in the 
inky darkness to the cemetery. Here 
they offer the food to the deceased 
(where the stories of picnicking on 
the grave sites comes from, by the 
way), and light candles in their hon-
or. In the midst of the solemnity, in 
old times at least, the beggars would 
step forth, playing an integral part 
in the ritual. All families who at-
tended grave site rites brought food 

and drink for the beggars; in return, 
the beggars agreed to help them get 
messages to the deceased. 

Beggars, in old society, played 
an important part in the faith-life 
of the community. Most often, peo-
ple were beggars not because they 
didn’t feel like working or settling 
down, but because they were spe-
cial, touched lightly by the hand 
of the divine. It was said that they 
more than most talked to the spirits, 
and connected with the souls … it is 
my opinion, shared by few, that this 
tradition arose around those individ-
uals who were nomad types, the (for 
want of a better term here) saintly 
folk, and around those as well that 
were “different,” not in their ap-
pearance, which by virtue of being 
alone and without a home was natu-
rally disheveled, but different in the 
sense of being ... less worldly, less 
preoccupied with the material plane, 
those for whom talking to the Moth-
er was an accepted everyday occur-
rence, those who heard voices and 
saw spirits. Shamanic? Perhaps. 

In several places in Poland it is 
customary to launch candles onto the 
waterways to send messages to the 
spirits. Wax is melted into half wal-
nut shells, set to flame, and gently 
launched onto the river. From here 
they travel to the other world bear-
ing greetings, asking for guidance, 
and announcing the coming of the 
colder times to those who live out-

of-time (amazingly, there is 
a belief in Slavic tradition 

in a place that exists 
with us, but out-of-
time ... a world that 

once was part of ours, 
but was so disgusted with this 

place that they “disappeared,”—
phased out—and only those who 
truly seek it and live a life in con-
nection with the all-that-is can find 
it. It sounds vaguely like the legends 
I have heard of Avalon, home of the 
gods in Celtic cosmology.). 

After the cemetery rites are com-
pleted, it is time then to return home, 
and speak both to the past and to the 
future, for it is at this time that this 
world and the spirit world are in 
closest touch. These are the times of 
augury and divination. 

Traditionally Poles did not 
use Tarot, depending more 
often on natural symbols 
and the rune-like symbols 

used on items such as pisanki (hand-
decorated eggs) for their messages. 
It is great fortune to find a natural 
runic symbol this eve, either in the 
formation of a tree or in the pattern 
of color on an animal’s fur ... or in 
the way the moon rises over the hill. 
Animals, it is said, can tell us many 
things, and since their forms are far 

older than ours, 
it is believed that 
they are wiser, and 
should be listened 
to. This day in par-
ticular, house-hold 
pets are either the 
bearers of good 
news, or dreaded 
as the harbingers 
of ill tidings. They 
are watched care-
fully, and every 
nuance is noted 
and interpreted ... 
and woe be it to 
the person whose 
animal friend 
sleeps the entire 
day away! 

It is great joy to 
be confronted this 
night with an animal or plant spirit, 
one that perhaps you have an affin-
ity with, or one that is to teach you a 
new lesson ... so carefully watch the 
shadows as you walk this night, for 
maybe, just maybe, there is a coyote 
sitting ... waiting ... and laughing as 
you pass. 

Zaduszki is a solemn 
celebration, for it is believed 
that at this time the souls 
of the dead return to visit 
their homes. At twilight the 
family lights candles, to 
shine a beacon to the souls 
as they return. 

Poles practice natural folk mag-
ics ... candles, herbs, signs in na-
ture, food magic, sympathetic rites 
and all times of the year have their 
special rituals. It is not surprising 
then that one of the most common 
forms of divination this night is a 
candle rite. In an otherwise dark 
room, two mirrors are placed facing 
one another, and a candle is lit be-
tween them. The person seeking to 
see what is to pass stares intensely at 
the candle flame, and nowhere else, 
in absolute silence of environment, 
thinking no thoughts. (You try it ... 
it’s not easy). When all thought has 
ceased, and the candle flame seems 
to have a life of its own, move your 
gaze to the pitch black corner of the 
room, and study the shadows within 
it. Here then, you will see what is 
to pass. 

Perhaps one of the most simple 
candle divinations done this is as 
follows: melt some wax in the bowl 
of a spoon, preferably beeswax, and 
then pour it slowly into a glass of 
water. The shapes it takes as it falls, 
and then hardens, will tell you what 
the future brings you, if you care-
fully discern the runes and shapes it 

makes. I have been told that some 
Germanic folks of my acquaintance 
do this divination as a family tradi-
tion every New Year’s with melted 
lead ... perhaps a natural growth 
from this practice? 

Beeswax is sacred to the Poles. 
The bee has an honored household 
member status because it is Melissa, 
the Mother in Bee Goddess from an-
cient times, and making also the lin-
den tree, their favorite home, sacred 
as well. The month of July (Lipiec) 
was named for the Linden. Beeswax 
is used in almost all magics, most 
notably the crafting of pisanki in the 
spring time, the blessings of fields, 
the making of thunder candles in 
February, and the canning of crops 
in the fall. 

On this special night dreams 
are of critical importance, more so 
than any other night, for they too 
will show you where you are to be, 
and give you messages from other 
planes. All who attempt this particu-
lar form spend a long period of time 
before retiring in meditation, ask-
ing for guidance, and opening their 
souls to be receptive to what is to 
be said. 

Owls silently pass overhead ... 
and we listen to the sound. Mother 
Moon breaks through the trees ... 
and we watch her reflection for a 
sign. Dreams that were respectfully 
requested dance in our souls until 
the light of morning peaks into our 
windows ... and we try to remember 
what we have learned. The souls of 
our departed ancestors and family 
members return once again to the 
place where all is interconnected ... 
and the family cat turns from sage 
back into household mouser, as the 
time of Dzien Zaduszki has passed 
for another turning. 

v v v
Denise Szafran is assistant editor 

of the Polish American Journal.
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Help Us Promote Our Polish Heritage! Be Part of Our

JUST BETWEEN US / Mark Kohan

Hats off to Joseph Zazyczny, 
who took the time to contact Phil-
adelphia’s Catholic Standard and 
Times of Philadelphia, which, in a 
story about the closing of St. Peter’s 
of Pottstown, and in another about 
the anniversary of Our Lady of 
Calvary in Philadelphia, failed to 
mention the parishes were founded 
by Polish Americans. Zazyczny 
says—and we agree—that the con-
tributions of Polish Americans are 
too often overlooked and taken for 
granted.

In his letter, Zazyczny also noted 
that Philadelphia Cardinal Regali 
refused to meet with members of St. 
Laurentius Parish, who proposed a 
historic designation for the church 
building as the first Polish Roman 
Catholic Parish in Philadelphia.

Once a building is granted histor-
ical recognition, it is governed by a 
set of rules that dictate any changes 
made to the structure. The diocese, 
says Zazyczny, said that repairs 
would require astronomical costs. 

OUR READERS SUGGEST … Al-
though not all recently published, 
here are some books that readers 
have mentioned in recent telephone 
calls and letters: “The Great Country 
Houses of Poland” by Michael Pratt; 
“A Traveler’s History of Poland” by 
John Radzilowski (available from 
the PAJ); “The Food and Cooking 

of Poland: Traditions Ingredients 
Tastes Techniques Over 60 Classic 
Recipes” by Michalik Ewa; “The 
Polish Way: A Thousand-Year His-
tory of the Poles and Their Culture” 
by Adam Zamoyski; and “Heart of 
Europe: The Past in Poland’s Pres-
ent” by Norman Davies.

VOTE YOU MUST. Election Day is 
Tuesday, Nov. 4. Make sure you ex-
ercise your right to vote.

THANK YOU, VETERANS. Please 
remember to fly the flag on Veter-
an’s Day, Tuesday, Nov. 11.

IN THE NEWS … CNN presented a 
week-long series on Poland, Oct. 6-
10. “Eye on Poland: Country at the 
Crossroads” was a CNN Interna-
tional series focusing on the “color 
and contrast of one of Europe’s fast-
est developing nations; from busi-
ness and politics to pop culture.”

The show offered a series of 
wide-ranging reports on this com-
plex country tackling a time of tran-
sition; from Warsaw to Sopot, to 
Gdansk, Krakow and Lodz. Viewers 
were then asked to log on to CNN’s 
website to respond to several ques-
tion about the series and country.

Don Samull has released his 
2009 Polish Heritage Day by Day 
Calendar, which includes listings of 
famous events in Polish history and 

Church Founders Must Be Recognized

NEW YORK—The Downstate 
N.Y. Polish American Congress sent 
several of its mobile registration 
units to four different Long Island 
locations to close its 2008 Voter 
Registration Drive by the target date 
of September 28.

 Shown above is the group head-
ed by Chairman Chris Rybkiewicz 
(seated at right) at St. Isidore R.C. 
Church in the Polish Town U.S.A. 
section of Riverhead along with Ted 
Rybkiewicz. 

Other locations covered by the 
deadline date were Our Lady of Po-
land Church, Southampton (led by 
Bozenna Urbanowicz-Gilbride); St. 
Hyacinth Church, Glen Head (Rich-
ard Brzozowski) and Our Lady of 
Ostrabrama , Cutchogue (Kaz Niet-
upski). 

The PAC drive began in early 

April and covered Brooklyn, Man-
hattan, Staten Island and Queens in 
New York City. The latter part of 
the six-month-long campaign con-
centrated on various locations in 
the Nassau and Suffolk counties of 
Long Island.

The Congress decided to focus 
its efforts on all the Polish Catholic 
parishes in these areas to get out the 
Catholic vote as well as the ethnic 
vote, according to Chairman Ryb-
kiewicz. 

Many of the Polish Americans 
we registered once lived under the 
repression of atheistic Communism, 
some even under the tyranny of the 
German occupation in World War II. 
They registered to make sure gov-
ernment officials do not ignore their 
moral and ethical values as well as 
their ethnic interests,” he said.

NYPAC Wraps up 2008 Vote Drive

Andzia’s Amber 
Jewelry
P.O. Box 468

Chincilla, PA 18410
877-586-6599

always toll free
International callers

570-346-4568

amberjewelry.com
INTERNATIONAL AMBER 
ASSOCIATION CERTIFIED 

MEMBER

White House representatives 
blame failure to include  

Poland on Congress
In response to a letter to Presi-

dent George W. Bush regarding 
the Visa Waiver Program, Pol-
ish American Congress presi-
dent Frank J. Spula received 
an invitation to a White House 
conference call to discuss the is-
sues. The call took place Oct. 21 
between Spula; Adam Sterling, 
director for Central and European 
Affairs, National Security Council, 
and Brian McCormack, special as-
sistant to the President and Deputy 
Director of Public Liaison at the 
White House.

The White House representa-
tives assured the Polish American 
Congress that, “President Bush 
is a supporter of Poland, as well 
as of Poland as a part of the Visa 
Waiver Program; the President 
was disappointed that this not 
happen.” They blamed the failure 
to include Poland in the bill signed 
by Bush on the actions of the U.S. 
Congress.

Spula emphasized that Poland 
has always been a friend of the 
United States from the very begin-
ning of the American republic.  He 

underlined the importance of the 
relationship between the two peo-
ples from a historical perspective 
as well as from the perspective of 
contemporary Polish American 
patriotism.

Spula also mentioned the fact 
the number of Polish troops in 
Iraq are same number as originally 
deployed, rather than less as was 
the case of a number of other U.S. 
allies, as well as the recent agree-
ment between the United States 
and Poland to place the Missile 
Shield Defense System on Polish 
territory.

The White House representa-
tives assured Spula that they would 
share the concerns of the Polish 
American Congress, as well the 
Polish American community as a 
whole, with President Bush.

Spula also noted that the Presi-
dent has two and a half months 
remaining in his administration 
and that, during that time, it would 
both useful and appropriate for 
him to suitably acknowledge, in 
deed if possible, the many contri-
butions of the Polish community 
in the United States, as well those 
in the Polish homeland to the se-
curity and prosperity of the United 
States of America.
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so-called visa-waiver program, ex-
cluding the newcomers. Congress 
now requires that less than 10 per-
cent of the visa applications by a 
country be rejected before it quali-
fies for membership, and Poland 
stands at 13 percent.

Frank Spula, president of the 
Polish American Congress, sent a 
letter of concern to Presidential can-
didates John McCain and Barack 
Obama expressing his concern over 
the omission. “There is no need to 
reiterate all of the facts that show 
how Poland has been for years one 
of the most reliable and consistent 
allies of the United States in many 
arenas, as well as the fact that Po-

land not only does not pose any kind 
of terrorist threat, but has done a lot 
to combat this international menace. 
I am certain that you already know 
all of those arguments.

“... I urge you, either as the next 
president of our great nation or on 
the Senate floor, to do what the pre-
vious administration has been prom-
ising Poland and Polonia for years 
but has never delivered – make sure 
that Poland joins the privileged 
ranks of the visa free travel as soon 
as possible.” 

Spula and other Polonian leaders 
asked all Polish Americans to con-
tact their senators and congressmen 
about the matter. 

recipes, is available from Samull 
at 1312 N. Drexel Ave., Dearborn, 
MI 48128 …. NASA astronaut Col. 
Douglas H. Wheelock was a guest 
speaker at the Kopernik Astrofest 
2008, sponsored by the Kopernik 
Observatory & Science Center in 
Vestal, N.Y. Wheelock, who recent-
ly returned from the International 
Space Station, spoke at the Polish 
Community Center Sept. 18, and at 
the Kopernik Observatory, Sept. 19. 

STAFF NEWS. Our Florida Bu-
reau’s correspondent, Lydia M. 
Kordalewski has written another 
book, this time a personal story of 
her son’s journey from an orphan-
age. “The Mom with the Red Lip-
stick” is an emotional story told 
by Lydia’s little adopted son’s mem-
ories of his earlier life in a Bulgarian 
orphanage on the way home to the 
United States with her. Lydia shares 
her emotions, struggles and uncon-
ditional love of a little boy who 
became her beautiful son on a won-
derful spring day in Bulgaria. Her 
adoption is truly a blessing and she 
encourages other families to adopt. 
The book also includes many photos 
from the orphanage. For more infor-
mation, contact MomRedLipstick@
aol.com.

Sophie Hodorowicz Knab was 
among the guest speakers at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s series 
of events titled “Poland: A Rich 
Tapestry.” Sophie, a Grand Island, 
N.Y. resident and author of numer-
ous books on Polish culture, shared 
the customs of Poland ranging from 
celebration of holy days to marriage 
customs to harvest festivals.

Congratulations to Jennifer 
Moskal, who tied the knot with 
Ryan Trowbridge, Sept. 27 in Holy-
oke, Mass. Jennifer edits our “Hon-
ors and Achievements” and “In 
Memoriam” columns, in addition 
to other assignments. We wish her 
and Ryan much luck, happiness, and 
good fortune.

Visa Waiver

PAC-White House Conference Call
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When you sit down for 
your Thanksgiving turkey, 
just remember the Poles 

got to America before 
the Pilgrims did.

Despite the Statue of Liberty’s 
appeal to “give me your tired and 
your poor,” those who trace their 
American roots to New York’s El-
lis Island might tell you these noble 
words of welcome were not always 
the fact.

The new arrivals of a century ago 
were often given special names. The 
names were invented by those who 
claimed “we were here first” or, at 
least, that “we got here before you 
did.”

Or, so they thought. 

The vocabulary of that era was 
often peppered with derogatory epi-
thets like “kike,” “dago,” “honky” 
or “Polack,” among others. Today, 
our assumed civility and political 
correctness compel us to refrain 
from such expletives and refer to 
them as the “K-,” “ D-,” “ H-” or 
“P-” words.

 It’s no wonder organizations like 
the Jewish community’s Anti-Defa-
mation League and, more recently, 
the Anti-Bigotry Committee of the 
Polish American Congress became 
a necessity. 

Now comes the surprise: The 
name-callers who thought “we got 
here before you did” most likely did 
not. In reality, those who were called 
these nasty names probably got here 
ahead of the name-callers. At least 
as far as the Polish Americans were 

concerned. 
When we sit down for our family 

dinner on Thanksgiving Day, how 
can we not reflect on the days of ear-
ly America and the time England’s 
Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock 
in 1620. 

History clearly records them as 
one of America’s “firsts.” 

But another Englishman named 
John Smith came to America’s 
shores before the Pilgrims did when 
he landed at Jamestown in 1607 to 
start the Virginia Settlement.

Now here’s what the name-call-
ers who gave the Ellis Island im-
migrants such a hard time never 
learned in school.

In 1608, when Captain Smith 
needed skilled craftsmen to help de-
velop the new Virginia Colony, he 
invited a group of Polish artisans to 

VIEWPOINTS / Frank Milewski

Guess Who Came to American Before the Pilgrims Did?
come to Jamestown and bring their 
technical skills with them. The first 
factory in America was the glass-
works the Polish settlers established 
at Jamestown. 

Their contribution to the growth 
of Virginia became an essential ele-
ment of its success. Despite the rec-
ognition they earned for their vital 
input to the colony’s prosperity, they 
were refused the right to vote when 
elections were to take place.

What was the reason for the deni-
al? It was because they were Polish. 
The Englishmen felt only the Eng-
lish should have a say in Virginia’s 
government. 

So how did the Poles react? They 
simply stopped working. The eco-
nomic pressure of their stoppage 
was effective and they were finally 
permitted to vote. 

The Poles not only made their 
point but they also established a 
precedent. They had succeeded in 
organizing the first labor and civil 
rights strikes on the shores of the 
New World. 

To pay tribute to the historic 
achievements of Jamestown’s Polish 
workers, the Anti-Bigotry Commit-
tee, along with the rest of the Polish 

American Congress and other major 
Polish American organizations, held 
special commemorative ceremonies 
at Jamestown on October 1, exactly 
400 years to the day the Poles ar-
rived in 1608. 

 When you sit down for your 
Thanksgiving turkey, just remember 
the Poles got to America even be-
fore the Pilgrims did.

It’s entirely possible, therefore, 
that the first Thanksgiving Day may 
have actually been celebrated in Vir-
ginia rather than in Massachusetts. 
Some people in Virginia say it was. 
However, nobody could say if tur-
key was the main dish that day.

The Polish settlers came to 
Jamestown nearly two centuries be-
fore the American Revolution and 
the formation of the United States 
out of the original thirteen colonies. 
The story of Jamestown is a basic 
and integral part of American his-
tory.

And now, as the noted radio com-
mentator Paul Harvey would say, 
“you know the rest of the story.”

v v v
Frank Milewski is chair of the 

Anti-Bigotry Committee of the Pol-
ish American Congress.

by Richard
Poremski

WA S H I N G -
TON, D.C.—The 
full title of the well 
received, hard hit-
ting and common 
sense book is 
“America—Our 
Next Chapter … 
Tough Questions, 
Straight Answers,” 
authored by U.S. 
Senator Charles 
“Chuck” Hagel 
(R., Nebraska). To 
its great credit, the 
totally non-par-
tisan book deals 
intellectually with 
the many domes-
tic and global 
challenges that 
America must face in the 21st cen-
tury, with an optimistic eye on our 
nation’s future. 

The presentation, interview and 
discussion, which took place at the 
Embassy of the Republic of Poland 
on September 17, 2008, was hosted 
by Ambassador Robert Kupiecki in 
cooperation with the Jan Karski In-
stitute. A large audience—including 
many distinguished quests—was in 
attendance.

Sen. Hagel’s book deals with con-
fronting and solving many pressing 
problematic domestic issues affect-
ing us all. Leading the list is health 
care, immigration, Social Security, 
Medicaid, the economic health of 
the country, the national debt, and 
national security.

He also considers equally criti-
cal, such global matters as the re-
sponsible conduct of our foreign 
policy, eradicating third world pov-
erty, defeating terrorism, the Iraq 
War that has divided our country, 
stopping/controlling nuclear prolif-
eration, maintaining mutually ben-
eficial international organizations 
and military alliances, reaching out 
to the world’s youth, and the specter 
of global climate change.

During the interview, modera-
tor Mariusz Brymora steered Sen. 
Hagel in the direction of Poland. In 
response, Sen. Hagel made the point 
(noted in his book) that Poland was 

able to defend against communism 
because the communists were nev-
er able to strip the soul out of the 
Poles. Poland was the one nation 
that stubbornly clung to its religious 
faith and culture, which eventually 
defeated the communist.

In the Q&A session, Sen. Hagel 
replied to a question about the re-
cently concluded U.S.. Poland Mis-
sile Defense Agreement by saying 
that it troubled him … it seemed to 
be slapped together quickly before 
the present administration leaves 
office. He questioned if the risk/re-
ward factor was completely thought 
out…if it was good for the Poles 
and the Czechs (also a party to the 
Agreement). Hagel said he was not 
100% convinced that it’s a wise 
thing to do. 

At the Embassy, on October 2, 
2007, Ambassador Janusz Reiter 
presented Sen. Hagel, a friend and 
supporter of Poland and Polonia, 
with the Commander’s Cross—
With Star, Of the Order of Merit, 
Of the Republic of Poland. This day 
he returned to introduce his book 
which deals with many crucial mat-
ters affecting both the United States 
and the world. No doubt family 
matriarch—“Grandma Konkelews-
ka”—who emigrated from greater-
Poznan, Poland to Nebraska, would 
be proud of her accomplished great-
grandson, Chuck Hagel, on both no-
table accounts.

An Evening With Senator Hagel

The Senator Introduces His Book. Senator 
Chuck Hagel is pictured above, left, at the Embassy 
of Poland being interviewed by Cultural Counselor 
Mariusz Brymora. Under discussion is Sen. Ha-
gel’s recently published book “America, Our Next 
Chapter.”
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He is also the first Polish American 
priest to be elevated to monsignor in 
the Orlando Diocese.

Major Restoration for 
Shrine. Fr. Richard Baranski, 
acting pastor of Cross in the Woods 
shrine in Indian River, Mich., has 
begun a capital campaign to restore 
the cross, altar and stairs at the popu-
lar shrine in Indian River. Although 
some work was done 10 years ago, 
it was not done correctly and dete-
rioration and rot threaten the entire 
complex. The wood for the 14-ton 
cross, believed to be 2,000 years 
old, came from Oregon and was 
fashioned in Roscommon, Mich.

New Divine Mercy Shrine. 
After nine years of planning, prayer 
and work, a new monstrance was 
unveiled in St. Stanislaus Kostka 
RC Church in Chicago, the official 
shrine to the Divine Mercy devotion 
in Chicago. The 9-foot monstrance 
is hand-carved and painted, featur-
ing Mary atop a gold-leafed ark all 
sheltered by the wings of two kneel-
ing golden angels. Special 12-inch 
hosts were made for veneration 
within the monstrance. The mon-

strance, believed to be the world’s 
largest, was created by the Polish 
sculptor Stefan Niedorezo and was 
paid for by anonymous donations 
and proceeds from the sale of the 
book “A Mother’s Plea,” the mem-
oirs of Resurrectionist Fr. Anthony 
Bus, St. Stanislaus Kostka’s pastor.

RELIGION / Benjamin Fiore, S.J.

The Association of the Sons of Poland
THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY
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For information about our Fraternal, its history, and the 
kinds of plans that we offer, visit our website at

www.SonsofPoland.com
or call us at (201) 935-2807

Celebrating Our 2nd Century of Fraternalism

Our plans of insurance include Endowments; Single Payment Life;
Three-, Five-, and Twenty-Payment Life; and Children’s and Adult Term...
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high school seniors entering college, who have been insured members
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and now ... Long Term Care and Annuities

Publication of Prayers. The Polish 
American Journal gladly accepts prayers ads 
for publication. They must be received by the 
10th of each month, prior to the month of 
publication, and must be pre-paid at the cost 
of $15.00 each, which can be paid by check or 
charge. If you have any questions regarding 
this policy, please call 1 (800) 422-1275 or 
(716) 312-8088.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin. (Never 
Known To Fail). Oh, most beautiful flower 
of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of 
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God, 
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me herein 
you are my Mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart 
and succor me in my necessity (make request). 
There are none that can withstand your power. 
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who 
have recourse to thee (three times). Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (three times). 
Say this prayer for three consecutive days and 
then you must publish and it will be granted 
to you. Thank you for your help. A.D.

Parish to also Celebrate 
100th Anniversary 
by Cori Fugere Urban

TURNERS FALLS, Mass.—Our 
Lady of Czestochowa Church was 
designated a pilgrimage site for the 
Year of St. Paul, just as the parish 
was beginning the celebration of its 
centennial.

Paul was one of the great saints 
and founders of the early Church.

“In the anniversary year of Our 
Lady of Czestochowa Church in 
Turners Falls, I formally designate 
the parish church as a pilgrimage 
site for the Year of St. Paul in which 
the indulgences granted to the faith-
ful by Pope Benedict XVI may be 
obtained, provided the conditions 
set forth by the Holy Father are 
met,” Springfield Bishop Timothy 
A. McDonnell wrote in an August 
letter to Fr. Charles J. DiMascola, 

pastor.
No other church in the diocese 

has received such a designation.
Pope Benedict announced the 

Year of St. Paul, a special jubilee 
year dedicated to the saint, that runs 
from June 28, 2008, to June 29, 
2009, to mark the approximately 
2,000th anniversary of the his birth.

Periodically, the Church sets 
aside a year to encourage people to 
focus on an important aspect of the 
faith.

Fr. DiMascola said it is exciting 
to celebrate the parish centennial 
with the Year of St. Paul. “For the 
past decade, our parish has been 
involved in efforts of evangeliza-
tion, and with the Year of St. Paul, 
the great evangelizer, we are going 
to offer more and intensify some of 
the programs we have been working 
on,” Fr. DiMascola said.

The parish evangelization efforts 

include a cable television program to 
explain the faith called “Chronicles 
of Czestochowa,” weekly televised 
Masses, two web sites and a booth 
at the Franklin County Fair.

“We hope to explore other pub-
lic outreach to share the faith as St. 
Paul would,” Fr. DiMascola said.

“The times require that we not sit 
back. We don’t have the luxury of 
sitting back anymore,” he said. “For 
too long we have been satisfied with 
what we had. There was no need, it 
seems, to most Catholics to reach 
out beyond the people in the pew. 
But we cannot become pew pota-
toes.”

He said the world has become 
more aggressively anti-Catholic and 
anti-Christian, and that the message 
that “Jesus Christ has come to show 
us the way to live here and now so 
we might live with Him in perfect 
joy forever” is not being heard. “It’s 

being drowned out by a secular and 
militant atheistic society,” he said. 
“The urgency of St. Paul should be 
the same urgency that we share in 
announcing the truths of our faith, 
understanding that it is a matter of 
eternal life and eternal death. And a 
casual and do-nothing approach will 
be our condemnation.”

The theme of Our Lady of Cze-
stochowa’s Year of St. Paul and cen-
tennial celebrations will be “Open 
Wide the Doors to Christ.”

The centennial celebration be-
gins with Forty Hours Sept. 19-21. 
The parish always celebrates that 
devotion near the Sept. 29 Feast of 
St. Michael, the day on which the 
parish was established 100 years 
ago.

During the Forty Hours devo-
tions in September, a holy year reli-
quary featuring two doors and a pic-
ture of St. Paul, used as a symbol of 

the centennial and Year of St. Paul, 
was opened. 

The centennial year will include 
an opening banquet in November 
and a series of breakfasts called 
“Eggs and Ecclesia” throughout the 
year with noted guest speakers who 
will talk about matters of faith and 
scriptures.

Fr. DiMascola also hopes the 
centennial celebration will include 
a concert series, a series of talks on 
the letters of St. Paul and a series 
of special services that focus on St. 
Paul. He also would like to host a 
program on the Polish legacy of the 
parish.

The centennial celebration will 
conclude with Forty Hours in Sep-
tember 2009 and a banquet the week 
before with Bishop O’Donnell.

—Reprinted with permission of 
The Catholic Observer/Catholic 
Communications.

Fr. Nicholas Zukowski, pastor 
of St. Mary Queen of Creation RC 
Church in New Baltimore (Archdio-
cese of Detroit), Mich., and newly-
appointed vicar of the diocese’s Blue 
Water Vicariate, proudly boasts that 
his parish is the only one in the dio-
cese with sculptural representations 
of the Luminous Mysteries of the 
rosary. Unable to find any represen-
tations in the usual religious goods 
sources, he turned to a woodcarver, 
John Marovich, in Troy, Mich. The 
78-year-old became a woodcarver 
after he left his profession as an au-
tomotive tool-and-die design engi-
neer for GM. His woodcarving hob-
by became more public when he was 
commissioned to carve angels for 
SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish in 
Sterling Heights. This was followed 
by other church commissions, the 
Luminous Mysteries being the most 
recent. Those mysteries were added 
to the rosary devotion by Pope John 
Paul II and include the Jesus’ Bap-
tism, Miracle at Cana, Transfigura-
tion, Proclamation of the Kingdom, 
and Institution of the Eucharist.

St. Faustina’s Pilgrimage 
Route. Pilgrims coming to Kraków 
will be able to follow the steps of 
St. Faustina on a pilgrimage route 
recently established to bring them 
to the most important places associ-
ated with the saint. The route starts 
at the hospital where she was treated 
for tuberculosis, visits the Mariacki 
church in the Market Square and 
other churches where she wor-
shipped and worked, the publishing 
house where the first “Jesus I Trust 
You” images and fragments of her 
diary were printed, and ends at the 
Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy in 
Łagiewniki, with the convent where 
the saint lived, died and was buried. 
St. Faustina’s route joins the already 
existing John Paul II route, one of 
the top pilgrimage attractions in Po-
land.

Happy Anniversary to … 
St. Stanislaus Kostka RC Church 
in Rochester, NY, on the 100th an-
niversary of the dedication of their 
church. The restoration of the his-
toric church was completed in 
2004. A new shrine to Our Lady 
of Częstochowa, which includes a 

commissioned portrait of John Paul 
II accompanies the anniversary cel-
ebrations.

The Polish National Union of 
America (Spojnia) fraternal benefit 
society celebrating 100 years.

Holy Trinity PNCC parish in 
Kewanee, Ill., celebrating 80 years.

St. Casimir’s RC Church in 
Newark, N.J., on their 100th an-
niversary. Polish-born Fr. Andrew 
Ostaszewski, the pastor, notes in-
creasing parish membership and 
strong support of the parish’s activi-
ties.

St. Adalbert Basilica in Buf-
falo, N.Y., celebrating 100 years as 
a basilica. The parish was recently 
embroiled in a controversy with the 
diocese over whether it was actually 
designated a basilica at all. Docu-
ments surfaced in Rome which sup-
ported the pastor, Fr. Thaddeus Bon-
cianowski’s and his parishioners’ 
contention that it was. The parish 
has been linked with nearby St. John 
Kanty parish in the diocese’s recent 
program of closings and mergers.

Sr. Jeanne Marie Akalski, 
CSSF, celebrating her golden an-
niversary as a Felician Sister. She 
serves in the Worcester, Mass. Dio-
cese and the celebration was held at 
Our Lady of the Angels Provincial 
House Chapel in Enfield, Conn. 
Present for the celebration was Sr. 
Jeanne’s twin sister, Sr. Mary Va-
lenta, CSSF, a member of the Feli-
cians in Lodi, N.J. The two sisters 
were born in the Bronx, NY and at-
tended St. Adalbert’s School, where 
Felician sisters taught. 

Sr. Elizabeth of the Trinity, 
O.C.D., a Discalced Carmelite cel-
ebrating her 25th anniversary of 
profession. Her cousin Pallotine Fr. 
and Canon Andrzej Kurowski cel-
ebrated the anniversary Mass. Cele-
brating her 60th anniversary was Sr. 
Mary Francis of the Infant Jesus, 
O.C.D., one of the founders of the 
Carmel in the diocese of Harrisburg, 
and recipient of the Prince Gallitzin 
Cross in 2002. The anniversaries 
were celebrated at the Monastery 
of St. Therese of Liseux in Loretto, 
Pa.

Fr. Jan Bernas, SDB, chaplain 
of St. Joseph’s Senior Home in 
Woodbridge, N.J. on his 50th an-
niversary of ordination. Celebrat-

ing anniversaries with him were 
Srs. M. Agatha Golis, M. Beatriz 
Wieczorek, M. Emily Mentell, and 
M. Emilia Jamroz (50 years); M. 
Bernadette Olech and M. Teresa 
Pawlaczek (60 years).

Jubilarian Srs. of the Holy Fam-
ily of Nazareth Benedette Olsze-
wski, M. Ernest Budzinski, Jane 
Zaborowski (75 years); Virginette 
Rypniewski (50 years); Joanna 
Chrobak (25 years).

Traditional Liturgy and 
Sacred Music. Fr. Mark A. 
Borkowski, parochial adminis-
trator of St. Joseph RC Church in 
Detroit, Mich., has scheduled tradi-
tional Church choral music in Latin, 
sung by the Cappella Parish Choir, 
throughout the coming year. The 
sacred music and Gregorian Chant 
accompanies the traditional Triden-
tine and Novus Ordo Latin Masses 
celebrated at the parish.

Newly ordained Fr. Jonathan 
Romanoski of New Cumberland, 
Penn., celebrated the first Solemn 
High Mass in the Harrisburg dio-
cese cathedral of St. Patrick in 45 
years. The ceremony took nearly 
two hours and was celebrated in 
Latin. The Mater Dei Community 
rents St. Lawrence Chapel on State 
St. where a Latin Mass is regularly 
celebrated on weekdays (7:30 a.m.) 
and Sundays (10:30 a.m.).

Sto lat to … Rev. Lisa Demb-
kowski on her installation as Asso-
ciate Minister at Plymouth Congre-
gational Church in Wichita, Kan.

Fr. George Kosicki, CSB, a 
retired Basilian priest and Novice 
Master for the newly established 
Congregation the Companions of 
the Lamb. Among the members of 
the community are Founder and 
Moderator Fr. Jack Fabian, Fr. 
Bohdan Kosicki, retired priest 
from the archdiocese of Detroit, and 
Marc Wysocki, a novice.

Fr. Leon Dobosiewicz on being 
raised to the honor of Monsignor by 
Pope Benedict XVI in the Diocese of 
Orlando, Fla. A native of Erie, Pa., 
Msgr. Dobosiewicz was ordained in 
1946. The 88-year-old priest is the 
oldest active priest in the Orlando 
Diocese, serving over 25 years of 
his 62 years as a priest in retirement. 

Drive Underway 
to Convert 
Historic PNCC 
Church into 
Museum

F E D E R A L 
WAY, Wash.—
Polish National Alli-
ance Lodge 156 
of Seattle-Taco-
ma has commit-
ted to a program 
of raising money 
to restore Holy 
Cross Church to 
a safe museum 
building. The 
church, which is 
listed on the Na-
tional Register 
of Historic Places, is located in Pe Ell, Wash., was built in 1916, and is 
a testament to the will of the Polish immigrants to provide a place of 
worship, Polish language, and culture for its families. The church is the 
only Polish National Catholic Church ever built in the Western United 
States. The church is owned by the remnants of the congregation left in 
Pe Ell. 

Those who wish to contribute and/or just want more information on 
the church can call toll-free (888) 762-0156, and a brochure will be 
mailed to them.

Luminous Mysteries in Detroit Church

OLC Designated “Pilgrimage Site” for Year of St. Paul
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POLISH GIFT
OF LIFE, INC.

P.O. BOX 273
ALBERTSON, NY 11507-0273

www.polishgiftoflife.org

The Polish Gift of Life, Inc. would like to thank all of our generous supporters, who, for over 28 years, have made it possible for us to help sick Polish 
children. Many children have been brought to the United States for live-saving heart surgery, which was not available to them in their own country. 
This year, we sent therapy equipment and medical supplies to an Orphanage, also an EKG machine was sent to a rehabilitation center. We provided 
much-needed medical equipment and supplies to several hospitals in Poland. A 24-hour ambulatory blood pressure monitor with software, cuffs, bat-
tery charger and batteries, an ambulatory Doppler machine, and a pulsometer was sent so that more children can be helped. Your financial support 
will allow us to continue to give Polish children the precious “gift of life.” Thank you.

THIS PAGE OF NEWS BROUGHT TO YOU BY

KULTURA / Staś Kmieć

REVIEW: IRENA’S VOW
“God put me at a crossroads 

and offered me a choice between a 
moral and an immoral life, between 
complicity and redemption, between 
death and life.”

—Irena Gut, in a line from Ire-
na’s Vow.

Among the 22,216 Holo-
caust rescuers honored in 
Yad Vashem’s Righteous 
Among the Nations, Po-

land is represented by 6,066. With 
45 countries, the next entry is from 
the Netherlands with 4,861. There 
are many stories of the heroic efforts 
of rescuers who risked their lives to 
save others, and there are even more 
stories untold.

The story of Irena Gut (aka 
Gutówna) has been told in two 
books and countless lectures, yet 
most Poles, even those living in 
Poland, know nothing about her. 
For the first time, the extraordinary, 
heroic events of her life have been 

dramatized on stage in the The In-
victus Theater Company World Pre-
miere of Irena’s Vow, which recently 
opened Off-Broadway at the Baruch 
Performing Arts Center.

Produced by The Directors Com-
pany in association with Power 
Productions NY and The Polish 
Cultural Institute, playwright Dan 
Gordon’s biodrama is based on the 
true story of a Polish Catholic who 
was forced to work for a high-rank-
ing German Major during the occu-
pation of Poland. While serving as 
his housekeeper, Irena ultimately 
hid 13 Jewish Poles in the officer’s 
villa for about two years and saved 
them from certain death in Nazi 
concentration camps. 

Motivated by simple decency 
and moral responsibility, Irena re-
lied on her exceptional looks, her 
warm heart and her limitless under-
stated courage. It was her blonde 
hair, blue eyes, fluency in German 
and German sounding surname that 
attracted the attention of Major Edu-

A Complete Film
Retrospective of Andrzej 

Wajda to be shown

The Polish Cultural Institute of 
New York has been busy with a 
opening production Off-Broadway 
and a year full of exciting and ambi-
tious programs and events celebrat-
ing contemporary Polish culture.

Visual Arts
• Truth or Dare: The films of 

Andrzej Wajda. A Complete Ret-
rospective. For the first time in 
America, all 35 feature films, sev-
eral shorts and documentaries of the 
Honorary Academy Award for Life-
time Achievement recipient will be 
shown in one series. (through Nov. 
13. The Film Society of Lincoln 

Center, Walter Reade Theater, 70 
Lincoln Center Plaza, New York)

• Exhibition by painter Sylwia 
Górak, known for landscape paint-
ings that introduce man-made ob-
jects (through Nov. 23. Headlands 
Center, 944 Fort Barry, Sausalito, 
Calif.).

• Video Installation by Ewa 
Łuczak (through December 1. 
Headlands Center, 944 Fort Barry, 
Sausalito, Calif.).

• Cutting Realities. Gender 
Strategies in Art contains the works 
of of 15 artists including Kwikulik, 
Natalia LL and Artur Żmijewski 
(through Nov. 29. Austrian Cultural 
Forum, 11 E 52nd St. New York).

• Conceptual and documentary 
photographer, Nicolas Grospierre, 
of Polish descent presents the mul-
timedia installation, The Library 
(through December 31. Location 

One, 26 Greene St. New York).

Theater
• Made in Poland, an exuberant, 

funny, and fierce play, which pre-
miered in Legnica, Poland will ap-
pear in English translation by Obie 
Award winning The Play Company. 
Polish audiences and crtics, alike 
hailed the hit as the best of 2004/05 
season. (through Nov. 30. 59E59 
Theaters, 59 East 59th St., New 
York).

• The Theater of the Eighth Day. 
The Files. Premiering in Poland in 
2007, the play uses Secret Police 
records on the actors of the famous 
Theater of the Eight Day written 
during the Communist era. (Per-
formed in English through Nov. 9. 
59E59 Theaters, 59 East 59th St., 
New York and Nov. 13-15. Indiana 
University Waldron Arts Center, 

122 So. Walnut St. Bloomington, 
Ind.).

• Michał Walczak’s Sandbox and 
The First Time staged in translation 
by The Immigrants’ Theater Project 
(through Nov. 30. 59E59 Theaters, 
59 East 59th St., New York).

• The Art and Theater of Tadeusz 
Kantor. Screenings (Nov. 10-16. La 
Mama E.T.C., 66 East 4th St., New 
York) Exhibition (Nov. 9. February 
1. The Jewish Museum 1109 Fifth 
Avenue, New York)

Music
• Warsaw Philharmonic (Nov. 

17. Metropolitan Museum of Art/
Grace Rainey Rogers Auditorium, 
1000 Fifth Ave, New York)

The Polish Cultural Institute was 
established in New York in 2000, as 
a diplomatic mission to the United 

States, serving under the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Poland. The Institute is dedicat-
ed to nurturing and promoting cul-
tural ties between the United States 
and Poland, both through Ameri-
can exposure to Poland’s cultural 
achievements, and through expo-
sure of Polish artists and scholars to 
American trends, institutions, and 
professional counterparts. 

The Institute is headed by Di-
rector, Monika Fabijańska (Visual 
Arts, Literature, and Historical 
Programming), Deputy Director, 
Agata Grenda (Theatre and Dance 
Programming), Anna Perzanowska 
(Music Programming) and Lenka 
Panak (Film and TV Program-
ming). For more information visit: 
www. PolishCulture-NYC.org

Tovah Fedshuh and the cast of Irena’s Vow

A New Play about a Polish Holocaust Rescuer

Following the performance, the opening night of Off-Broadway’s 
Irena’s Vow was celebrated at The Consulate General of the Repub-
lic of Poland in New York, hosted by Consul General Krzysztof W. 
Kasprzyk.

Survivor Roman Hallar, portrayed in the play, traveled from Germa-
ny to attend the opening, along with Irena’s daughter, Jeannie Opdyke 
Smith from Seattle. 

Irena’s Vow was produced by The Directors Company in associa-
tions with Power Productions NY and The Polish Cultural Institute. 

At the opening night celebration of the Irena’s Vow: (l. to r.) Monika 
Fabijanska, director of the Polish Cultural Institute; Playwright Dan 
Gordon; Tovah Feldshuh (Irena); Roman Haller (Irena’s survivor); 
Jeannie Opdyke Smith (Irena’s daughter); and Agata Grenda, Deputy 
Director of the Polish Cultural Institute.

“Irena’s Vow” opens Off-Broadway

town square, along with their fam-
ily and the Jews they had assisted. 
Public executions of citizens in the 
streets were commonplace and resi-
dents were forced to witness these 
horrifying acts. 

In the most arresting moments 
of the play Irena vividly recalls 
her firsthand observation of a Jew-
ish mother and her baby being 
murdered, and of the bodies of a 
hanging Gentile and Jewish family. 
Paralyzed with horror, the course of 
Irene Gut’s life was clear and her 
shock at the atrocities built the foun-
dation of her heroic resistance. Irena 
states: “God put me at a crossroads 
and offered me a choice between a 
moral and an immoral life, between 
complicity and redemption.” 

Gordon’s powerful account is 
simply and well written, descrip-
tive, emotional and eloquent in its 
understatement. For theatrical pur-
poses, dramatic license has been 
taken with the timeline of certain 
events and for the efficiency of an 
ensemble cast, only three of those 
hidden are portrayed. Gordon oc-
casionally drops from the time pe-
riod with occasional contemporary 
references and language. Given the 
subject matter, ironically the play 
remains upbeat and inspirational 
and is punctuated with just enough 
humor and emotionally heart-warm-
ing moments to make the overriding 
tension bearable.

Parva directs the production with 
admiration and respect through ef-
fective and authentic staging. This 
fast paced production keeps you at 
the edge of your seat and never lags 
in propelling the story forward.

The supporting ensemble is co-
hesively solid and believable. John 

Stanisci as the Nazi Rokita relays 
the systematic death plan of Jews 
through a succession of restriction 
methods with a chilling and unset-
tlingly calm delivery. His starched, 
staunch rigidity is countered by 
Thomas Ryan’s Major Rugemer, 
whose arc of character peaks with 
the discovery of the hidden Jews. 
Maja Wampuszyc (Ida Hallar) and 
Tracee Chimo (Fanka Silberman) 
stand out with nuanced acting mo-
ments, authentic accents, pale com-
plexion and deep hollow eyes, as 
does Steven Hauck who gives hu-
manity to the character of Schultz.

Kevin Judge’s simple represen-
tational set of platforms, skeletal 
doorways, beams, crates, stools, and 
period furniture accents allows the 
play to effectively travel to many 
settings; Alex Koch’s projections 
maintain a sense of place and his-
toric validity; and through the violin 
strains, Quentin Chiapetta’s original 
music supports the transitions and 
his effective sound design enhance 
plot moments unobtrusively. 

This Holocaust chronicle about a 
deeply religious, courageous wom-
an, told from the “rescuer’s” perspec-
tive, is one that should not be missed.  
 At a displaced persons camp after 
the war, Irena Gut met her future 
husband, a U.N. staffer named Wil-
liam Opdyke. They settled in south-
ern California. Her memoirs ap-
peared in the books: In My Hands 
written with Jennifer Armstrong, 
and Into the Flames: The Life Story 
of a Righteous Gentile written with 
Jeffrey M. Elliot, Mary A. Burgess.

PBS is planning to film a docu-
mentary about the production of the 
play, which hopes to move to Broad-
way after its run at Baruch.

ard Rugemer. When her mysterious 
secret was discovered she was given 
a dramatic choice. She decided to 
sacrifice her personal dignity in 
order to save the dignity of other 
people’s lives. 

In the hands of actress Tovah 
Feldshuh, the production of Irena’s 
Vow soars. Feldshuh’s tour de force 
performance embodies and exem-
plifies Irena’s defiant braveness of 
spirit and dominates every moment 
of the play. Director Michael Parva 
ultimately succeeds in building this 
play into an engrossing, near pitch-
perfect production.

Framed as a recollection before 
a student assembly, the play begins 
as the elderly Irene Gut Opdyke 
looks back on crucial and defining 
moments in her life. With a simple 
hair maneuver Feldshuh transforms 
from the 70 year old Irene to Irena in 
her youth. By the power and illusion 
of the theatrical stage, Feldshuh is 
able to suspend age. matching Ire-
na’s 4 foot-11inch stature and with 
a gentle accent, she gives a nuanced 
and powerfully emotional depiction 
of the heroine and her plight, guid-
ing the audience through a believ-
ably spellbinding, invigorating, and 
tense evening.

The play transcends the black-
and-white photos that are promi-
nently shown in projection and 
embodies the deeper feelings and 
emotions of consciousness of that 
period in time. Irena’s Vow shows an 
aspect of Poland’s role in the Holo-
caust that is infrequently portrayed 
or documented. The relationships of 
Poles and Jews during the desperate 
times of World War II have been a 
topic of controversy. There certainly 
was sympathy toward Jews among 
the Poles and antipathy toward the 
Germans; however everyone react-
ed differently and most were con-
cerned about their own survival.

Over 50,000 acts of heroism by 
Polish citizens who reached out 
to save victims of the Nazi terror 
have been recorded, resulting in the 
100,000 Jews that somehow sur-
vived in Poland. Poland was the only 
country where simply giving a glass 
of water or piece of bread to a Jew 
was punishable by death — for the 
giver as well as for his/her family. 
Polish people caught helping Jews 
in any way were strung up in the 

Highlighting Polish Contemporary Culture 
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fellow of the Pol-
ish Institute. He is 
also an author of 
“Fantastic Reali-
ties and The Light-
ness of Being.” 
The presentation 
of the award will 
be made by Dr. 
Roald Hoffmann, 
a Nobel Prize lau-
reate in Chemistry 
1981, professor 
of Chemistry at 
Cornell Univer-
sity. Following the 
formal program a 
cocktail reception 
will follow. Since 
space is limited, 
reservations to this event must be 
made by December 1. Please write 

to PIASA 208 East 30th St., New 
York, N.Y. 10016 or e mail to tgro-
mada@mindspring.com .

Polish Children’s
Heartline, Inc.

A Non-Profit Corporation—State of NJ

177 Broadway
Clark , NJ 07066

POLISH CHILDREN’S HEARTLINE. An ALL VOLUNTEER non-profit organization sending medical and surgical supplies to hospitals in Poland having 
Pediatric units In 2007 over $150,000 of specialized surgical equipment was sent to the hospitals. Requests for assistance in 2008 are already over 
$160,000. Generous donations from Polonia and American supporters make this possible and much is still needed. Contributions may be made in 
memory of family and friends. Each donation is tax exempt and acknowledged. We thank you for your support and ask for your continued support. 
For information call 732-680-0680 or 732-341-5044. 
“ What one does for others, Lives forever”					     Ronald Syslo, President • Aleksandra E. Patras, C.E.O. 
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CHICAGO—Continuing with 
Polish American Heritage Month 
celebrations, the Chicago Public 
Library (CPL) has, and will provide 
to all interested in Polish and Polish 
American culture, an opportunity 
to experience that which is Polish. 
During the month of October, the 
Library will host lectures, work-
shops, Polish book discussions, and 
folk dance presentations through-
out Chicago’s branch libraries as 
well as holding events at the Harold 
Washington Main Library. Lucyna 
Migala, Emmy award broadcast 
journalist and artistic director of the 
Lira Ensemble, will present “The 
Beauty of Poland.” Norman Conard 
and Megan Stewart-Felt, ensemble 
members of “The Irena Sendler 
Project,” will discuss the upcoming 
film “Life in a Jar” as well as their 
personal experiences in creating this 
moving tribute to Irena Sendler.

PADEREWSKI SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA PLAYS TO HONOR. 
On Oct. 4, the Paderewski Symphony 
Orchestra of Chicago held a 
multimedia extravaganza “Piesni 
Wolnosci: Songs of Freedom!” at 
the Rosemont Theater, a Chicago 
suburb. This event was held to 
celebrate the 400th anniversary 
of the Polish settlers arriving to 
Jamestown, Virginia as well as to 
commemorate the 90th anniversary 
of Poland’s independence. The 
concert had at least 180 performers, 
including internationally-acclaimed 
Polish opera stars Mirosława 
Sojka-Topor, Adam Zdunikowski, 
Artur Ruciński, Przemysław Firek 
and Jacek Wojcicki. Adding to the 
entertainment of the day were choirs 
and dance troupes, which performed 
to music from Oginski to Vangelis to 
Williams. This event was sponsored 
by many, including the Senate, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
Ministry of Culture and National 
Heritage, the Republic of Poland, 
and the Embassy of the Republic of 
Poland.

EAT AND MEET. On Oct. 10, the 
Chicago Society of the Polish Na-
tional Alliance, held its second an-
nual “Bigos Dinner” in conjunc-
tion with its “Meet the Candidates” 
Night. 

Held at the Copernicus Founda-
tion, this event gives voters the op-
portunity to mingle with perspective 

Happenings: Chicago Style / Geraldine Balut Coleman

Chicago Public Library Joins the Celebration

Hosts, Mariola and Andrew Golota, and six perspective debutantes.
70th BALL SEASON BEGINS. 
The Legion of Young Polish Women 
began its 70th debutante ball season 
by holding its first Debutante Tea on 
September 28 at the home of Ma-
riola and Andrew Golota. Six per-
spective debutantes, their parents, 

past debutantes, and ball committee 
members attended this event. Gra-
zyna Migala, Chair of the Ball, an-
nounced that the 70th Annual White 
& Red Ball, Bal Amarantowy, will 
be held on February 21, 2009 at the 
Hilton Chicago.

POLISH EXCHANGE STUDENT 
PROGRAM. Loyola Academy, a 
Jesuit College Preparatory High 
School, located in Wilmette, par-
ticipated in its third annual Polish 
Student Exchange Program. Once 
again, eight students from the Piotr 
Skarga, SJ Gimnazjum Akademickie 
of Nowy Sacz, Poland, had the op-
portunity to attend an American 
Jesuit High School in order to im-

prove their English language skills, 
to experience differences as well as 
similarities in their educations, and 
to enjoy the exchange of cultures. 
The Academy’s parents have con-
tinued to support this program by 
hosting the Polish students. This 
program has been coordinated by 
Dr. Geraldine Balut Coleman of the 
Academy and Artur Demkowicz, 
SJ, of Krakow.

Polish exchange students and their hosts.

candidates aspiring to become local 
and/or state officials, as well as to 
enjoy an evening of Polish Ameri-
can hospitality and a great Polish 
meal.

MARIA CIESLA PRESENTS 
UNIQUE PWAA HISTORY. Group 
819 of the Polish Women’s Alliance 
(PWAA) held its 20th Anniversary 
on Sept. 21 at Przybylo’s House 
of the White Eagle in Niles. Group 
president, Marlene Gill, welcomed 
guests to the afternoon festivities. 
Maria Ciesla, president of The Pol-
ish Museum of America (PMA) and 
member of Group 819 spoke of the 
historical and supportive relation-
ship between PWAA and PMA. 
Mrs. Ciesla spoke of the history 
behind the focal showcase paint-
ing located in the Museum’s Great 
Hall. The painting, “Pulaski at Sa-
vannah,” painted by Stanisław Kac-
zor-Batowski and measuring ap-
proximately 11 feet by 15 feet, “was 
originally brought from Poland to 
be displayed at the Chicago’s 1933 
Century of Progress World’s Fair.” 
This magnificent painting was then 
purchased by the Art Institute of 
Chicago. During 1939, the PWAA 
purchased the painting from the Art 
Institute and on October 9, 1939, on 

“the eve of the 160th anniversary of 
Pulaski’s death in the American War 
of Independence,” PWAA President 
Honorata Wolowska and other offi-
cers of PWAA presented the paint-
ing as a gift to The Polish Museum 
of America.

SEARCH FOR MISS POLAND 
2009. Applications are now being 
accepted for the title of Miss Poland 
International 2009, an official pre-
liminary to the Miss International 
Pageant that will be held at the 
North Shore Performing Arts Center 
in Chicago, July 20-25, 2009.

The woman selected will serve 
as an ambassador for Poland and re-
ceive an official crown and sash. 

Competitions will include pri-
vate interview, fitness wear, fashion 
wear, and evening gown. Women 
between the ages of 19-29 who hold 
Polish citizenship, or were born in 
Poland, and are interested in apply-
ing should call Mary Richardson, 
National Director at (540) 989-
5992, or e-mail director@miss-in-
ternational.us. Competition will also 
be held for the title of Mrs. Poland 
International 2009, which is open to 
married women ages 21-56. Contact 
Mary Richardson at the above num-
ber, or at mrsintlpag@aol.com.

NEW YORK—Dr. Thaddeus 
V. Gromada, President and Execu-
tive Director of the Polish Institute 
of Arts & Sciences of America 
(PIASA) announced that the Casi-
mir Funk Natural Science Award 
will be presented to Dr. Frank Wil-
czek, 2004 Nobel Laureate in Phys-
ics and Herman Feshbach professor 
of Physics at M.I.T. on Tuesday, 
December 9, 2008 at the Consulate 
General of Poland in New York City 
(233 Madison Avenue at E. 37th 
St.). The $1000. award named after 
the discover of vitamins, one of the 
early charter members of PIASA, 
is awarded biannually to an Ameri-
can of Polish origin who has made 
an extraordinary contribution in the 
field of natural science.

A native of Queens in New York 
City, Dr. Wilczek is a member and 
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Polish Institute to Honor Nobel Prize Laureate, Dr. Frank Wilczek

Margaret Jusko
Licensed Sales Associate

Fluent in Polish
1127 Wehrle Drive

Williamsville, NY 14221
716-204-2294(office)
716-574-8847(cell)
716-632-7479(fax)

mjusko@stovrofftaylorrealtors.com
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PAHA
The Polish American Histocial Association 
was established in December 1942 as a special 
commission of the The Polish Institute of Arts 
and Sciences in America to collect, compile and 
publish information about Polish Americans. 
In October 1944, it was reorganized as a na-
tional American society to promote study and 
research in the history and social background of 
Americans of Polish descent. The Association, 
which was incorporated under the laws of Illi-
nois in 1972, strives to assist and cooperate with 
all individuals and organizations interested in 
Polish American life and history. Contributions in support of the work of the Association 
are tax-exempt. Regular one-year membership to the Association is $30.00.

___ I am interested in becoming a member of PAHA. Enclosed is a check or money 	
 order for $30.00 made payable to the Polish American Historical Association.

NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

MAIL TO: PAHA, Central Connecticut State University, New Britain, CT 06050

www.polishamericanstudies.org

As certain as the falling leaves 
and snowfall, autumn and win-
ter bring a plethora of banquets to 
Hamtramck and the metro Detroit 
area. Individuals, organizations 
and institutions are recognized and 
praised publicly for their successes. 
Here is a sampling of the testimo-
nial events.
 
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. St. 
Florian Roman Catholic Parish will 
celebrate its 100th anniversary with 
a special Mass at 11 a.m., Novem-
ber 23, followed by a banquet at the 
American Polish Century Club in 
Sterling Heights. Cardinal Adam 
Maida and The Very Rev. Tomasz 
Sielicki, Superior General of the 
Society of Christ Fathers and a for-
mer St. Florian’s pastor, will say the 
Mass. Banquet tickets are $50 each 
or $450 for a table of 10.
 
SLASK CONCERT. Also, starting 
in November, tickets will go on sale 
for a performance of the vocal en-
semble of Slask, 7 p.m., December 
17, who will be in concert at St. 
Florian. Slask, the national song and 
dance ensemble of Poland, com-
prises a 30-piece orchestra and a 60-
member vocal ensemble. For ticket 
information to both events, call the 
parish office at (313) 871-2778 or 
e-mail inquiries to: office@stflori-
anparish.org. 
 
PAC ROAST. While usually held in 
the summer, the Polish Day Parade 
Roast will be held this year, Novem-
ber 13, beginning at 5:30 p.m., with 
Parade Chairman Judge John M. 
Chmura being roasted at DeCarlo’s 
Banquet Center in Warren. Tickets 
are priced at $65 per person. War-
ren Judge Chmura has headed the 
Parade committee for many years. 
Sponsored by the Polish American 
Congress, Michigan Division, the 
parade is held annually on Labor 
Day in Hamtramck and the roast is 
the major fund-raiser. For more in-
formation, contact (586) 574-4925.
 
CENTRAL CITIZENS COMMIT-
TEE. The organization honored 
Polonian activists with the Pulaski 
Day banquet held October 26 at the 
Polish National Alliance Banquet 
Hall. Honorees for 2008 include 
Jerzy Czaja, chairman of the Polish 
Scouting Organization in Michigan; 
Sr. Mary Danatha, one of the found-
ers of Madonna University; George 
Kristy, publisher of the “Main 
Street” newspaper and head of the 
Hamtramck Chamber of Commerce, 
and a member of the Polish Day Pa-
rade Committee; Christine Kryszko, 

director of the Polanie Folk Dance 
Group; Edward Kuczynski of the 
Polish Engineering Society; Michael 
Ostrowski of the American Polish 
Assistance Association which sends 
care packages to Poland for Pol-
ish orphans; Helen Sawicki, active 
in Wyandotte, Michigan, as Polish 
Roman Catholic Union of America 
Secretary #162, also associated with 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Par-
ish, PWA and PLAV; and a former 
Wyandotte city council member; 
Virginia Skrzyniarz, Piast executive 
director; and Frank Stella, generous 
donor to Polish causes.
 
PNA COUNCIL TURNS 90. The 
officers and members of the Polish 
National Alliance Council 122 cel-
ebrated its 90th anniversary with a 
banquet held October 11 at the PNA 
Hall. Don Horkey, a long-time offi-
cer for the council wrote a history of 
the council. 
 
ANNIVERSARY OF POPE’S 
ELECTION. Led by Msgr. Stanley 
Milewski as its president, the Priests 
Conference for Polish Affairs spon-
sored a prayer service, 3 p.m., Oc-
tober 26, at St. Ladislaus Roman 
Catholic Church, 2730 Caniff. His 
Eminence Edmund Cardinal Szoka 
celebrated the 30th anniversary of 
the papacy of Pope John Paul II. Af-
terwards, Professor Thomas Noble, 
head of the History department at 
Notre Dame University in South 
Bend, Indiana, presented a lecture 
on the papacy. Rev. Andrew Wes-
ley, St. Ladislaus pastor, hosted the 
event which included a reception in 
the church hall. 
 
PRCUA BANQUET. In observance 
of the fraternal’s 135th anniversary, 
the Polish Roman Catholic Union 
of America group attended a Mass, 
October 5 at St. Albertus Roman 
Catholic Church, according to Barb 
Toboy, PRCUA national director, 
District #10. St. Albertus was the 
birthplace of the PRCUA, according 
to Toboy. A dinner followed at the 
Knight of Columbus Cardinal Mer-
cier Council 2723 in Hamtramck. 
 
FILMING OF MOVIES. Two Ham-
tramck women, Bernice Phillips 
and Mary Urbanski became movie 
extras during the filming of Clint 
Eastwood’s upcoming movie, “Gran 
Torino,” during the summer. They 
were on-site at St. Ambrose Ro-
man Catholic Church in the Grosse 
Pointe area, where some of the 
scenes were filmed. Urbanski works 
in the rectory of St. Ambrose. Phil-
lips was singled out by Eastwood 

himself via an assistant director to 
play a scene in the church where she 
wakes up a snoozing parishioner 
during a funeral Mass. The movie 
has a December 2008 premiere and 
Gran Torino refers to the Ford car. 
Urbanski found being an extra a 
thrilling experience. 
 
OTHER MOVIE-MAKING NEWS. 
Filming of another Hollywood mov-
ie, “Whip It” was held right on 
Hamtramck streets during two days 
in the summer, August 26 and 27. 
Drew Barrymore directed the film, 
a story about a young woman who 
joins a roller derby league. Ellen 
Page and Jimmy Fallon star.
 
LOCAL FILMMAKER. Charles 
Cirgenski, a filmmaker and for-
mer Hamtramck councilperson ex-
plained that the state incentives for 
making films in Michigan drew him 
to return to Hamtramck from New 
York. Filmmaker Cirgenski has, 
among his credits, a HBO show-
ing of his movie, “Stardust,” a fan-
tasy about a living vacuum cleaner 
that was filmed in Hamtramck and 
released in 1998. ”Stardust” may 
be purchased on amazon.com.
 
ACHIEVEMENT ACKNOWL-
EDGED. Marian Krzyzowski of 
the University of Michigan won the 
Diversity Business Leader award, 
along with other recipients, in a 
competition sponsored by “Corp!” 
Magazine. Krzyzowski was lauded 
for his six-year study of the Chene 
Street History as well as his other ac-
complishments throughout his long 
and distinguished career with U of 
M. He was recognized at a breakfast 
held October 14 at the Troy Marriott 
for all of the award winners.
 
BRAZILIAN BEAT. With Ham-
tramck ties, pianist Rich Kow-
alewski of Sterling Heights, 
Michigan, has released his group’s 
latest CD called “Brazil and Be-
yond Classical.” His group of the 
same name Brazil and Beyond won 
the 2006 and 2004 Detroit Music 
Awards winner in the “Outstanding 
World Recording”category. 

On the group’s fifth release, mu-
sic of such composers as Bach, Cho-
pin and Vivaldi are featured along 
with the works of Brazilian classi-
cal composers Ernesto Nazareth and 
Chiquinha Gonzaga. 

Kowalewski credits his strong 
ties to Polonia to his mother, Helen 
Zibbron Kowalewski, who was born 
and raised in Hamtramck and attend-
ed St. Florian Church and School. 
According to him, she expressed 

HAMTRAMCK BEAT / Michelle Odrobina-Jiompkowski

Polonia Fetes Outstanding Polish Americans and Celebrates Anniversaries
her love of music through her piano 
playing, especially the works of her 
favorite composer, Chopin.

“Brazil and Beyond Classical” 
will be released at the concert of the 
Redford Michigan Civic Symphony 
Orchestra at 3 p.m, November 16, 
at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 
27475 Five Mile Road in Livonia. 
There is no charge. The group’s 
CD may be purchased online at CD 
Baby, amazon.com, the band’s Web 
site and www.brazilandbeyond.
com.
 
ONE-MAN SHOW. An active mem-
ber of the Friends of Polish Art and a 
social worker with the Detroit Pub-
lic Schools, Leonard T. Zabawski, 
LMSW, of Canton, Michigan, had 
an exhibit of his paintings recently. 
His pen/ink and watercolor paintings 
were featured in his one-man show 
during September and early October 
at the University Liggett (Upper) 
School in Grosse Pointe, Michigan. 
Zabawski’s show entitled “Great 
Lakes/Atlantic Lights,” showcased 
lighthouses across Michigan. 

He worked in the past as a case-
worker at the International Institute 
of Metropolitan Detroit, a social 
services agency that helps newly ar-
rived immigrants with the English 
language and job seeking skills. He 
saw clients from 1982-1986 at the 
office of the Polish American Con-
gress, Michigan Division. Many 
Poles have been assisted through the 
agency and its team of social work-
ers that comprises a mini-United 
Nations. Among his other interests, 
Zabawski heads the Progressive Art-
ists & Educators Committee. With 
his family, he also marches with the 
Polish National Alliance Centennial 
Dancers in the Polish Day Parade. 

To learn more about the Great 
Lakes show, visit www.myspace.
com/greatlakelights or contact 
Zabawski at lajkonik11@msn.com.

SYMPATHY EXTENDED. A deep 
loss in Detroit Polonia was felt with 
the death of Bruno Nowicki who 
passed away August 7 at age 100. 
According to Carolyn Meleski, pres-
ident of the Friends of Polish Art, 
“Bruno was a person who did not 
look for the spotlight, but did things 
in his own quiet way. Detroit area 
monuments to Kosciuszko, Pulaski 
and Pope John Paul II were made 
possible because of this one man 
who set about a task and followed it 
through until it was finished.” 

Sebastian Szczepanski, newslet-
ter editor for the Polish American 
Congress, Michigan Division, and 

editor/publisher of the Czas Pol-
ski/Polish Times, wrote, “Nowicki 
was well known for his monuments 
around Hamtramck and metro De-
troit that paid tribute to his Polish 
heritage. His monuments were tes-
taments to Revolutionary War Gen-
erals Casimir Pulaski and Thaddeus 
Kosciuszko as well as the statue to 
Pope John Paul II in Hamtramck’s 
Pope Park. At the Detroit Main 
Public Library, visitors can view 
the Copernicus statue, whose place-
ment was orchestrated by Nowicki. 
His monuments of Szymanowski 
and Chopin at Interlochen and to 
Paderewski at the Orchard Lake 
Schools immortalize the contribu-
tions of Poland to classical music.”

The editor noted that Nowicki 
had an equally distinguished career 
in newspaper publication. He be-
gan his career as a reporter in 1927, 
working for Polish publications in 
Pittsburgh and Chicago before mov-
ing to Detroit, where he published 
the “Dziennik Polski”/”Polish Daily 
News.” The native of Sosnowiec, 
Poland, was admired. Sympathy is 
extended to his son Richard; and to 
Mr. Nowicki’s longtime friend, Pa-
tricia Bargowski.
  
PERSONAL MUSINGS. One of 
the best pieces of career advice I 
ever received was from Henry Paw-
lowski, a designer, and a member of 
the Friends of Polish Art. He told 
me about registering with a tempo-
rary agency for work in proofread-
ing which I did. In an e-mail, he 
wrote, “I too was helped by a temp 
agency. Before Aquent came along, 
there was MacTemps. That landed 
me a permanent textile designer 
position at Kmart and when Kmart 
design went to New York, I got a 
new position with Dillard’s in Little 
Rock, Arkansas (Pulaski County no 
less!).”

Aquent Talent Agency helps 
graphic designers, copywriters, 
copy editors, Web designers and 
others secure assignments with ad-
vertising agencies and communica-
tions companies. It is one of the best 
national and international agencies 
around for creative people. Visit 
www.aquent.com.

Besides Thanksgiving, one of the 
festive events I look forward to in 
November is the open house held 
during the weekend of November 23 
by the Polish Art Center, A Treasury 
of Polish Heritage. For more infor-
mation, contact the Bittner family at 
www.polartcenter.com or call their 
toll-free number at (888) 619-9771.
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How Will You Be Remembered? 
Many people talk about leaving gifts to worthy causes, but don’t have a will, and do not realize 
it requires a will to do so. The laws of most states make it quite clear that personal property goes 
automatically, by law, to your nearest relatives, even if they are quite distant ones, unless you have 
a legal will that says otherwise. If you have no relatives, it goes to the state. More than half of all 
adult Americans die without having made their wills. Most of them undoubtedly planned to do so, 
but never got around to it. Some had wills but didn’t keep them current. When you have a will, you 
should update it every few years as conditions change. Also, always name an executor who will carry 
out your wises. Besides money, non-cash possessions can also be used as contributions and vari-
ous donation plans can be carried out. Be a philanthropist: leave your stocks, bonds, real estate, art, 
valuable collections or insurance to continue the Polish American traditions. Your will is the most 
important way of giving. When you are gone, it is a legacy that is not forgotten. In your will, you can 

specify what you would like your donation to be used for. For help in making your will, contact a competent lawyer. The 
National Polish Center, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations that needs your help and legacy.

The National Polish Center, Inc.
2025 “O” Street NW • Washington, DC 20036

Tel.: (202) 785-2320 • Fax: (202) 785 2159 • www.polishcenterdc.org

Polish-English 
Translator

• 	Official documents, letters,
	 e-mails, etc.
• 	Reasonable rates. 
•	 Fast, reliable service by e-mail 

or regular mail.
•	 Translation to/from other lan-

guages available as well.
•	 Over 20 years experience work-

ing with genealogists, attorneys, 
businesses, film-makers, gov-
ernment, medical professionals, 
etc.

Andy Golebiowski
109 Rosemead Lane

Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 892-5975

<andyg81@hotmail.com>

BUFFALO, N.Y.—His Excellen-
cy Dr. Robert Kupiecki, the new 
Polish Ambassador to the United 
States, was the guest speaker at the 
WNY Division of the Polish Ameri-
can Congress’ annual banquet at the 
Potts Banquet Hall on October 25. 
This was the ambassador’s first visit 
to WNY, which also included a visit 
to the Msgr. Adamski Polish Satur-
day School.

The PAC banquet honored Polish 
American Women of Distinction. 
The honorees included: Renee Har-
zewski, Christine Jozwiak, Eileen 
Koteras, NYS Supreme Court Jus-
tice Ann Mikoll, Christine Nowak, 
Hon. Alfreda Slominski, Dr. Joan 
Sulewski, and Mira Szramel.

POLONIA TIDBITS. A fire at the 
former Norm Skulski’s Pump Inn 
in Buffalo’s Kaisertown neighbor-
hood destroyed 4,000 signatures 
that had been collected in support 
of the campaign to name Buffalo’s 
new federal courthouse in honor of 
Lt. Col. Matt Urban ... Artists Jer-
emy Dabrowski, Brett Despotovich, 
Agnieszka Foltyn, Lucas Geroni-
mas, Adam and Mars Horodyski, 
Elzbieta Krawecka, Julia Olesiak, 
Chris Parker, Natalia Paruzel, Beata 
Raczynska and Mack Ross partici-
pated in the Canadian Polish Arts 
Initiative exhibit, “Concurrence” at 
the SPK Hall in Toronto on October 
4 ... Also on the 4th, “Writers and 
Books” presented “The Shawl” by 
Cynthia Ozick, a Polish Holocaust 
survivor, at the Rochester Academy 
of Medicine, and Lenny Gomulka 
& the Chicago Push appeared at 
Fredonia’s 1891 Opera House ... 
Jan Borkowski, the Polish Vice-
Minister of Foreign Affairs, met 
with members of the University of 
Toronto Polish Student Association 
at the Munk Centre on the 7th ... 
The Echo Society of Niagara Falls 
has a new mailing address: P.O. Box 
2734, Niagara Falls, NY 14302.

The Polish Student Associa-
tion of the University of Toronto 
elected the following officers for the 
2008-2009 academic year: Jennifer 
Ploski (president), Wojciech Golab 
(vice president), Agnieszka Fraczek 
(treasurer) and Natalia Jankowski 
(secretary) ... PAJ columnist Mar-
tin Nowak gave a talk on the his-
tory of Buffalo’s Polonia to the La-
dies’ Club of St. Josaphat Parish in 

Cheektowaga on October 8 ... Also 
on the 8th, the Permanent Chair of 
Polish Culture at Canisius College 
presented a lecture and book sign-
ing by Andy Bienkowski and Mary 
Akers, the authors of “Radical Grat-
itude” ... Janet Stanek of Stand Ad-
vertising lived on the roof of West 
Herr Chevrolet in Orchard Park to 
promote Goodwill Industries’ “Op-
eration Donation” project ... Tom 
Dudzick’s play “Over the Tavern” 
was presented at the Lancaster Op-
era House during mid-October ... On 
October 12, Gene Golomb spoke 
on “Two Anniversaries—400th An-
niversary of Poles in America and 
90th Anniversary of the Polonia 
Civic Center” as part of Rochester’s 
Pulaski Day Commemoration at St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Church ... Feli-
cian Sisters Paula Marie Skalski, 
Mary Raymond Kasprzak, Mary 
Louis Rustowicz, Mary Kevin 
Szeluga Maureen Helak and Mary 
Ambrose Wozniak recently marked 
their 50th anniversaries of religious 
life.

Dr. Ireneusz Lukaszewski, the 
founder of the “Quo Vadis” Choir 
and music director of the Villa Ma-
ria Chorale, was recently honored 
by the mayor of Gdansk for his con-
tributions to Polish culture ... The 
Polish Arts Club of Buffalo held its 
“Evening in Warsaw” Grand Po-
lonaise Ball at Shanghai Red’s Res-
taurant and the Polish Falcons held 
their district bowling tournament at 
Mancuso Lanes in Batavia on the 
18th ... On October 19, the Chopin 
Singing Society presented its 109th 
annual concert at the Montante Cul-
tural Center on Buffalo’s Canisius 
College campus. This year’s event 
featured a concert version of Mo-
niuszko’s light-hearted opera “Flis” 
and was dedicated to the president 
of the Chopin Ladies’ Auxiliary, 
Evelyn Pietrzak ... Director Wanda 
Koscia’s BBC documentary film, 
“Battle for Warsaw” was screened 
at Toronto’s Emmanuel College on 
the 20.

Polish classical guitarist Marcin 
Dylla performed at Buffalo’s First 
Presbyterian Church, Andrzej Roz-
bicki’s Celebrity Symphony Orches-
tra presented the “Golden Operetta” 
at the Living Arts Centre in Mis-
sissauga, Ontario and the Dunkirk 
Kosciuszko Club hosted its “Pol-
ish Night” on October 25 ... Also 

on the 25th, the Syracuse Polish 
Home sponsored a Polish Heritage 
Month exhibit at the Hazard Branch 
Library. Robert Synakowski spoke 
on the history of the Polish Home 
and Marian Poczobutt lectured on 
the 400th Anniversary of the Poles 
landing in Jamestown ... The Polish 
Heritage Society of Rochester held 
its Krakow Creche Workshop at 
the Rochester Museum and Sci-
ence Center on October 25 and 26 
... Rochester’s Polonia Civic Cen-
ter observed its 90th anniversary 
with a dinner at Keenan’s Restau-
rant on the 29th ... The 15th anni-
versary of Kabaret “Pod Banka” 
was celebrated at the John Paul II 
Polish Cultural Centre in Missis-
sauga at the end of October ... The 
Broadway Market Management 
Board dissolved itself as of October 
31. The City of Buffalo is taking 
steps to provide for the continued 
existence of the historic East Side 
landmark ... Steps are being taken 
to revitalize the Buffalo-Rzeszow 
Sister City Committee.

v v v
If you have any item for this col-

umn, please send the information 
to me by the 6th day of the month 
preceding the month (i.e. Novem-
ber 6 for the December edition) at: 
POLEGL, P.O. Box 223, Niagara 
Square Station, Buffalo, NY 14201-
0223. My e-mail address is pietrusz-
ka@verizon.net.

For more information on what’s 
going on in the Polonia of the East-
ern Great Lakes, including a calen-
dar of upcoming events, an organi-
zational directory and interesting 
links, visit my website at: www.
polegl.org.

POLONIA OF THE EASTERN GREAT LAKES / Michael Pietruszka

Unique Polish Folk Art and Crafts
www.polishpeddler.net

Ambassador Visits Western New York

Another Church Closes
CONNELLSVILLE, Pa.—Holy 

Trinity Roman Catholic Church, or-
ganized in 1903 as a Polish congre-
gation, closed its doors October 30.

At its founding, Holy Trinity 
had 180 families, mostly from the 
Austrian and Russian partitions of 
Poland. They were employed in the 
area’s coalmining and agriculture 
industries.

According to the Diocese of 
Greensburg website, as of June 30, 
2007, the church had 93 households 
with 167 individuals.

“It’s a big loss, but we have to ac-
cept it,” said Julia Goretsky of the 
Holy Trinity.

Credit Union Issues Warning
CHICOPEE, Mass.—A scam 

is targeting customers of the Pol-
ish National Credit Union, who are 
contacted through telephone calls, 
emails, and text messages.

Marjorie Tkacz got one of those 
phone calls. “I pick up the phone 
and the voice says, ‘This is the Pol-
ish National Credit Union calling. 
This is a very important call. Your 
credit card has lapsed. If you want 
to reactivate it press one.’” 

But since the phone call came at 
6:30 in the morning Tkacz knew it 
couldn’t have been from the credit 
union, and hung up.

She contacted both the credit 
union and the police, and that’s 
when she learned that other credit 
union customers had also been con-
tacted. As it turns out, the phone 
number that showed up on Tkacz’s 
caller ID had a Delaware area code. 
In a press release, the Polish Na-
tional Credit Union says they will 
never ask for personal financial 
information through e-mails, text 
messages, or telephone calls. They 
also say, if an individual responded 
to the e-mail, they were directed to 
a fake banking site or phone number 
which asked them to submit their 

credit card number and pin in order 
to reactivate their account. If you 
did give out your personal informa-
tion contact the credit union imme-
diately.

“Dream Come True”
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, Ill.—

Arlington Heights has a little piece 
of Poland in the form of Agnes Zi-
etek’s new Brama Restaurant. The 
Polish immigrant’s pierogi were 
such a hit at her Brama Bread, a 
mere three months old, that she de-
cided to change the name to better 
describe the eatery that serves three 
meals daily.

Ms. Zietek, 42, moved to the 
United States six years ago, and 
“This (restaurant) was my dream. 
My family had a restaurant in Po-
land. I wanted to serve Polish food 
here in Arlington Heights,” she said. 
“Everything is made from scratch. I 
try to keep things healthy,” said the 
owner of the 50-seat restaurant. The 
idea is to show customers a good, 
home-cooked meal,” she said. For 
more information, call (847) 222-
1510 or check out www.brama-
bread.com.
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Featuring Polish History and Culture
OPEN 10:00 a.m. TO 4:00 p.m. • FREE ADMISSION

January through April • Monday to Friday
May through December • Monday to Saturday

Gift Shop is Open During Regular Exhibit Hall Hours
Closed on Holidays

Visit Us on the Internet: www.polishamericancenter.org

POLISH AMERICAN
CULTURAL CENTER

308 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

(215) 922-1700
When You’re in Philadelphia’s Historic 

District, Visit The Polish American 
Cultural Center Museum Exhibit Hall

SPEAK UP / Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
Great article about Jon Shea in 

the September edition!
I might add that the United Pol-

ish Genealogical Societies (UPGS) 
Seminar, hosted by the Polish Ge-
nealogical Society of Michigan 
(PGSM) held what is believed to 
be the first virtual “cooperative 
activity between a U.S.-based Pol-
ish American genealogical society 
and one based in Poland” during its 
April 2008 seminar in Salt Lake. We 
conducted three lectures with Polish 
genealogists. 

Genealogist and techie Tomasz 
Nitsch, owner of the Polish genea-
logical site GenPol site, arranged 
for us to have a real time lecture 
and Q&A with Adam and Ewa Ka-
minski of the of the Pomeranian 
Genealogical Association (Pomor-
skie Towarzystwo Genealogiczne). 
Please see United Polish Genealogi-
cal Seminar Wrap Up at http://upgs.
blogspot.com/search?q=Tomek. A 
printed story about the conference 
is in the current PGSM Polish Ea-
glet journal.

Tomek calls Adam and Ewa 
“the most genealogical family in 
Poland.” They head a group of re-
searchers in indexing Catholic and 
Evangelical vital records, www.ptg.
gda.pl/index.php/certificate/action/
main/

 Using the software known as 
SKYPE, we listened to Dr. Marek 
Jerzy Minakowski, a Polish phi-
losopher, historian and genealogist. 
Currently Minakowski is focused 
on building the database of descen-
dants of all members of the Great 
Sejm This is available at www.pr-
zodkowie.com/.

Our last virtual lecture and Q&A 
was with Lukasz Bielecki and Ka-
sia Grycza. Owners of Discover-
ing Roots, they have helped many 
North Americans find records and 
visit Poland. Lukasz is head of the 
extraction database Poznan Project, 
and will be the guest speaker at the 
PGSM seminar this month. For more 
information, visit www.pgsm.org/

index_039.htm. Our other featured 
speaker is Thaddeus Radzilowski, 
Ph.D.

Ceil Jensen
cjensen@mipolonia.net

ONE FINE ISSUE. I just received 
the PAJ August 2008 issue. You are 
to be commended for producing one 
of the finest issues I have seen. It is 
filled with many interesting and in-
formative articles.

Of particular interest I would like 
to cite the article on “The Martyr-
dom of the Sisters of the Holy Fam-
ily of Nazareth.” I had never heard 
of these heroic women and their in-
spirational story until reading your 
article. You have done a great ser-
vice to Polonia by presenting their 
story!

On a lighter note, I found the ar-
ticle on “Polish Kissing, Hugging, 
Hand Gestures, and Body Lan-
guage” to be quite enjoyable. Please 
keep up your excellent work!

Ronald E. Marec
Shaker Heights, Ohio

KEEP DIVISIVE RHETORIC OUT 
OF PAJ. I enjoy your newspaper. 
Living in a southern community 
where there are not many aspects 
of our wonderful Polish culture, the 
Journal really helps me connect to 
my Polish roots and feel proud of 
being Polish. 

However, I really do wish that 
your editors and contributors would 
not put forth their political opinions. 
This is not what we read the Journal 
for, and some of the things are offen-
sive to people who do not hold those 
same opinions. For example, Robert 
Strybel recently mentioned Senator 
Barak Obama’s “liberal, leftist ho-
mosexual agenda.” Another news 
item when speaking of a running 
mate for Senator John McCain’s 
mentioned his “liberal” policies.

I do not agree with these com-
ments, and feel that they are inap-
propriate and divisive. 

Why do you assume that your 
readers will agree with these com-

ments? My political opinions, 
and many of my Polish American 
friends, support Senator Obama, and 
feel that Senator McCain’s political 
ultra-conservatism will not be good 
for our country. However, as I said 
before, that is not why I subscribe to 
the Polish American Journal. These 
issues are readily available for read-
ing is many other media. They are 
not suitable in a newspaper that is 
“dedicated to the promotion and 
continuance of Polish American cul-
ture.” Polish American culture does 
not stipulate who one votes for and 
how one approaches the important 
political discussions of the day.

Please stick to what you do best 
and keep the divisive political rheto-
ric out of the Journal.

Elaine E. Roberts 
Tallahassee, Florida

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER? 
Permit me a few comments about 
Ellye Slusarczyk’s article on Martha 
Stewart (“Self-Made Entrepreneur,” 
PAJ, Sept. 2008).

Stewart certainly has many capa-
bilities and her efforts have been a 
positive thrust for the Poles world-
wide. Slusarczyk’s well-written ar-
ticle certainly testifies to her life’s 
hard work and successes. 

However, for Stewart, who has 
about $738 million, to only recently 
visit Poland for the first time in her 
66 years—and this was the occasion 
to support her book and business in 
Poland—is unconscionable. 

I am proud of Stewart’s accom-
plishments. I am not proud of her 
late life visit to her family’s home-
land, Poland. The best that might be 
said is that at last she went. 

Richard R. Rogowski 
Via e-mail

POLAND’S FORGOTTEN MAR-
TYRS. As Polish Americans, you 
might find the following of interest, 
and that you, some organization, or 
someone you know, might be able 
to assist in some way to get the mes-
sage out about the disappearance 

NEW YORK—Hunter College Dance Company of-
fered Polish Dance as part of their “Diversity Through 
Dance” program which offers workshops and classes 
that are outside of Western theatrical dance forms. 
Guest artist Stas Kmiec, a noted authority in Polish 
Dance, presented the intensive workshop lecture to 40 
students. Kmiec was recommended to the College by 
Poland’s Mazowsze Song and Dance Company as the 
best suited at teaching this style of dance. In addition 
to the dance workshop, Mr. Kmiec gave an overview of 
Polish dance and the distinct background of the dances 
which were taught. He brought costumes and distrib-
uted informational booklets on Polish Dance as part of 

the curriculum . 
The Hunter College Dance Program, headed by Dr. 

Jana Feinman offers an opportunity to pursue a B.A. 
degree in dance within the context of a strong liberal 
arts education. The cultural diversity of the student 
population, together with the wide range of program 
opportunities, qualifies the Hunter College Dance Pro-
gram as the “hidden jewel” of New York City.

Through the joint efforts of the College and The 
Kosciuszko Foundation, the Polish Studies division of-
fers courses in Polish heritage, literature, and language. 
The Division of Russian and Slavic Languages spon-
sors the Polish Club.

Diversity Through Dance

Stas Kmiec and members of the Hunter College Dance Company in NYC during the Polish Dance seminar 
of “Diversity Through Dance.”

of about 2.5 million Poles between 
1941-1942, people who were arbi-
trarily arrested and ruthlessly de-
ported to the wastelands of Siberia 
and the furthest outer reaches of the 
former Soviet Union—for which no 
evidence can be found of their fate. 
Nor is there any inclination to assist 
any of the 115,000 survivors and 
their children, some of whom are 
still alive and who reluctantly con-
tinue to live in exile abroad.

Like hundreds of thousands of 
others, I lost aunts, uncles and my 
great-grandparents who needlessly 
died of starvation and in unbeliev-
able pain caused by disease, the un-
forgiving and inhospitable climate 
and the arduous hard labor required 
to be performed in order to earn a 
meager supply of bread. 

Those who survived the depor-
tation are still seeking justice, rec-
ognition, responsibility, restitution, 
and recompense with respect to 
those events that happened between 
1941-1942 to those 2.636 million 
patriotic Polish Martyrs who guard-
ed Poland’s Eastern Borderlands 
(Kresy) from the desires and tyran-
nical clutches of Communism.

Not one of the perpetrators of 
these “Crimes Against Humanity” 
has ever been brought to justice, 
even though their names are docu-
mented and known.

The Polish Government still 
avoids fully acknowledging the ini-
tial events of 1941-1942, and those 
events that occurred subsequently. It 
seems that the agenda of the govern-
ment is to drag things out as long as 
possible in the certainty that most 

potential claimants will die without 
any resolve for themselves, their 
children, and grandchildren; and 
that many potential claimants will 
simply give-up in because of bu-
reaucratic requirements, limitations 
and exclusions.

For information on the activi-
ties of survivors and their children, 
please go to:

www.Kresy-Siberia.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
Kresy-Claimants/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
Kresy-Siberia/
For further information on num-

bers deported:
http://www.antoranz.net/CU-
RIOSA/ZBIOR5/C0502/15-
QZD05024_wywozki.HTM
www.communistcrimes.org/
en/Database/Poland/Historical-
Overview

Wieslaw George Helon
Post Office Box 88

Toowoomba Queensland 4350
Australia 

PH/FAX: + 61 7 4634 0045

PAST PRESIDENT, TOO. In your 
August 2008 edition, Geraldine 
Balut-Coleman identified Stanley 
Jendrejec as the past president of the 
PNA. I feel a correction is in order, 
as Edward J. Moskal was the past 
president until his death.

Irene Moskal Del Giudice
Schiller Park, Illinois

Editor’s note: Mr. Jendrejec was 
referred to as a past-PNA president, 
not the immediate past president, 
the position held by Mr. Moskal and 
currently held by Frank Spula.

•
•

•

•

•
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BUFFALO, N.Y.—Buffalo’s 
polka community was saddened to 
learn of the passing of Lawrence 
“Larry” Chadwick, who died in 
his Hamburg, N.Y. home, Oct. 13, 
2008.

A vocalist and bass guitar player, 
Chadwick was the founder and a 
member of the Nickel City Notes. 
He was a long-time member of 
the City Side polka band, and also 
played bass with Jan Cyman & 
and the Musicalaires, and the New 
York Sound. Chadwick filled in 
with many bands, and could be seen 
playing with Jersey Polka Richie for 
many years as well. 

As a promoter, and ran numerous 
dances in Western New York.

Chadwick performed on nu-
merous recordings, including City 
Side’s “Perfect Harmony,” “Just 
Like Downtown,” “Buffalo Past 
and Present,” and most recently, the 
Nickel City Notes “Spare Change,” 
which he also produced.

He is survived by his wife Ger-
aldine (nee Zagorski); children 

OMAHA, Neb.—As a special 
“thank you” to all polka lovers, 
dancers, radio listeners, promoters 
and TV viewers of the “Big Joe Pol-
ka Show,” Big Joe is offering a free 
CD or cassette.

The recording features twenty-
two different bands, 22 different 
full-length polkas with no commer-
cials. Listening time is 58 ½ min-
utes. 

Big Joe’s only request is you 
pay for the shipping and handling, 
$3.75. This was first offered on na-
tional TV, RFD-TV, Wed., Sept. 10, 
2008.

Mail your check or money order 
to PC of Nebraska, P.O. Box 3643, 

Omaha, NE 68103, or order from 
his website www.polkacatalog.com.

Please allow 6-8 weeks for ship-
ping. Indicate your choice of CD or 
cassette. If no choice is made, a CD 
will be sent.

Big Joe says thanks to all who 
support his show, and encourages 
all the spread to word to all club 
members and ethnic organizations 
that polkas are a great way to keep 
part of your ethnic heritage alive.

The Big Joe Polka Show can 
been seen four times a week CST 
on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.; Thurs-
days at 8:00 a.m.; Saturdays at 9:00 
p.m.; and Mondays at 3:00 a.m.

Free Polka CD or Cassette

Big Joe Siedlik

Marion Lush, the Golden Voice 
of Polkas, is no longer with us but 
he lives on in his music, his vocals 
and the newly re-released collection 
of material by K-C Entertainment, 
Marvelous Memories of Marion. 

 This certainly isn’t the entire col-
lection of Marion Lush, but it is an 
excellent 30-track offering and one 
that everyone in polka music should 
have in their collection. Lush’s trade-
mark tunes like “Moonlight Polka,” 
with its grindy, simple-line, concer-
tina work and great riffs and drive; 
“Na Zdrowie,” almost always his first 
song from the stage; “High Bounce”; 
“Young Years”; and “Our Break Up” 
make this a memory magnet for the 
listener’s mind. I can’t even begin to 
count the number of times the crowd 
at Litwin’s Blue Room sang “I Wish 
I was Single Again” along with the 
Lush version on the jukebox and, like 
all Lush tunes, it took me back each 
time I listened to it on this CD. Of 
course, many say Lush interpreted a 
waltz like no other vocalist in polkas, 

and here you’ll find “Matka,” “In the 
Evening,” “Play Little Gypsy,” “Our 
Mary” and others. 

Do not pass this one by. If you were 
there when Maniu was on stage, there 
are memories here for you in these 
timeless songs by The Golden Voice 
of Polkas. Contact: www.kncenter-
tains.com or call: (847) 468-0112.

As a side note, the pictures on the 
CD cover came from my personal 
collection of Marion Lush photos and 
it was an honor to have them used on 
this fabulous CD.

FAMILY TRADITION. The musical 
mastery of Alex Meixner on button 
box and accordion is a gift he gives 
to the listener. Seeing him perform, 
at the Polka Fireworks this past July, 
revealed the passion and in-depth 
spirit he has for his music. Family 
Tradition, the new release by Mei-
xner, offers an eclectic performance 
offering everything from “Peanuts,” 
to the original “Zoey Lynn” waltz, to 
Gury’s “Pennsylvania Hills” polka, 

to “Jux” polka, and with 19 tracks, 
the variety of music has something 
for everyone.

Gathering melodies from four 
generations of Meixner music, Alex 
honors not only the heritage of the 
family but the music he lives with 
in his everyday life. Meixner man-
ages to retain what was, yet bridge 
it to his generation and season it like 
a fine chef with a unique musical 
flavor. Alex, on piano accordion and 
button accordion, is joined by Mike 
Fortunato on clarinet and sax, Jerry 
Lynn on violin, Jon Asbath on gui-
tar, Matt Tolentino on clarinet and 
Glenn Mayer on button box. 

Family Tradition was recorded 
at Rivers Bend Recording of Laurys 
Station, PA and mastered at Ranch 
Recordings, Nashville, TN. On the 
internet visit: www.alexmeixner.
com. The CD is available online at: 
www.cdbaby.com/meixneralex and 
in the mail from Meixner Music 
Productions, 3440 Lehigh St #245, 
Allentown, PA 18103.

POLKA LIFE. It’s 22 years old and 
Polka Life from the Sunshine and 
Scrubby era is now available on CD. 
This one is as fresh today as it was 
then, an excellent recording with 
unique studio touches and musical 
power that grabs the listener from 
the very first song. The concertina, 
horns, beat and crispness in the 
sound is timeless.

 “Zosia’s Picking Berries,” “First 
Time” as only Scrubby can do it, “At 
the Bar,” and my personal favorite 
“Trim Trim” make this dozen-track 
CD a superb recording. 

The Polka Life edition of Sun-
shine had Tom Picciano and Michael 
Burka on horns, Dave “Scrubby” 
Seweryniak on concertina, Mike 
Nowakowski on accordion. David 
“Nigel” Kurdziel on bass and Hank 
Marzuchowski on drums. 

Even if you have this on vinyl, 
you need this CD in your collection. 
Contact Sunshine Records, SDE., 
P. O. Box 652, West Seneca, NY 
14224.

POLKA JUKEBOX / Steve Litwin

The Music of “The Golden Voice” Lives On

Buffalo Mourns Passing of 
Musician, Promoter Larry Chadwick

Matthew, Nicholas, Brandy, Philip, 
Justina and Eric; grandchildren Ga-
brielle and Dakota; mother Eleanor 
Chadwick; brother Michael, sis-
ter Christine; and many nieces and 
nephews. His brother, drummer Ed-
ward Chadwick, died last year.

Chadwick was the member of 
numerous national and local polka 
organizations.

Gomulka, Biskup, to
Tour Poland in 2009

LUDLOW, Mass.—Those 
who have traveled and toured 
Poland in the past know that 
there’s much to take in, a lot to 
see, questions to be answered and 
a jubilant time awaiting you. On 
the other hand, first time Poland 
travelers are being informed that 
it’s important to select just the 
right group to travel to Poland 
with. The itinerary, Polish and 
English speaking guides, sight-
seeing and, if applicable, free 
time to yourself for exploring, 
are all ingredients making up the 
value of a perfect Poland vaca-
tion. Lenny Gomulka and Mitch 
Biskup have organized their third 
trip to Poland coming up in 2009, 
taking a group from the United 
States and Canada and it prom-
ises to be a trip to remember. 

This exciting Poland adven-
ture is scheduled from May 28 
through June 7, 2009. Flights are 
arranged from Chicago and New 
York City into Warsaw where 
you’ll be greeted, informed and 
pampered for the next ten days. 
The sights of beautiful Poland 
will take your breath away with 
visits to Warsaw, Lublin, Kra-
kow, Rzeszow and Zakopane, 
relaxing at luxurious hotels. 

Polka parties with Lenny and 
Mitch, tours to Czesztochowa, a 
visit to the salt mines, and jam 
sessions with the Gorale are all 
just a part of this exciting Tour to 
Poland 2009 vacation with Lenny 
Gomulka and Mitch Biskup. Get 
all the details and find out the ad-
ditional attributes that make this 
the Poland Trip of choice.

Call or write: PAT Tours, 1285 
Riverdale Street, West Spring-
field, MA 01089 or call toll-free 
(800) 388-0988. You can also 
obtain a printable flyer and reg-
istration form on-line at www.
chicagopush.com. 

NEW ULM, Minn.—Since the 
release of “Simply Honky” in 2004, 
the dancers have asked John & The 
Classics to showcase their musical 
talents and release a CD with Amer-
ican variety music. The dancers’ 
wishes are full-filled with twenty-
four songs and over 72 minutes of 
the best variety music by The Clas-
sics on “Dancers’ Choice.” 

The favorites included on this 
CD: “Number 5” polka, “Apples, 
Peaches, Pumpkin Pie,” “Polish Tra-
ditions” plus a few more polkas and 
waltzes. Some of the other songs 
include: “Blue Eyes Crying in the 
Rain,” “All I Need is You,” “I Love 
You Because,” “Sweet Marianna,” 

“When The Snow is on the Roses,” 
“Storms Never Last” and a beauti-
ful arrangement of “The Waltz You 
Saved For Me.”

With this recording The Classics 
reveal the diversity in musicianship 
that allows them to continuously 
keep the dance floor filled with their 
superb variety of solid, danceable 
music. The selections of fox trots, 
waltzes, a few old country songs 
and polkas on this recording are 
truly, the “Dancers’ Choice.”

For information regarding this 
CD, visit www.johnandtheclassics.
com. or call (612) 987-5811 or email 
John at jfilipczak@grantsburgtel-
com.net.

Classics Release “Dancers’ Choice” 

BUFFALO, N.Y.—The annual 
“After Thanksgiving Polka Dance” 
will be held on Saturday, November 
29, 2008, at the Lily Of The Valley 
Banquet Hall, 2379 Union Road, 
Cheektowaga, New York 14227, 
from 7:00 until 11:30 p.m. Featured 
will be Buffalo’s own “Dancing 
With the All Stars” polka band, The 

Concertina All Stars.
A complimentary sandwich plat-

ter will be served by Crownview 
Catering. Admission is $8.00 at the 
door. There will be no advanced 
ticket sales. No B.Y.O.B. (Cash bar 
available). For more information 
call Art at (716) 668-2692 or Bob at 
(716) 992-9569.

After-Thanksgiving Polka Dance

Post-Thanksgiving
Hop at Glendora

CHICAGO RIDGE, Ill.—K&C 
Entertainment presents a Post 
Thanksgiving Polka Hop featuring 
the Polka Family Band, Fri., Nov. 
28, 2008 at Glendora Banquets, 
10225 S. Harlem. Doors open at 
2:00 p.m. with music from 3:00-
7:00 p.m. Glendora’s kitchen will 
be serving a varied menu and there 
will also be a holiday prize raffle 
and more. Call (847) 468-0112.

Recordings Sought 
For IPA’s Annual 
Music Awards

C H I C A G O — R e c o r d i n g 
companies and polka bands that 
have released recordings during 
the calendar year of 2008 are 
strongly urged to notify the Inter-
national Polka Association. This 
is to determine eligibility for the 
41st Annual Polka Music Awards 
which will be presented during 
the annual festival at the Polka 
Music Hall of Fame Banquet.

Registered companies will 
receive affidavits which MUST 
be completed and returned to the 
IPA by the deadline of February 
14. Only those recordings which 
were produced during 2008 will 
be accepted.

These awards are presented on 
behalf of the entire polka music 
industry. The recordings, which 
are determined eligible, will be 
placed on a master list, mailed 
to the IPA electors, and then be 
selected to receive the favorite 
song and favorite album of the 
year for 2008.

The IPA electors represent 
the various geographical areas 
within the United States as well 
as Canada. 

The awards have been pre-
sented for the past 40 consecu-
tive years to deserving bands and 
vocalists. It is advisable that cop-
ies that are eligible be sent to the 
IPA if this has not been already 
done during the actual release.

Please forward all correspon-
dence to: Leon Kozicki, Chair-
man of the Polka Music Hall of 
Fame, 13405 Tall Pines Lane, 
Plainfield, IL 60544.
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NOTES / Barb Pinkowski

POLKA MUSIC 
UNLIMITED

Polka Stony and
Polka Happiness Mary Ann

is now on the
 internet!

polkasonline.com
POLKA MUSIC UNLIMITED

(315) 374-7148
Polka Music Unlimited

P.O. Box 1994
Cicero, NY 13039

A “Friend of the Family”

Listen to the

Big Tony Polka Show
WJJL 1440 AM

Niagara Falls / Buffalo, NY
SUNDAY AFTERNOON
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Send all promotional material to
Tony Rozek

78 Cochrane St.
Buffalo, NY 14206

For advertising information, call
(716) 824-6092

www.wjjl.com

ROCKIN’
POLKAS

with
MIKE & GEORGE PASIERB

WXRL  
1300 AM
LANCASTER-BUFFALO

SAT. 2:00-3:00 p.m.
SUN. 9:00-10:00 p.m.

ROCKIN’
POLKAS

Join RON DOMBROWSKI of 
WECK & WXRK’S DRIVE-TIME POLKAS 

on a SPECIAL ...

AIRFARE FROM BUFFALO AND MAJOR CITIES
EIGHT NIGHTS HOTEL 
EIGHT BREAKFASTS, FOUR DINNERS
FULLY ESCORTED ENGLISH-SPEAKING TOUR GUIDE
MOTOR COACH TRANSPORTATION  
THROUGHOUT THE TOUR
RESERVED TICKETS FOR THE  
PASSION PLAY IN OBERAMMERGAU, GERMANY
5 NIGHTS IN AUSTRIA
2 NIGHTS IN GERMANY
A TOUR OF EACH CITY
TWO- HOUR POLKA PARTY WITH  
RONNIE D AND OPEN BAR
ALL AIR AND HOTEL TAXES  
(BAGGAGE HANDLING AND PORTERAGE
SAVE! EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT! SAVE $200 
per person ($400 per couple) if deposit paid by 
December 31!

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

Alpine Tour

 FOR A FREE BROCHURE CALL 
(716) 681-6167

or (716) 683-4357 
or TOLL FREE 

1 (800) 678-3450  EXT.  3232

INCLUDING THE 
OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY 

SEPTEMBER 
11-19, 2010

Now available beautiful Polish salt lamps that clean and 
ionize air for your health and well-being. 

We also carry bath/foot salts, magnetic jewelry, 
Biopro Chips to counteract cell phone radiation 

and Miracle II Soap and Neutralizer. 

Will ship anywhere in the USA. 

For information and flyers call:
	 Joyce (716) 860-0828 • divineintent@adelphia.net 
	 Arlene (716) 649-3188 • PAJadlady@aol.com

SALT LAMPS ETC.
5274 Broadway, Lancaster, NY 14086 •(716) 564-9286

Tony Blazonczyk, left, leader of New Phaze, and 
Robin Pegg.

George Borsuk and Jan Cyman of New Phaze’s 
horn section.

BUFFALO, N.Y.—Hi everyone. 
Hard to believe that the Fall season 
is here and you know what follows.

 
AROUND THE TOWN. Linda and 
Art Gayler told me The Concertina 
All Stars enjoyed their gig at the 
outdoor Polka Fest in Toronto the 
weekend of Sept. 13.

Kathy and Ron Urbanczyk said 
the John Gora and Lenny Gomulka 
Dance at the Polish Hall in Burling-
ton, Ontario on September 19, had 
400 in attendance. Nice to hear such 
good news.

On Sept. 20, New Phaze took the 
stage at the Harvey Moran Post in 
West Seneca and played to a mod-
erate-size crowd. It was nice to see 
Jan Cyman again, as he plays trum-
pet with the band. Watching Tony 
Blazonczyk, the leader and bass 
player, perform brought back so 
many precious memories of his dad, 
Eddie Blazonczyk, Sr. Tony, who 
resembles his dad very much, said 
his dad is doing okay. It was enjoy-
able to hear a new band to this area 
and the great selection of music they 
played. Robin Pegg filled in with the 
band for this gig. 

John Kozak informed me that 
there was a nice turnout for the Pol-
kas and Pasta Party on Oct. 5 at the 
Lily of the Valley Hall. The Trel 
Tones sounded excellent and the 
pasta served by Mike Kurdziel and 
Jan was a tasty treat. 

The dates for Ronny Dom-
browski’s trip to Germany in 2010 
have been changed. The tour now 

departs on September 11, 2010. It 
looks like a great one.

CONGRATULATIONS to Jerry 
Darlak on his retirement from the 
Town of Cheektowaga.

NEW RELEASES. John Suita, 
leader of the former Cavaliers Pol-
ka Band from Niagara Falls, has 
released a compilation CD of the 
band’s two LP recordings, recorded 
in 1959 and 1960. The band played 
all the polka spots popular during 
that time in New York, Pennsylva-
nia, and Canada. In the late 1960s, 
the 10-piece group disbanded, and 
Suita formed a quartet. No record-
ings were made with the smaller 
group, which folded in 1982. The 
CD contains 18 Eastern Style songs, 
all originals, including “Twin Riv-
ers” polka, written by the band’s 
accordion player Richie Golasze-
wski, who many of you know was 
a member of the Steel City Brass 
from 1982 until that band broke up 
in 2005.

Stephanie Pietrzak has released 
another tribute to her mom and 
polka stars Marion Lush, Li’l Wally 
and Eddie Blazonczyk, Sr., this one 
called “Polka Memories.” On the 
Bel-Aire label, it features Pietrzak 
on concertina and vocals, Eddie 
Madura on clarinet and sax, Jim Si-
erzega on trumpet, Sudsy Cerajews-
ki on piano, Nigel Kurdziel on bass, 
and Wayne Sienkowski on drums. 

CONDOLENCES. In addition to 

Cyman has Homecoming with New Phaze

our thoughts and prayers to the fam-
ily of Larry Chadwick (see page 
13), our sympathy goes out to Mary 
Ann Sroka and family and friends 
of Thaddeus (Rocky) Sroka who 
passed away on September 18 . May 
he rest in peace. Please remember 
him in your prayers. 

GET WELL WISHES. Get well 
wishes go out to Bob Bykowicz 
who had knee replacement surgery 
on Oct. 6. Hope to see him on the 
dance floor as soon as he is all bet-
ter. 

GOBBLE, GOBBLE! I’d like to wish 
all of you a very Happy Thanksgiv-
ing Day. Hope you have a wonder-
ful day with your families. In spite 
of many problems we all are faced 
with, there are still many things for 

which to be thankful. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Nov. 5. Polka Variety Social 

Club meeting at the Lily of the Val-
ley Hall, 2379 Union Rd., Cheek-
towaga, N.Y. Doors open at 7:00 
p.m. Music by Quality Sound. Call 
Len at (716) 896-1476 for more in-
formation.

Nov. 8. Polka Family from 8:00 
till midnight at the Lily of Valley 
Hall, Cheektowaga. Call 348-8849.

Nov. 8. Stas and Stella’s Mostly 
Traditional Polish Wedding with 
Cityside presented by the Lancaster 
Opera House at the Elks Lodge, Lan-
caster, N.Y. Call (716) 683-1776.

 Nov. 20. The Polka Boosters 
Club meeting at the Polish Falcons 
Hall, 445 Columbia Ave., Depew, 
N.Y. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Music 

and refreshments. Everyone wel-
come. Call Chris at 892-7977. 

Nov. 23. Jerry Darlak & the Touch 
play at 4:00 p.m. at the Sportmen’s 
Tavern on Amherst St, in Buffalo. 

Nov. 26. Pre-Thanksgiving 
Dance with the Knewz at a place to 
be announced. Listen to the polka 
shows on the radio for more infor-
mation. 

Nov. 29. Polish-German Christ-
mas Dance at the Club Lorelei on 
Southwestern Blvd. in Hamburg, 
N.Y. Music by Cityside and the 
Auslanders. Call Ted at 668-9101.

Nov. 29. After Thanksgiving 
Day Dance at the Lily of the Valley 
Hall, 2379 Union Rd. Featuring the 
Concertina All Stars from 7:00 p.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. Complimentary sand-
wiches served by Crownview Cater-
ing. For info call 668-2692.

POLKA PATTER / Prepared and Distributed by the Polonia Media Network

Wondering who makes up Squee-
zebox? You may have seen the 
musicians in the Squeezebox 
band, based out of Ohio, with the 
Jim Busta Band, Toledo Polkamo-
tion, Karl and the Country Dutch-
men, John Gora and Gorale, Polka 
Family, Gary and the Ridgeland 
Dutchmen, Eddie Blazonczyk’s 
Versatones, the former Marv Her-
zog Band or other famous groups. 
To learn more about Squeezebox 
visit <http://www.squeezebox-

• band.com>. There are even musi-
cal clips available at the site.
Wackie Jackie of “Polka Party 
Express” on WMNF (88.5 FM, 
Tampa) announced the winners 
of his Polka DJ for a Day Contest 
on-air on September 14, 2008. 
They ranged in age from 5 to 25 
and came from Tampa, Parish and 
Lakeland in Florida.
Eddie Blazonczyk’s Versatones, 
Dennis Polisky & The Maestro’s 
Men, The Knewz, and Polka 

•

•

Family have been scheduled 
for the 12th Annual Adirondack 
Polka Festival in beautiful Old 
Forge, New York, Memorial Day 
weekend, Saturday and Sunday, 
May 23-24, 2009. Dave Sychtysz 
of Syracuse, New York is host of 
this event sponsored by the Cen-
tral Adirondack Association at the 
spacious Hiltebrandt Recreation 
Center. A large dance floor, Pol-
ish American food and beverages 
will be available. Call (315) 699-

1708 for details.
“Back to Back Hall of Fame 
Polkas” of Polish and Slovenian 
polkas with Jerry Darlak & The 
Touch, Walt Ostanek’s band and 
Bob Kravos’ band became avail-
able in mid-September. It’s a new 
concept from Sunshine Records 
and many Hall of Fame Musi-
cians can be heard on this CD.
Lead Polish Muslims guitarist 

•

•

and vocalist Dave recently broke 
his wrist in an undisclosed ath-
letic activity. According to other 
band members when Dave asked 
the orthopedic doctor if it would 
make his guitar playing worse, 
the doctor replied, “Well Dave, 
let’s just hope it makes it a little 
better.” Dave just sighed and took 
his pain pill. A real trouper, the 
injury did not stop him from play-
ing with the band.
Francis “Frank” Samoraj was 
about as Chicago South Side Pol-
ish as they come. From speaking 
only Polish until the age of ten to 
hosting his own polka radio show 
on what was then WOPA (now 
WPNA), he remained proud of 
his Polish heritage. He died of 
heart problems at 69 on Sept. 20, 
2008, near his home in Orland 
Park, Illinois.
Fans will soon be able to hear 
“The Polkas For Snowbirds 
Show” with Danny Mack on the 
Polka Jammer Network. It will be 
a weekly one hour polka variety 
show originating from Palm Har-
bor, Florida.

•

•
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POLKA PARADE / distributed by the Polonia Media Network

Free Catalog
Visit our new 
website
today!

Come to the experts for the music 
you love!

CDs
DVDs

Polkas!

Call Toll Free (866) 901-6138

PolkaConnection.com

NEW RELEASE

SEND FOR A FREE CATALOG
SUNSHINE
PO BOX 652
W. SENECA, NY 14224
CASSETTES $8 ea. • CDs $12 ea.
$2.00 SHIPPING & HANDLING

SPARE CHANGE
Nickel City Notes

The Pulaski Club
of Arizona

(602) 275-9329

Christmas Dinner
& Dance

Sunday, December 14  
Christmas 

Dinner 
1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Dancing to
Varitones 

3:00-7:00 p.m.

We believe the following information 
to be correct, but it should always be 
verified before traveling long distances 
or expending funds.

November 7
Ontario. John Gora & Gorale and 
Polka Family at the John Paul II Pol-
ish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra 
Rd., Mississauga, Ont., Canada, 8:00 
p.m.
Pennsylvania. John Stevens & Dou-
bleshot at the Disabled American 
Veterans Hall, Dickson City, Pa., 3:00-
7:00 p.m.

November 8-9
Ohio. Fall Polka Weekend. Bands in-
clude Frank Moravcik (11-8) and The 
Casuals (11-9). American Czechoslo-
vakian Club, 922 Valley St., Dayton, 
Ohio. Fri, 7:30-11:30 p.m.; Sat. 3:00-
7:00 p.m. Tickets $14.

Saturday, November 8
Michigan. Eddie Blazonczyk’s Ver-
satones at the PRCUA Hall, 1430 
Oak St., Wyandotte, Mich., 8:00 p.m.-
12:00 a.m., $10, students $6, children 
$5, under 10 free.
New Jersey. Dennis Polisky & the 
Maestro’s Men at Bayway Polish 
Home, Elizabeth, N.J., 8:00 p.m.-
12:00 a.m.
New York. Eddie Forman Orchestra 
at the Polish Home, Riverhead, N.Y., 
6:30-11:30 p.m.
New York. Polka Family at Lily of the 
Valley, 2379 Union Rd., Cheektowa-
ga, N.Y., 8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Pennsylvania. Polka Country Musi-
cians at St. John’s Center, Mayfield, 
Pa., 7:30-11:30 p.m.
Pennsylvania. John Gora & Gorale 
at a Polonaise Ball, Heinz History 
Center, Pittsburgh, Pa. 8:00 p.m.-1:00 
a.m.

Sunday, November 9
Arizona. Varitones at the Social Hall, 
19403 N.R.H Johnson Blvd., Sun City 
West, Ariz., 1:00-5:00 p.m.
Florida. Melotones at a Thanksgiv-
ing Dance, General Pulaski Citizens 
Club, Belleview, Fla., 12:30-5:00 p.m.
Florida. Polka Generation at the 
Polish American Society of St. Pe-
tersburg, 1343 Beach Dr. SE, St. 
Petersburg, Fla., dinner 2:30-4:00 
p.m., $7.50; music 4:00-7:00 p.m., $5 
members, $7 non-members.
Massachusetts. Polka Family at the 
Polish American Citizens Club, 355 
East St., Ludlow, Mass., 3:30-7:30 
p.m.
Pennsylvania. Shoreliners at the 
VFW Hall, 403 Main St. Dupont, Pa., 
2:00-6:00 p.m.
Wisconsin. Duane Burclaw & the 
Golden Aces at Monster Hall, B4864 
Highway F, Unity, Wis., 1:00-5:00 
p.m.
Wisconsin. Concertina and Brass at 
Bullshooters, 7802 Meadow Rock Dr., 
County X and Western Ave., Weston, 
Wis., 2:00-6:00 p.m.

November 11-13
Pennsylvania. Jolly Joe (Alex Trusz-
kowski) & the Bavarians at the Wa-
terfront, Lake Wallenpaupack, Pa. 
Daily 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 15
Massachusetts. Eddie Forman 
Orchestra at a Pork-Chop Dinner, 
St. Mary Church, Ware, Mass., 6:00-
10:00 p.m.
Ohio. Polka Country Musicians and 
Laredo at Polka Meets Country, Dou-
bletree Hotel Cleveland South, 6200 
Quarry Ln., Independence, Ohio, 
7:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Friday, November 14
Pennsylvania. Stanky & the 
Coalminers at the Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans Hall, 516 Storres, Dick-
son City, Pa., 7:00-11:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 15
Connecticut. Eastern Sound at the 
St. Joseph Polish Club, Colchester, 
Conn., 7:00-11:00 p.m.
Massachusetts. Eddie Forman 
Orchestra at a Pork Chop Dinner, 
St. Mary Church, Ware, Mass., 6:00-
10:00 p.m.
Ohio. Polka Country Musicians and 
Laredo at a dance of the United 
States Polka Association, Doubletree 
Hotel Cleveland South, Indepen-
dence, Ohio, 7:00 p.m-1:00 a.m.

Sunday, November 16
Florida. Danny Mack SunCoast 
Syncopation at the Polish Ameri-
can Society of St. Petersburg, 1343 
Beach Dr. SE, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
dinner 2:30-4:00 p.m., $7.50; music 
4:00-7:00 p.m., $5 members, $7 non-
members.
Massachusetts. “Thank God I Am 
Alive” Dance to benefit St. Stanislaus 
School of Chicopee. Bands include 
Dennis Polisky & the Maestro’s Men, 
Lenny Gomulka & Chicago Push, Ed-
die Forman Orchestra and Johnny 
Prytko. Full Polish dinner and carv-
ing stations. Castle of the Knights on 
Memorial Ave., 12:00-6:00 p.m. For 
details call (410) 551-5253.
Massachusetts. John Stevens & 
Doubleshot at the Polish American 
Citizens Club, 355 East St., Ludlow, 
Mass., 3:00-7:00 p.m.
Michigan. Natural Tones at Pinset-
ters Lounge, 1205 Washington Ave., 
Bay City, Mich., 4:00-8:00 p.m.
New York. Eastern Sound at the 
PACA Ballroom, Pulaski Place, Port 
Washington, N.Y., 3:00-7:00 p.m.
Ohio. Big Daddy Lackowski at a 
dance of the International Music 
Association, Conn-Weisenberger 
American Legion Hall, 2020 Alexis, 
Toledo, Ohio, 2:00—7:00 p.m.
Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania Villag-
ers at the VFW Hall, 403 Main St., Du-
pont, Pa., 2:00-6:00 p.m.
Pennsylvania. Eddie Derwin & the 
Polka Naturals at the Lebanon Polka 
Fest, Sacred Heart Church Hall, Corn-
wall, Pa., 2:00-6:00 p.m.
West Virginia. John Gora & Gorale 
and Polka Family at the Mountaineer 
Casino Resort, Chester, W.V., from 
2:00 p.m.
Wisconsin. Pat Zoromski & the Boys 
From Illinois at Bullshooters, 7802 
Meadow Rock Dr., County X and 
Western Ave., Weston, Wis., 2:00-
6:00 p.m.
Wisconsin. Duane Burclaw & the 
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Golden Aces at Romy’s Nitengale, 
Black Creek, Wis. Check locally for 
details.

Thursday, November 20
New York. John Gora & Gorale at 
the Buffalo Polka Boosters, Polish 
Falcons Hall, 445 Columbia Ave., De-
pew, N.Y., 7:00 p.m.

Friday, November 21
California. Full Circle at San Clem-
ente, Calif. Check locally for details.
Michigan. DynaBrass at the Ameri-
can Polish Century Club, 33204 Ma-
ple Ln., Sterling Heights, Mich., 8:00 
p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Saturday, November 22
Arizona. Varitones at the White 
Eagle Restaurant, 16846 W. Bell Rd., 
Surprise, Ariz., 5:00-9:00 p.m.
California. Full Circle at the Sons of 
Italy Hall, 9420 Sierra Ave., Fontana, 
Calif., 6:00-10:00 p.m.
Connecticut. Dennis Polisky & the 
Maestro’s Men at a dance honoring 
Sophie Krzys, full turkey dinner, Pol-
ish Home, Alden Ave., Enfield, Conn., 
dinner 6:00 p.m., music 7:00-11:00 
p.m.
Michigan. Ted Lange & Squeezebox 
at the St. Rita Parish Hall, 9243 Ma-
ple City Rd., Maple City, Mich., 7:00-
11:00 p.m.
New Jersey. Polka Family at Bayway 
Polish Home, Elizabeth, N.J., 8:00 
p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Pennsylvania. Joe Stanky & his Ca-
dets and the George Tarasek Orches-
tra at St. John’s Center, Mayfield, Pa., 
7:30-11:30 p.m.
Pennsylvania. Ray Jay & the Car-
ousels at the Jeanette American Le-
gion, Jeanette, Pa. Check locally for 
details.
Quebec. John Gora & Gorale at the 
TRC Hall, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, 
8:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. Check locally for 
details.
Wisconsin. Prime Time Band at 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Bullshooters, 7802 Meadow Rock Dr., 
County X and Western Ave., Weston, 
Wis., 2:00-6:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 23
California. Full Circle at the Sons of 
Italy Hall, 9420 Sierra Ave., Fontana, 
Calif., 2:00-6:00 p.m.
Connecticut. Eddie Forman Orches-
tra at the Polish Home, Bristol, Conn., 
3:00-7:00 p.m.
Florida. Sounds of the South at 
the Polish American Society of St. 
Petersburg, 1343 Beach Dr. SE, St. 
Petersburg, Fla., dinner 2:30-4:00 
p.m., $7.50; music 4:00-7:00 p.m., $5 
members, $7 non-members.
New Jersey. Jimmy Sturr & his Or-
chestra at the Bayway Polish Home, 
Elizabeth, N.J., 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Pennsylvania. John Stevens & Dou-
bleshot at the VFW Hall, 403 Main 
St., Dupont, Pa., 2:00-6:00 p.m.
Pennsylvania. DynaBrass at the Po-
lonia Solidarity Association, Good-
will Association Ballroom, 100 Madi-
son Ave., Hyde Park, Reading, Pa., 
2:00-6:00 p.m.
Connecticut. Eddie Forman Orches-
tra at the Polish Home, Bristol, Conn., 
3:00-7:00 p.m.

November 28-29
Wisconsin. Thanksgiving Polka 
Weekend. Bands include Twin Cit-
ies Soundz, Stephanie Pietrzak, Ed-
die Blazonczyk’s Versatones, and 
The Knewz. Tango Ballroom, 8808 
Townline Rd., Wausau, Wis. Fri. 5:00 
p.m.-1:00 a.m.; Sat. 4:00 p.m.-1:00 
a.m. Tickets $15 daily; 2-day pass 
$25; children under 16 free with 
adult. For details call (708) 594-5182 
or visit <http://www.polkaweekend.
com>

Friday, November 28
Illinois. Polka Family at a Post-
Thanksgiving Polka Hop, Glendora 
Banquets, 10225 S. Harlem Ave., Chi-
cago Ridge, Ill., 3:00-7:00 p.m., $15.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Michigan. Dynasticks Reunion at 
Holy Cross Lounge, 4381 Larkina St., 
Detroit, Mich., 7:00-11:00 p.m.
Pennsylvania. Joe Stanky & his Ca-
dets at the Disabled American Vet-
erans Hall, 516 Storres St., Dickson 
City, Pa., 7:00-11:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 29
Arizona. John Filipczak & the Clas-
sics at the Sunrise RV Resort, 1403 W. 
Broadway Rd., Apache Junction, N.J., 
5:00-10:00 p.m.
Ohio. Polka Family at the Turkey Trot 
of the Cleveland Polka Association, 
Plaza Hotel, Engle rd. and Bagley 
Rd., Middleburg Heights, Ohio., 8:00 
p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Sunday, November 30
Arizona. John Filipczak and the AZ 
Classics. The Pulaski Club, 4331 E. 
McDowell Rd. 2:00-6:00 p.m. (602) 
275-9329
Florida. Northern Sounds at the 
Polish American Society of St. Pe-
tersburg, 1343 Beach Dr. SE, St. 
Petersburg, Fla., dinner 2:30-4:00 
p.m., $7.50; music 4:00-7:00 p.m., $5 
members, $7 non-members.
Massachusetts. Dennis Polisky 
& the Maestro’s Men at the Polish 
American Citizens Club, 355 East St., 
Ludlow, Mass., 3:30-7:30 p.m. New 
Jersey. Stanky & the Coalminers 
at the Haluski Fest, Bayway Polish 
Home, Elizabeth, N.J., 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Michigan. Duane Malinowski at the 
Ida American Legion Post, Hickory 
Park, 11601 Lewis Ave., Ida., Mich., 
3:00-7:00 p.m.
Michigan. Natural Tones at Pinset-
ters Lounge, 1205 Washington Ave., 
Bay City, Mich., 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Pennsylvania. Joe Stanky & his Ca-
dets at a Post Thanksgiving Dance, 
VFW Hall, 403 Main St., Dupont, Pa., 
2:00-6:00 p.m.
Pennsylvania. Polka Family at Hunt-
er’s Lodge, 20652 Rte. 119, Punxa-
tawney, Pa., 4:00-8:00 p.m.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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TEL.: (814) 677-4090
FAX: (814) 678-2221

Toll Free: (877) 727-8359

“Where You’ll Remember Mama’s ...”
17 Spring Street

Oil City, Pennsylvania 16301
JOSEPH C. BROZESKI, Mgr.

E-mail: pierogi@usachoice.net
www.pierogipalace.com

Shipping Available




Keep Alive This Heritage!
 Check out the Polish Heritage Project’s website 

www.polishheritageproject.com.
Click on the Polish Heritage 

Memorial Park link

SO
KOLOWSKi’S

UNIVERSITY INN
CLEVELAND, OHIO
ESTABLISHED IN 1923

Our Hours are:
Lunch

M-F 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fri. Night Dinners 

5:00-9:00 p.m.
Sat. Night Dinners 

4:00-9:00 p.m.
Lounge open ‘til 1:00 
a.m. on Fri. and Sat.

Cleveland’s Premier 
Polish American 

Restaurant
Now in our 85th year 

in Business

(216) 771-9236
www.sokolowskis.com

Featured on the Travel
& Food Network

by James Smock 
ANDERSON, Texas—St. Stan-

islaus Catholic Church held its 53rd 
annual Homecoming Bazaar, where 
Polish Texans from all over came 
to celebrate their roots. This year’s 
bazaar was dedicated in honor of re-

St. Stanislaus Holds 53rd Annual Homecoming Bazaar
tired pastor, Fr. Louis Sikorski, who 
served more than 28 years, and to 
the memory of Maxine Lee, parish 
secretary, who served for more than 
30 years. Fr. Sikorski co-celebrated 
Mass with current pastor, Fr. Raul 
Marterior. 

The weather was good and a 
large crowd came to enjoy the day. 
Delicious barbeque brisket and sau-
sage with all the fixings, home made 
deserts. and ice tea were served. The 
food line was long but well worth 
the wait.

There were lots of booths for the 
adults as well as games and activities 

for the kids. The “Babusha’s Porch” 
booth, always a favorite, had plenty 
of homemade food, crafts and deco-
rative items. Tommy Scymczak and 
his auction crew sold lots of great 
items, and there were many raffle 
prizes.

For the twentieth consecutive 
year, Brian Marshall & Texas Para-
dise Band entertained the crowd 
with foot-stomping Polish music. As 
usual, the dancers had a good time 
and really worked up a sweat. One 
of the musical highlights of the day 
was Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz playing 
his concertina accordion.

by Robert Strybel
Thanksgiving Day (this year 

Nov. 27) is celebrated in the United 
States on the fourth Thursday of 
November. While certainly not a 
traditional Polish-rooted holiday, it 
has been eagerly observed by Polo-
nians and Americans of other ethnic 
backgrounds as far back as anyone 
can remember. There is something 
very universal and appealing in the 
notion of gathering with one’s near-
est of kin, thanking God for our nu-
merous blessings and sharing a fes-
tive holiday meal.

Several years ago, Pol-Am col-
umnist Andrzej Hetnal wrote in Chi-
cago’s Polish-language daily Dzien-
nik Związkowy: “Thanksgiving is 
above all the holiday of the ‘way-
ward traveler’ who made it over to 
this safe haven known as the United 
States (...) It reaffirms America’s im-
migrant heritage and inclines every 
inhabitant of this country to briefly 
reflect upon not only the uniqueness 
of that first Thanksgiving, but also 
upon all the other such feasts that 
followed with the participation of 
newcomers from alien and distant 
climes.”

Thanksgiving is probably Amer-
ica’s most family-centered holiday, 
even more so than Christmas. On 

Thanksgiving it is the family circle 
that reigns supreme. In some ways, 
Thanksgiving is closer in spirit to 
the Polish Wigilia than any other 
American gathering. Like Christmas 
Eve, the menu is also rather struc-
tured: roast turkey, sweet potatoes, 
cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie, etc.

We Polish Americans and our 
fellow-citizens with different eth-
nic roots have all enjoyed taking the 
kids to Thanksgiving Day parades, 
or at least watching them on TV. And 
we have all enjoyed the roast turkey 
with all the trimmings. But, this be-
ing a land of immigrants, many of 
us have enriched the festive spread 
with the distinctive delicacies of our 
own heritage. 

In addition to the turkey, some 
Polish American families also serve 
bigos, kiełbasa, meatballs in mush-
room gravy, pierogi, gołąbki and 
other favorites. Besides the pumpkin 
pie, szarlotka (apple cake), babka, 
placek, sernik or placek may also 
turn up on the holiday table. Ameri-
cans with links to Italian, Hispanic, 
German, French, Scandinavian and 
other traditions do likewise.

Some Polish American parishes 
hold Thanksgiving dinners for those 
living alone, the poor, elderly and 
others who might otherwise be de-

prived of this traditional celebration. 
That is a practice worth propagating, 
especially if the younger generation 
gets involved in the effort. Taking 
ready-to-eat Thanksgiving dinners 
to shut-ins is another possibility. A 
community parish or club Dinner 
open to the public might also prove 
successful in places with many tem-
porary residents, retired couples or 
people living alone. Perhaps the of-
ficiating clergyman’s or emcee’s re-
marks could recall the fact that Pol-
ish immigrants were no newcomers 
to this country, especially in this 
the 400th anniversary of the Polish 
presence in America. It should also 
be remembered the Pilgrims, whose 
legend became the basis of the 
Thanksgiving holiday, had come to 
America to seek religious freedom. 
But only for themselves, for they 
denied it to other Protestants, Quak-
ers, Anglicans, Catholics and oth-
ers who worshiped God differently 
than they did. The message of the 
Jamestown Poles, who had arrived 
12 years before the Mayflower, was 
quite different. They believed that 
all people should enjoy the right to 
vote regardless of their nationality 
or creed and staged America’s first 
civil-rights protests to prove their 
point.

Three-Course Wigilia Suppers
POLISH CHEF / Robert Strybel

Part 1 of 2
Traditionally the five-course Wi-

gilia supper was once the most mod-
est spread, found even in the poorest 
of homes. Seven, nine and 11-course 
suppers were standard in better-to-
do households, and in some parts of 
Poland a 12-course meal was typi-
cal. However, many Polish Ameri-
can households nowadays comprise 
only one or two members, and do 
not do much cooking anymore, so 
even a three-course supper may be 
quite a challenge to some. 

1 COUNTRY-STYLE MUSH-
ROOM SOUP (zupa grzy-
bowa po wiejsku). In 2 T 

butter or oil cook 8-12 oz chopped 
fresh portobello mushrooms and 
1 chopped onion until lightly 
browned. Place in soup pot, drench 
with 6 c water, add 2 peeled diced 
potatoes and 1 mushroom bouillon 
and cook until potatoes are tender. 
Cream with ¾ c sour cream fork-
blended with a heaping T flour. Salt 
& pepper, sour to taste with sauer-
kraut juice or cider vinegar and sim-
mer a bit longer. 

HERRING IN OIL (śledź w oleju). 
Drain 12 oz. jar marinated her-
ring, discarding onions and spices. 
Plunge into cold water, drain and 
pat dry. Place in clean jar and drench 
with salad oil of choice to cover. Re-
frigerate overnight. When ready to 
serve, remove herring with fork to 
serving platter. Top each piece with 
a little very finely chopped onion. 
Serve with plain boiled potatoes or 
rye bread. 

DRIED-FRUIT COMPOTE (kom-
pot wigilijny z suszu). Soak 2c. 
mixed dry fruit, ½ c diced dried figs 
and ½ c raisins in water to cover 
water 2 hrs. Add a little more water 
if all has been absorbed and cook 
about 15 min. A pinch of cinnamon 

may be added before cooking. Serve 
chilled in dessert bowls. Note: To 
serve as a fruit drink, dilute with as 
much pre-boiled water as you like. 
Add a bit of lemon juice for zing. 

2 FRIED BREADED FISH 
(ryba smażona w panierce). 
Wash and dry 2 -3 lbs fresh-

water or ocean fish fillets. Sprinkle 
with lemon juice, intersperse with 
onion slices, salt well and refriger-
ate several hrs or overnight. When 
ready to use, dry fillets on absor-
bent paper, Dredge in flour, dip in 
egg wash and roll in bread crumbs, 
pressing breading in so it adheres. 
Fry on both sides in hot oil until 
golden brown on the outside and 
fully cooked on the inside. 

EASY SAUERKRAUT AND PEAS 
(łatwa kapusta z grochem). Drain, 
rinse if very sour and chop coarsely 
1 pt or more sauerkraut, transfer to 
pot, add cold water to cover, 1 bay-
leaf and 1 mushroom bouillon cube 
and bring to boil. Reduce heat and 
cook 30 min uncovered, adding 
more water as it evaporates. Add 1/2 
t caraway seeds, cover and cook an-
other 30 min or until tender. While 
it cooks, fry up 3-4 oz washed and 
diced portobello mushrooms and 1 
chopped onion in 2-3 T butter until 
lightly browned and add to sauer-
kraut along with 1 c drained, canned 
chickpeas and 1 t sugar. Simmer an-
other 30 min or longer. Season with 
pepper and marjoram to taste.

GROATS OR NOODLES & FRUIT 
(kasza lub kluski z owocami). 
Place hot cooked buckwheat groats, 
barley, rice or well-drained egg noo-
dles on serving dish, dot with butter 
and over them ladle fruit topping of 
choice: dried-fruit compote (above), 
home-made or store-bought pre-
serves or even canned apple- or 
cherry-pie filling. 

Święto Dziękczynienia (Thanksgiving Day)
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BOOK REVIEW / John Grondelski 

Larry D. Purnell and 
Betty J. Paulanka
Transcultural Health Care: A 
Culturally Competent Approach
Philadelphia: F.A. Davis Co.
2008. PB, pp. 427. $48.95
To order: www.fadavis.com 
or (800) 323-3555

What are the rules in order to pro-
vide kosher meals to Jewish nursing 
home patients? 

What is the role of the eldest 
son when a Japanese parent passes 
away? 

What cultural factors could affect 
the sexual life of an Iranian couple if 
the wife had surgery for heart valve 
replacement? 

What herbs are commonly used 
as popular remedies for chest con-
gestion among the people of Appa-
lachia?

Patients who come into contact 
with the American health care sys-
tem bring with them lots of cultural 
baggage. That should surprise no 
one: culture is, after all, an intrin-
sic aspect of being human. Vatican 
II pointedly taught that people have 
a right to culture. Once upon time, 
however, patients might have been 
expected to surrender their values 
and cultural convictions in favor 
of the prevailing culture that domi-
nated health care, especially when it 
labeled itself “scientific.” 

Happily, however, the days when 
health care professionals thought 
they could effectively care for pa-
tients regardless of the patients’ cul-
tures are passing. The book seeks to 
help health care professionals un-
derstand the cultural worlds of the 
patients with whom they come into 
contact in a typical American clini-
cal setting today.

The book’s 19 chapters treat 
as many groups and, among them, 
there is a chapter-long discussion of 
“People of Polish Heritage.” (Others 
include Russians, Germans, Jews, 
and African-Americans). In addi-
tion to these chapter-long studies, 
the book contains briefer, two-page 
“abstracts” of 11 other groups (in-
cluding Lithuanians, Greeks, Irish, 
Italians, and Puerto Ricans).

This reviewer’s focus is on the 
17-page long Polish chapter. That 
chapter, like the others, is divided 
into several standard subunits: an 
overview of the ancestral home-
land and its history; the structure 
and organization of the diaspora 
community and reasons for emigra-
tion to America; a socio-economic 
profile of the group in the United 
States; patterns of communication; 
family roles, including behavioral 
expectations of youngsters and 
adolescents; “biocultural ecology,” 
including common diseases and 
group health conditions; general 
nutritional patterns; birth and death 
rituals; the role of religion; and 
health care practices, including at-
titudes towards medical profession-
als.

The treatment of the Poles is sol-
id and provides a good overview of 
that group for American health care 
practitioners. The authors’ perspec-
tive is balanced and culturally com-
petent. Take the discussion of food: 
the authors recognize that the Cen-
tral European diet is not necessarily 
heart healthy, and give this advice 
in trying to modify patients’ eating 
habits. Poland’s climate can “create 
a craving for hot stews, soups, and 
foods that produce a feeling of sa-
tiety . . . [which unfortunately] are 
[also] high in carbohydrates, fat, 
and sodium … Health-care provid-
ers need to assess how the Polish 
clients’ dietary habits influence their 
weight, blood pressure, and over-
all health status and then structure 
a diet that is culturally acceptable, 
promotes healthy food choices, and 
is sustainable” (p. 347). Briefly put, 
nobody’s going to give up pierogi for 
water cress, even though “in 2000, 
cardiovascular diseases caused 56 
percent of all deaths in Poland” (p. 
346).

Health care providers are also 
warned about the Polish procliv-
ity to “tough it out,” avoiding the 
doctor until conditions grow very 
serious. This general tendency, es-
pecially when encountered in im-
migrants who lack health insur-
ance, is often responsible for the 
progress of medical conditions that 
could have been treated more suc-
cessfully much earlier. 

There are some minor mistakes 
in the text (e.g., a suggestion that 
Lech Walesa appeared on the Pol-
ish scene in 1970-p. 338) but, by 
and large, the chapter is accurate 
and its profile of Polish health and 
patient behavior on target. Some-
times, however, a greater distinction 
between the habits of recent im-
migrants and more settled second, 
third, and fourth generation Polo-
nusi would have helped.

What makes this book a fasci-
nating read is that it offers similar, 
in-depth profiles of many other 
groups. It is illuminating just to pick 
it up and read at random. The book 
should be a part of the educational 
training of every health care profes-
sional, especially doctors, nurses, 
and dieticians. It would be a wel-
come gift for friends or relatives 
studying those fields. 

The reviewer only wished that a 
similar book on culturally-compe-
tent spiritual and pastoral care be 
written for seminarian formation, 
with gift copies sent to every Catho-
lic American bishop. 

“One size fits all” works neither 
in the emergency room nor the par-
ish. 

Alas, still too many bishops 
imagine that a typical “American” 
territorial parish is a-cultural and the 
goal towards which ethnic parishes 
should tend. For their penance, such 
bishops should read this book and 
chapter 2 of Gaudium et spes.

Understanding the Needs
of Elderly, Ethnic Patients

UNDERSTANDING 
INTELLIGENT DESIGN
by William A. Dembski 
and Sean McDowell
Harvest House Publishers, 2008, 
199 pp., $13.99

Darwinism has been entrenched 
in science as a truth. Scientists who 
dispute his writings are denied ten-
ure and promotions. School children 
are taught Darwinism, against many 
a parent’s will. Tell a lie enough 
times and it is perceived as a truth.

It is a hard concept for some to 
say Darwin was right—right as far 
as he went—with microevolution, 
i.e.: small changes that took place 
over the centuries in a species. He 
claims natural selection—survival 
of the fittest—led to an emergence of 
a new species. He did not recognize 
macroevolution, a radical change 
to produce a completely new spe-
cies. And he never could not explain 
where the first cell came from. 

Antony Flew, the world’s most 
famous intellectual atheist, reversed 
his thought in 2004 with a shocking 
revolution that the universe must be 
the work of an intelligent designer. 

Why? 
The discovery of DNA was proof 

to him that a higher intelligence 
must have been involved in getting 
these extraordinary diverse elements 
together. The information storage in 
DNA surpasses the most powerful 
electronic memory systems known 
today.

Creationism holds that the uni-
verse was created by a supreme be-
ing, based on interpretation of the 
book of Genesis in the bible. Intelli-
gent Design begins by investigating 
the natural world, relying not only 

on theological knowledge, but on 
reliable methods within the scientif-
ic community. There had to be some 
supreme being to design a universe 
so uniquely crafted for us, providing 
exact conditions to support life. 

Why should we believe in intelli-
gent design? Where did the origin of 
life come from? How could a perfect 
universe be created to allow life to 
exist? A Creator who had the intel-
ligence to create the sun and moon, 
the earth and sea, humans and ani-
mals, in a never-ending universe we 
take for granted.

I am pleased to see this edu-
cational book written in layman’s 
language and at a price anyone can 
afford. It is a serious thought-pro-
voking book. Read and ponder—
where do you stand?

COURAGE WAS MY 
ONLY OPTION
An Autobiography of Roman Kent
by Roman Kent
Vantage Press, $26.95

Kent tells an inspiring story of 
his life, with animosity toward no 
one. The book covers his early years 
in Lodz, Poland, when the German 
Army destroyed his youth, and he 
lost many family members. He and 
his brother managed to stay together 
in the labor camps and eventually 
were released at the end of the war. 
As orphans they were sent to the 
United States and placed with two 
families before beginning their new 
life. 

The hard-earned lessons of sur-
vival helped him become a success-
ful business man and an interna-
tionally-known voice for Holocaust 
survivors He has worked with presi-

dents, senators, ambassadors and 
foreign dignitaries to restore the 
rights and lost dignity of his fellow 
survivors. He has received many 
honors for his work and his compas-
sion for his fellow man.

A fascinating study of one man’s 
survival and determination to over-
come horrendous obstacles.

RECOMMENDED READING. 
There aren’t very many times when 
a Polish American hits the New 
York Times best seller list. 

David Wroblewski’s book, The 
Story of Edgar Sawtelle, has sky-
rocketed to first place in a short 
time. It is a story of a young mute 
boy coming to grips with reality 
when he takes to the woods with 
only his three loyal dogs after his 
father has been killed. Edgar thinks 
his uncle is the killer. He survives 
in the woods by his ability to com-
municate with the dogs in his own 
brand of sign language. It is a story 
of learning to survive, to trust each 
other, and strangers, culminating in 
his return home to face his uncle.

The background of the book is 
similar to Wroblewski’s, who grew 
up on a diary farm with his family 
in rural Wisconsin. His father raised 
dogs which were companions to 
Wroblewski. He includes a section 
in which grandfather Sawtelle raised 
dogs that could be attuned to human 
needs. This, in fact, had developed 
into the Seeing Eye Dog program. 

Wroblewski’s first book took ten 
years to write and get published. 
While writing he worked as a com-
puter designer in Colorado. Pick up 
a copy, you won’t be sorry.

BOOKS IN BRIEF / Florence Waszkelewicz Clowes, MLIS

U.S. WAR PAINTING RESTORED. A 360-degree panorama of the Bat-
tle of Gettysburg painted by French artist Paul Philippoteaux, after over 
100 years of exposure to moisture, rot and fire, was restored recently. 

Five years ago the Gettysburg Foundation launched a conservation 
project, and found Ryszard Wojtowicz, a Pole who had restored pan-
orama paintings in Poland, Hungary and the Ukraine. Over two years, 
a team of 25 artists and conservators reinserted a missing part of the 
panorama, touched up the sky, covered up cracks, and hung the painting 
with a canopy at the top and a 3-D landscape at the bottom to give the 
never-ending, total-surround feel intended by the artist. 

“I have a feeling that the movement around the world’s panoramas 
will become very dynamic and panoramas will become more fashion-
able again,” Wojtowicz said after the rejuvenated Battle of Gettysburg 
was unveiled.
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by Richard Poremski
WASHINGTON, D.C.—A virtu-

al regiment of highly-decorated mil-
itary attachés representing countries 
from around the world gathered on 
September 9, 2008 at the Embassy 
of the Republic of Poland to cel-
ebrate Polish Armed Forces Day. 
Also attending were many Polish 
military officers, Polish veterans, 
honored guests and Polonia. The 
five branches of the U.S. military 
were also well-represented.

The annual celebration was 
hosted by Ambassador Robert Ku-
piecki, with co-host Brigadier Gen-
eral Leszek Soczewica. Defense, 
Military, Naval and Air Attaché. 
The guest of honor was U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of Defense Gordon Eng-
land. 

After a welcoming address and 
toasting of the Polish military by 
Ambassador Kupiecki, Secretary 
England delivered his remarks. He 
spoke of the strong and friendly 
relationship between the U.S. and 
Poland that began with the great 
military contributions of Polish 
Generals Tadeusz Kosciuszko and 
Casimir Pulaski to the cause of free-
dom in the American Revolutionary 
War against the British. 

Sec. England noted that Polish 

Keep Alive This Heritage!
 Check out the Polish Heritage Project’s website 

www.polishheritageproject.com.
Click on the Polish Heritage 

Memorial Park link

by Peter Obst
After four years in the making, 

the film is complete and the results 
show. 

Last October, at the Pulaski Con-
ference in Warka, Poland, Jolanta 
Chojecka premiered her documenta-
ry to the general acclaim of the audi-
ence. Taking advantage of the latest 
discoveries about Pulaski’s life and 
times, hers is the most authoritative 
and complete Pulaski documentary 
made to date. Running just under an 
hour, it manages to present Pulaski’s 
military career in Poland and, in the 
second half, his vital role in the cre-
ation of the United States Cavalry, 
and his sacrifice for American inde-
pendence on the battlefield in Sa-
vannah, Georgia.

Jolanta was able to place footage 
from historical re-enactments into 

Chojecka Completes Pulaski Documentary Film

Kowalczyk Exhibit
CLEVELAND—The Northeast 

Ohio Chapter of the Kosciuszko 
Foundation and the Polish American 
Cultural Center present a photogra-
phy exhibit by Tomasz Kowalczyk 
opening on Nov. 7, 2008, at 7:00 
p.m. with a reception. The show, 
held at the Polish American Cul-
tural Center at 6501 Lansing Ave., 
features Tomasz’s photographs as 
they reflect his search for harmony, 
mystery, and a hidden order in na-
ture and illustrate his interest in the 
interplay of light and shadow. For 
further information call the Cen-
ter at (216) 883-2828 or Tomasz at 
(216) 321-0632.

Old-Fashioned Goodness
BUFFALO, N.Y.—Since 1933 

Mazurek’s Bakery has occupied a 
storefront on South Park Avenue in 
Buffalo’s First Ward. Jack Mazu-
rek was born in the building, grew 
up there, met his wife-to-be while 
working there. With only one day 
off a week, and two weeks away a 
year, he tends to the everyday and 
cyclical needs of his patrons.

Mazurek is the last Polish baker 
to run a neighborhood shop. Many 
others closed their establishments, 
some opened only in the Broadway 
Market, others have changed hands 
and changed focus. The neighbor-
hood, once alive with the sounds 
of Polonia, is changing. Factories 
closed, and with them many of the 
other businesses are gone as well. St 
Valentine’s Catholic Church is shut-
tered, a reminder of the Diocesan 
downsizing. 

Not long ago two armed teenag-
ers stole the money from the cash 
register. Yet Jack Mazurek still be-
lieves. If you see fear around you, 
you’ll feel fear. If you believe in a 
friendly city, that’s the one you get.

Mementoes of World War II
Pilot Come to Warsaw

WARSAW—Mementoes of one 
of the pilots of Poland’s legendary 
World War II Flight Squadron 303, 

Gen. Witold Urbanowicz, were pre-
sented in New York to director of 
the Warsaw Army Museum, profes-
sor Janusz Cisek. 

Cisek received among others a 
decorative pistol, medals and pho-
tographs belonging to the squadron 
leader. The memorabilia was shown 
at a special exhibition for the pilot’s 
100th birth anniversary, March 30.

Urbanowicz was one of the best 
pilots in the Battle of Britain, shoot-
ing down 17 Nazi planes but never 
taking a single shot himself. In 1943 
he joined the U.S. Air Force with the 
“Flying Tigers” 75th Squadron. Af-
ter the war he settled in New York. 
He died in 1996.

New Britain’s Broad Street 
Bow “Little Poland” 

NEW BRITAIN, Conn.—The 
common Council unanimously 
passed a resolution marking Broad 
Street as “Little Poland” in recogni-
tion of the contributions of Polish 
Americans in blending their heri-
tage with commerce, culture and 
community.

Appropriate signage is being cre-
ated to mark the designation. 

Several council members said 
Broad Street is the true Main Street 
of New Britain—high praise, given 
the level of commitment the city has 
shown to developing downtown.

Guggenheim for Zavatsky
NEW YORK—Poet Bill Za-

vatsky was awarded a 2008 Fellow-
ship in Poetry by the John Simon 
Guggenheim Memorial Founda-
tion. Guggenheim Fellowships are 
awarded, on a competitive basis, to 
enable advanced professionals in the 
sciences, humanities, and creative 
arts to pursue research or creative 
work of their choice.

Zavatsky grew up in Bridgeport, 
Conn., and holds BA and MFA de-
grees from Columbia University. He 
has worked as a journalist and pub-
lished three collections of poetry, 
the most recent of which is “Where 
X Marks the Spot.”

Deputy Secretary of Defense
Gordon England Honors Polish Armed Forces

soldiers have served shoulder-to-
shoulder with the U.S. military. He 
added that now both countries are 
fully cooperating dealing with many 
critical issues such as modernizing 
the Polish military, security between 
our countries, and the recently-
signed Missile Defense Agreement. 

Sec. England ended his speech 
by thanking the Polish people for 
the “strong, wonderful relationship 
that we have between our coun-
tries,” and saying “that by partner-
ing together, together we are ensur-
ing a safer world.” 
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Polish Armed Forces Day At Embassy. The national anthems 
of the United States and Poland were by soprano Dr. Laura Kafka (r.). 
Also participating is U.S. Dep. Sec. of Defense Gordon England (l.) and 
Ambassador Robert Kupiecki (c.). 

the film and incorporate interviews 
given by various historians, includ-
ing Edward Pinkowski, the late Col. 

Francis Kajencki, Fr. Edward Batko 
and others. She utilized many actual 
locations of battles to illustrate the 
story. Historian Colonel Tadeusz 
Krzastek of the Polish Air Force as-
sisted in creating a factually-correct 
background narrative (in both Pol-
ish and English versions), that was 
combined with an appropriate musi-
cal score to accentuate the action.

Though certain incidents had 
to be summarized, no effort was 
spared to make the filmed story of 
Pulaski’s life understandable to both 
Polish and American viewers. Com-
puter animations show the course 
of events in the important military 
struggles in which Pulaski took part. 
Archive footage at the end referenc-
es the military connection of Pulaski 
to the Polish cavalry before World 
War II. The film is a significant 
achievement in the art of documen-
tary film making, and a fine way to 
pay tribute to the memory of Gen-
eral Pulaski.

The American Council for Polish 
Culture (ACPC) was one of several 
major sponsors who supported the 
film. Those wishing to obtain a copy 
on DVD (both English and Polish 
versions on one disk) should refer-
ence the ACPC website: www.pol-
ishcultureacpc.org.

PASS IT ON! When you finish 
reading your copy of the Polish 
American Journal, please pass 

it on, and ask that person to 
subscribe.

ACROSS POLONIA
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14KT. GOLD JEWELRY

Some items available in sterling silver.
Please write or call for pricing.
Golden Lion Jewelry

P.O. Box 199
Port Reading, NJ 07064

(908) 862-1927
(Add $6.00 Postage & Handling for each item)

Prices subject to change
Please allow 10-14 days for delivery. If not satis-

fied, return for refund within 15 days.
 New Jersey residents must add 7% sales tax. 
New York & Mass. residents add appropriate 

sales tax.

ALL SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE • All items are 14KT Solid Yellow Gold.
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Description
A. Polish Princess

B. #1 Babcia (Script)
C. #1 Babcia (Block)

D. Small Eagle
E. Medium Eagle

F. Large Eagle
G. Large Heavy Eagle
H. Extra Heavy Eagle

I. #1 Mamusia (Block)
J. #1 Tatus (Block)
K. #1 Ciocia (Block)

L. Tie Tacks of D, E, F, G

ORCHARD LAKE, Mich.—The 
night before Thanksgiving, the Ea-
glets of Orchard Lake St. Mary’s 
and the Redmen of Marquette will 
pick up where they left off in March. 
tied as state hockey champs. This 
time a state championship will not 
be at stake, however, but perhaps, 
something just as meaningful. The 
two teams will open their respective 
2008-09 seasons playing to benefit 
children through the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. 

The puck will drop for the 
Champs for Charity game at 8:00 
p.m., Wednesday, November 26, 
at the St. Mary’s Athletic Center 
Hockey Arena in Orchard Lake. 

Last March, St. Mary’s and Mar-
quette shared the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association’s Di-
vision 1 Hockey title after an epic 
eight-overtime marathon ended 
in a 1-1 tie. The game marked the 

only tie in the history of Michigan’s 
hockey finals and was the longest 
high school hockey game in U.S. 
history in the number of minutes 
played. 

It also served as a rematch of the 
2007 state final, in which St. Mary’s 
took home the trophy with a 4-2 win 
over Marquette. 

Detroit Free Press reporter 
Chris Lau likened the latter peri-
ods of the epic on ice to a pee-wee 
league skirmish. “Guys were so ex-
hausted that they were falling over 
without even being touched. And 
they were almost unable to get up … 
Yet they were still skating as hard 
as they possibly could—diving after 
pucks, making hits, and going back 
to block shots. It was really some-
thing to see.” 

Lau recalled the standing ovation 
from the thousands still in atten-
dance when the co-champion deci-

The sports world lost one of its 
legendary figures recently, when 
Walter “Killer” Kowalski died at 
the age of 81. Kowalski became one 
of professional wrestling’s biggest 
stars and most-hated villains when 
wrestling became a national sensa-
tion in the early years of TV.

Despite his nickname—and his 
reputation in the ring—Killer’s wid-
ow remembered him as “a wonder-
ful man, never drank, never smoked, 
and he was a vegetarian for almost 
60 years.”

Born in Canada, he was study-
ing electrical engineering in college 
while working at the Ford plant in 
Detroit to help pay his way. With his 
size (6-7, 275-lb.) and athletic abil-
ity, he soon found the wrestling ring 
as a good way to make a few bucks. 
He rose to the top of the wrestling 
world rather quickly. 

Kowalski turned villain after 
hurting Yukon Eric during a match 
in Montreal in 1952. Kowalski ac-
cidentally ripped off a part of Yukon 
Eric’s ear while performing a knee 
drop. Eric’s ears were already badly 
cauliflowered from his many years 
in the ring Killer visited his oppo-
nent in the hospital, and the pair 
began laughing at how silly the ban-
dages looked. However, newspaper 
reports stated that Kowalski showed 
up at the hospital and laughed at the 

SPORTS / Tom Tarapacki

Goodbye, Killer

Despite his nickname—and his 
reputation in the ring—Killer’s 
widow remembered him as “a 
wonderful man, never drank, 
never smoked, and he was a veg-
etarian for almost 60 years.”

injury he caused, and that helped ce-
ment his reputation as a villain.

After a long and successful ca-
reer, Kowalski retired in 1977, and 
opened a wrestling school in Mal-
den, Mass. His students included 
WWE star Triple H, Chyna, and 
Chris Nowinski. He sold the busi-
ness in 2003.

Kowalski was inducted into sev-
eral wrestling halls of fame, includ-
ing the WWF Hall of Fame and the 

Professional Wrestling Hall of Fame 
and Museum. It was also good to 
personally see Killer get inducted 
into the National Polish-American 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2007.

BACK TO DUKE. It didn’t take 
long for Mike Krzyzewski of Duke 
to return to college recruiting after 
leading the U.S. men’s basketball 
team to an Olympic gold medal in 
Beijing. Krzyzewski, 61, added a 
dimension to a résumé that includes 
three NCAA titles. 

He became a catalyst in restoring 
the image of the United States as a 
world powerhouse, which had faded 
since it won gold at Sydney in 2000. 
The Americans won bronze at the 
2004 Athens Games. They also won 
bronze in 2006 worlds and finished 
sixth in the 2002 worlds.

With the Olympic championship, 
“there’s a sense of more confidence 
in who you are and what you do,” 
said Krzyzewski. The U.S. players 
draped their medals around his neck 
after beating Spain, an unplanned 
show of respect for their coach, as 
coaches do not receive Olympic 
medals.

One recruit he already has at Duke 
is forward Olek Czyz. Krzyzewski 
said the 6-8 native of Poland “is still 
learning the game, but he’s a tre-
mendous athlete.” Czyz wasn’t con-

sidered an elite recruit, but recently 
led all scorers with 23 points to earn 
MVP honors at the Capital Classic 
all-star game.
 
HE SHOOTS, HE SCORES. Cin-
cinnati forward Matt Syroczynski 
scored a power-play goal less than a 
minute into the third period of game 
6 of the ECHL finals, giving the Cy-
clones the lead as Cincinnati went 
on to beat Las Vegas 3-1 and win 
the Kelly Cup Finals. The game was 
played before a crowd of 12,722. 
the largest in playoff history for the 
ECHL and the Cyclones.

The 25-year-old appeared in 60 
games for the Cyclones last season, 
netting 30 goals and 20 assists for 
50 points and 70 penalty minutes. In 
the playoffs he tallied eleven points 
(8-3-11) in postseason contests, in-
cluding the title-clinching goal. 

Soon afterwards, the 2008 Kelly 
Cup champions announced that they 
re-signed forward Matt Syroczynski 
for the 2008-09 season “Matt has 
developed into one of the ECHL’s 
better power forwards,” Cyclones 
Head Coach Chuck Weber said. “We 
look forward to having him take on 
even more of a leadership role with 
this team in 2008-09.” He was the 
first player from the championship 
team to re-join the team.

The 6-5, 225-lb. native of Ham-

burg, New York, previously played 
professionally in 2006-07 with Fort 
Wayne (UHL). Syroczynski collect-
ed 20 goals, 21 assists and 41 points 
in 73 games for the Komets during 
his rookie season as a professional. 
Prior to joining Fort Wayne, Matt 
played at the University of Vermont 
for two seasons

THEY SAID IT
“I never would have dreamed 

that people in Poland actually cared 
about what I do so much. So many 
big fans. I thought maybe my last 
name was ‘Williamsowski.’ “

—American tennis star Venus 
Williams, when asked by a Polish 
reporter asked if she liked playing 
in Poland.

PERKOSKI’S NOTEBOOK. Base-
ball great Carl Yastrzemski has re-
covered form triple-bypass surgery 
… Denmark’s Caroline Wozni-
acki, the daughter of Polish parents, 
picked up her third title this year 
after beating Estonia’s Kaia Kanepi 
in three sets to win the $175,000 
Japan Open Tennis Championships 
… Tricia Zubrowski was named 
women’s lacrosse coach at Bridge-
port College. 

Orchard Lake Eaglets to Meet Marquette for Charity Match
sion was announced by the MHSAA 
through the public address system.

“It was pure joy in the arena. Ev-
erybody was standing up and cheer-
ing for both teams. It was what was 
best for everybody; it made sense.”

It became the second longest 
game in periods played in national 
hockey history, trailing only an 11-
overtime game in 1955 that Minne-

apolis South won over Thief River 
Falls, 3-2, according to records pro-
vided by the MHSAA. The game 
was also the first time in the history 
of MHSAA-sanctioned hockey that 
a state title game had gone beyond 
three overtimes. 

Reports of the game made the 
national news with coverage by the 
Associated Press, ESPN, and EPSN.

com. ESPN put the story on the front 
page of their NHL section. 

Tickets for the game are $5 and 
are on sale at the St. Mary’s Athletic 
Complex Ticket Office. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. For tickets contact An-
nette Knight at (248) 706-4200 or 
by email at aknight@stmarysprep.
com. 
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Grocery Shopping VI
Phonetic hh is like ch in loch • Phonetic ai is like eye

m, n, f denotes male, female, neuter

jabłko................................................. (YAHP-koh) n
apple

morela........................................... (moh-REH-lah) f
apricot

banan................................................ (BAH-nahn) m
banana

porzeczka............................ (poh-ZHEHCH-kah) f
currant

jagoda........................................... (yah-GOH-dah) f
blueberry

wiśnia............................................. (VEESH-nyah) f
or

czereśnia.............................. (cheh-REHSH-nyah) f
cherry

orzech kokosowy.................................................................
..................................... (OH-zhehh koh-koh-SOH-vih) m

coconut
figa................................................................... (FEE-gah) f

fig
winogrono................................... (vee-noh-GROH-noh) n

grape
grejpfrut.................................................. (GRAYP-frut) m

grapefruit
cytryna.................................................. (tsih-TRIH-nah) f

lemon
pomarańcza............................. (poh-mah-RAYN–chah) f

orange
—continued next month—

BABA JAGA’S CORNER / Jagoda Urban-Klaehn

Reflections from a 
trip to Romania 

Since I came to America in 1993, 
I never understood the logic be-
hind “pro-life” versus “pro-choice” 
catchphrases, but their real meaning 
is different from their wording. We 
have the hot election season com-
ing, so it is an appropriate time to 
ponder it.

“Pro-life” is usually used and 
also sometimes overused by GOP 
party to show their human and pro-
values. However, its meaning is very 
limited. It indicates that the party is 
against abortion and believes in the 
sanctity of life before the child is 
born. The official stance of the party 
is much more cynical and can be 
described by a following sentence: 
“we care for life until the baby is 
born, but after the baby is born it is 
on its own.” So, the pro-life attitude 
of GOP party is very limited, al-
though the party likes to boast their 
pro-life credentials.

The “Pro-choice” term is em-
braced by Democrats. The word 
“choice” is easy as well as cruel and 
can be described as “to kill or not 
to kill.” The mother of the baby has 
an alternative between keeping the 
baby or killing it. It is not a very 
nice choice. Democrats insist that 
the baby is a part of woman’s body 
and a woman has a right to decide 
what to do with her body. The role 
of a man in the process of making 
a baby is never taken seriously un-
til the baby is born. But Democrats 
should deserve a credit with so 
called “value” voters because un-
knowingly they also propagate pro-
life programs. Democrats in their 
party platform stress the care for 
education, health care and welfare 
systems as well as their general anti-
war and anti-lobby stances. These 
are “pro-life” programs, although 
they are not called this way.

Unfortunately many people who 
go to vote are only one-issue voters. 
They would vote for “pro-life” slo-
gan without understanding the com-
plexity of the “pro-life” issue. My 
elderly neighbor just told me that 
she cannot vote for Obama because 
he allows killing of the babies. I 

asked her “what about senseless 
killing of adults in Iraq? (Iraqi ci-
vilians and American soldiers). Are 
adults not important?”

My point is, if we are for the 
sanctity of life, we should protect 
one’s whole life, not only life until 
the time a baby is born?

In general it is easy to see that 
there is no fully “pro-life” platform 
in any of the two major parties in the 
United States. Both parties are only 
partly pro-life. People like me, who 
are really pro-life miss, the platform 
to express their opinions and be-
liefs.

My point is, if we are for the 
sanctity of life, we should 
protect one’s whole life, not 
only life until the time a 
baby is born?

The extreme “pro-life” stance re-
minds me Romania in 1980s. Dur-
ing that time Romania was ruled 
by Nicolae Ceasescu, an absolute 
despot. He also tested his people to 
the extreme. When I visited Roma-
nia it was an impoverished country. 
I could see its former splendor but 
it was a sad country with no cars 
on the roads, no milk in the stores, 
and no light after dark, since elec-
tricity was very limited. Ceasescu 
wanted to pay all foreign debts at 
the expense of the well-being of his 
citizens. He ordered the export of 
much of the country’s agricultural 
and industrial products in order to 
repay its debts.

To add to the hardships, Roma-
nia had a policy of banning abortion 
and forcing women to have many 
children. If you did not have any 
children after the age 25, you paid a 
huge tax, whether you were married 
or not. The inability to procreate due 
to medical reasons did not make a 
difference. The women who had 
ten children or more were declared 
“heroines of the nation.” 

I visited Romania with the group 
of Polish tourists twice in 1980s. We 
traveled in a tour bus. Whenever our 
bus stopped in the center of small 
or big towns we were surrounded 
by wild groups of children of dif-
ferent ages. Some were still very 

small but able to walk or run. There 
were no adults nearby, as if all these 
kids were growing up on the streets. 
These children were hungry for the 
attention. They were touching us, 
our clothes, anything which was 
available—rings, necklaces, beads 
—since they did not have any toys. 
Their parents, if they had any, were 
probably busy working, since the 
working week for people in Roma-
nia was longer than anywhere else. 
These scenes were very sad, we were 
not prepared for it, and did not know 
how to help. I remember a mother 
with a small child who wanted to 
buy powdered milk for her baby. 
We did not have any. In the stores in 
Romania it was easier to buy a beer 
than milk in that time. I remember 
ghostly empty roads and then a trac-
tor pulling a trailer. The trailer was 
overcrowded with children, prob-
ably having a ride to school. When 
these kids saw our bus, they all 
crowded to one side of the barrier of 
the trailer. It was a scary picture. We 
were afraid that the barrier would 
just give up and all the kids would 
fall down. 

The Romanian orphanages be-
came notorious for being crowded 
and filthy without sufficient care. It 
shows how dangerous the extreme 
policies are which force people to 
have babies but do not give them 
enough resources to care for them. 

People need to understand that 
any policy building needs to be done 
in a comprehensive way. If we want 
children, we need to be prepared for 
their coming. Life is too precious to 
be mishandled. I remember reading 
in “Idaho Catholic Register” that it 
is hard to find real pro-life politi-
cians and lobby them in Washing-
ton, i.e., politicians who embrace 
not only anti-abortion stance but 
also anti-poverty ideas.

Until we will have a real “pro-
life” party here I will carry an un-
usual and seemingly contradictory 
sticker on the back of my car which 
reads “Pro-life Democrat.” 

Pro-life Democrats have even 
their website. You can visit it at: 
www.democratsforlife.org/

v v v
Visit Jaga’s Polish Culture Web-

site at www.culture.polishsite.us. 

HARTFORD, Conn.—The an-
nual Szopka Festival sponsored by 
the Polish Cultural Club of Greater 
Hartford is being held at the Polish 
National Home, 60 Charter Oak Av-
enue, Sun., Nov. 30, 2008 from 9:30 
to 3:00 p.m. There will be an op-
portunity to purchase holiday items, 
books and cards, Polish imports, 
Polish food and baked goods, am-
ber jewelry, and Polish stoneware 
pottery at the many booths in the 
ballroom. Among the booths will 
be a special game for children and 
an ever popular raffle table offering 
many beautiful and valuable gifts. 
The proceeds from this event is used 
to support the Scholarship Fund of 
the Polish Cultural Club awarded to 
college bound students.

The feature each year from 
which the festival derives its name 
is the competition and the display of 
original display of original szopkas 
designed following the ancient Kra-
kovian model by students from St. 
Cyril and Methodius School in Hart-
ford and the Sacred Heart School in 
New Britain. The students have been 
guided and instructed by the well 
known Polish artist famous for his 
religious icons, Marek Czarnecki of 
Conn. Who directs them to observe 
the guidelines which the Krakovian 
szopka (creche, manger) requires. 
The Krakovian szopka, “traditional 
Polish folk art,” had roots of origin 
which began formally in the 19th 
century. The folk art created by the 
local peasantry in Poland pictured 
an elaborate castle designed to pres-

ent a more beautiful birthplace for 
the Christ child than the stable in 
which he was born. Among other 
household items, the student artists 
are required to use colored paper, 
“shiny foil,” and other goods in or-
der to adorn the typical towers and 
colorful workmanship that marked 
many Renaissance buildings` in 
Poland and at the Wawel Castle in 
Krakow. 

On the afternoon of the Festival, 
the judges will award modest prizes 
to those students whose entries fol-
low best the Krakovain style for 
originality, style, and beauty. All the 
students’ szopkas will be on exhibit 
on the stage. 

This year the Szopka Festival is 
being chaired by Louis Maglaty of 
West Hartford and Edward Farley 
of New Britain. All proceeds benefit 
the Scholarship Fund of the Polish 
Cultural Club. Admission is free 
and the public is cordially invited to 
attend this colorful and meaningful 
holiday event where you are sure 
to enjoy all the many activities of 
the day. For those wishing to relax 
and enjoy good Polish cooking, the 
well known restaurant at the Polish 
Home will begin serving at 11:30 
a.m. Ample parking is available.

For further information involv-
ing the event, you may call Mary 
Heslin at (860) 236-5023. 

The Polish Cultural Club of 
Greater Hartford is an affiliate of 
the American Council for Polish 
Culture, a national organization. 

What Does It Really Mean to be “Pro-Life”?

Hartford Gets Ready 
for Annual Szopka Festival

Stunning Christmas creches will be on display.

In Polish tradition, the evening 
of November 29th, the day before 
the feastday of St. Andrew, has long 
been associated with fortune-telling 
games played by the younger set. 
This might be an interesting, “some-
thing different for a change” theme 
for your fall frolic, disco, youth-club 
function or other late-November 
get-together. Parishes named after 
St. Andrew should especially take 

notice. Let’s start by learning how 
to pronounce Andrzejki: First say 
“on” (as in off & on), “jay” (as in 
blue jay) and “kee” (as in key) and 
you get on-JAY-kee. 

One of the typical just-for-fun 
activities said to show whom a girl 
will get engaged to and marry is 
wax-pouring. Each girl gets a turn 
pouring a portion (perhaps about 1/4 
cup) of molten beeswax into a basin 

of cold water. The wax may be heat-
ed until it melts in a metal dipper or 
ladle over a stove or candle flame. 
On contact with the cold water the 
wax immediately hardens into one 
shape of another. Either the shape it-
self or the shadow it casts when held 
up to a strong light is said to predict 
her matrimonial future. The shape 
may resemble the person’s head or 
something object associated with 

him. Traditionally the molten wax is 
poured in a thin stream through the 
eye of large, old-fashion key which 
is said to unlock the future. 

Another game is the shoe line. All 
the eligible girls present take off their 
left shoe and place it in a pile near a 
wall. One of the boys may be asked 
to do the honors and line the shoes 
up heel-to-toe pointing towards the 
nearest door. The girl whose shoe 
complete clears the threshold is the 
first expected to marry and should 
get a suitable prize. Something hu-
morously “housewifely” like an 
embroidered apron, carved wooden 
spoon, rolling-pin or broom should 
get a good laugh.

The pot game is prepared in ad-
vance by the party’s hosts. Each girl 
taking part is led individually to a 
series of pots, bowls, boxes or other 
non-translucent containers placed 
upside down on a table. Various ob-
jects said to predict the girl’s future 
are concealed under each of them. 
For instance a ring (means imminent 
marriage), a baby toy (pregnancy), 
a rosary (becoming a nun), apron 
(housewife), a cake (abundance), 
book (old maid), money (career 

woman), wine glass (drunk), a piece 
of sod (death), etc. The first contain-
er the girl points to is said to reveal 
what the future holds in store. 

Another Andrzejki game is the 
apple-peel toss. Each participat-
ing girl peels an apple so the en-
tire comes off in a single strand. If 
it breaks, she is disqualified. She 
then flings the unbroken peel over 
her shoulder. The peel often lands 
on the floor and assumes the shape 
of a letter which is said to indicate 
the name of her future fiancé or hus-
band. If it appears to resemble the 
letter “S” that could mean Steve, 
“L” might indicate Leo, and so on. 
If the peel does not resemble any 
recognizable letter, that means the 
peel-tosser will not get engaged for 
quite some time.

Finally there is the cake jump. 
Cakes such as pączki, donuts, pier-
niczki or Danish are suspended from 
the ceiling on strings at a height of 
several inches above the top of each 
participant’s head. In order to bite 
into it, the participant must jump up. 
Those that succeed on the first try 
are the first ones said to go to the 
altar.

YOUTH CORNER / Robert Strybel

Fun on St. Andrew’s Eve, Andrzejki
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by Paul S. Valasek
In 2008, we have the 90th obser-

vance of Armistice Day, called Vet-
eran’s Day since 1954. We of course 
are remembering those veterans who 
served our country and the millions 
who gave their lives for our freedom. 
This is honorable and worthy of our 
attention. Unfortunately, as genera-
tions pass and history is continually 
diminished in our minds, many do 
not know the reason for November 
11th as a national holiday as well as 
the roles Polish Americans played in 
the cause of freedom.

November 11th, specifically, on 
the 11th hour, of the 11th day of the 
11th month, as a child, we were in-
structed to stand and face east for a 
moment of silence. This was not in 
the ’30s or ’40s, but the 1950s and 
’60s. The significance of 11/11/11 is 
found in history, unfortunately, as 
life progresses, its importance is be-
ing lost in time. 

For it was at that moment back 
in 1918, that a general Armistice 
was observed ending the fighting of 
World War I. Exactly at that hour, 
the guns stopped, men came out of 
the trenches, looked around, and 
met with their adversaries, some 
only yards away. The war to end all 
wars, i.e. the Great War, was over. 
Well, at least on the Western front

I say that because what is com-
monly called Haller’s Army, (Armia 
Hallera), the Polish Army in France 

(Armia Polska we Francyi), and the 
Blue Army (Blekitna Armia), was 
just finishing chapter two of their 
service and entering into the main 
story of their legend.

The concept of an army made up 
of Poles living abroad was started as 
early as 1910-1911, and supported 
by members of Polonia living in 
North America. Because of our free-
doms, the concept of a “Kosciuszko 
Army” was openly created with ex-
pectations of 100,000 Polish men 
joining from the US and Canada. 
Unfortunately, this number was en-
thusiastically high but nearly 33,000 
men did attempt to sign up through 
44 recruitment centers in the United 
States and four in Canada. Along-
side the men were approximately 50 
women from Buffalo’s Polonia who 
entered service in the role of nurses, 
“Grey Samaritans,” working along-
side with the American Red Cross 
and the Polish White Cross aid so-
cieties.

Out of this total of volunteers, 
nearly 24,000 were accepted and 
shipped to Ontario, specifically Ni-
agara on the Lake and Camp Borden 
for training by the Canadian Armed 
Forces. Some attrition took place 
during training, but over 23,000 
Polish recruits, under U.S. guid-
ance, trained by Canadians, outfitted 
by the French and shipped overseas 
in American, French and Russian 
ships set out for battle in December 

1917.
After arriving 

at French ports, 
camps were set 
up at Le Mans, 
Mamers, and 
other facilities 
with the main 
camp at Sille le 
Guillaume, out-
side of Paris. 
Fighting action 
was limited while 
in France, but time was well spent 
as estimates of 50,000 Poles living 
in France joined into this army as 
well as 40,000 Polish POWs taken 
out of Italian prison camps, 10,000 
volunteers from Holland and small-
er numbers from England and even 
Brazil and Siberia. The anticipated 
100,000 number was surpassed and 
many accounts state this force was 
Poland’s best trained, best outfitted 
and most effective in fighting. 

After the Armistice, some Pol-
ish Americans were shipped home 
to the States, but the majority was 
waiting to fulfill their mission, to 
set up a free and independent Po-
land. In April 1919, in spite of op-
position by the conquered German 
nation, special trains were outfit-
ted to send what now is commonly 
called Haller’s Army into Poland 
to fight those Germans and Austro-
Hungarians who did not respect the 
Armistice, but more importantly, the 

menace of the Bolsheviks who were 
spreading chaos and mayhem from 
the east with plans of conquering 
Europe with their ideologies.

Now joining in with the Polish 
Armies of Pilsudski, the enemies of 
Poland were defeated and the rebirth 
of a Polish Nation once again put 
Poland on the map after disappear-
ing since the third partition of 1795. 
This being completed in 1921, more 
than 2 years after the Great War was 
“over.”

Many Polish Americans have 
forgotten the role their ancestors 
played in this army, or for many, 
were never told of this historic time 
in Polish and Polish American his-
tory. Yes there were Polish Ameri-
cans in the U.S. army in World War 
I, but they were subject to the U.S. 
draft. Men of Haller’s Army were 
volunteers, though many faced 
“unofficial” drafting through heavy 
persuasion of their families, friends, 
communities, parishes, and neigh-
bors. These men were to have been 
non-U.S. citizens, over the age of 
18, single, and not the sole source of 
their family’s support. Through data 
basing the army from recruitment 
records, I have found exceptions to 
all of these rules, but let us say, if 
your family was living in the United 
States or Canada before 1917, and 
were not yet U.S. citizens, there is 
a very good chance you have some 
form of a relative in this army. All 

of the largest and many smaller 
cities and towns of Polonia were 
represented in this recruitment 
process. The largest centers for ap-
plicants were Chicago with 5779, 
followed by New York City 3256, 
Detroit 2839, Pittsburgh 2376, Buf-
falo 1824, Milwaukee 1395, Phila-
delphia 1343, Cleveland 1285, and 
Wilkes-Barre 1082. 

For those who had family and 
have not yet, contacted me, I would 
be very pleased to hear from you. 
For others who want me to check 
on any possibilities, I would also be 
glad to check my database. Please 
send an email: Hallersarmy@aol.
com. For additional information, 
please visit www.polishroots.org.

Dr. Valask 
is the author of 
“Haller’s Pol-
ish Army in 
France,” a com-
pilation of origi-
nal materials 
both from North 
America and 
Europe relating 

the story of Haller’s Army. 100% in 
English, many materials have nev-
er been translated into English or 
are easily available. To order, send 
$40.00, which includes media mail 
throughout the United States, to: 
Paul S. Valasek, 2643 W. 51st St., 
Chicago, IL 60632-1559.

The territory of today’s Baltic 
States. Estonia, Latvia and Lithu-
ania played an important role in the 
history of Poland. In the 14th cen-
tury, Poland and Lithuania united in 
a commonwealth, with Poland the 
dominant partner. Eventually, this 
extended Polish territory to the east-
ern shore of the Baltic Sea. North of 
Lithuania along the Baltic lay a col-
lection of principalities and duch-
ies with names such as Esthonia, 
Livonia, Semigallia, Samogitia and 
Kurlandia.

The Balts, who originally set-
tled these lands, were caught in the 
middle of rivalries among strong 
area powers: Prussia, Sweden, Rus-
sia, Poland and to a lesser extent 
Denmark. The German Prussians 
settled in cities along the coast and 
in manors inland, subjugating the 
native peasants. Russia pushed from 
the east, eager for a window on the 
Baltic. Sweden wanted to expand 
southward and Poland northward. 
The prizes were excellent ports and 
harbors, great natural resources, and 
control of the Baltic Sea.

 Livonia, ruled by ethnic Germans 
of the Livonian Order of Knights 
and comprising what is now Lat-
via and southern Estonia, was con-
stantly threatened by invading bar-
barous Muscovites. Grand Master 
Gothard Kettler secured the protec-
tion of Poland against the Russians 
by agreeing to become a vassal un-
der the Polish crown in 1561. King 
Zygmunt promised Kettler autono-
mous control of the southern third 
of Livonia, creating the Duchy of 
Courland (Polish: Kurlandia). It was 
to remain a part of the Kingdom of 
Poland until the latter’s final parti-
tion in 1795. At one point, it would 
count among its military guards a 
young Kazimierz Pułaski.

 While nominally a part of Po-
land, the Duchy’s ties to the King-
dom were very loose. The Poles 
wrote and imposed a constitution 
and a set of statutes on Courland. 
But the Duchy retained the right of 

neutrality. It was not forced to sup-
ply soldiers for Polish wars. It did 
not pay taxes to the crown. And the 
Duke was not personally subordi-
nated to the Polish King.

 Courland’s greatest leader was 
Duke Jacob Kettler who ruled from 
1641-1682. He developed the state’s 
industry and agriculture and turned 
it into a maritime power with a huge 
fleet that traded with countries all 
over the world. The little dukedom 
had much to offer including high 
quality grain, timber and iron prod-
ucts. 

 Before long Duke Jacob became 
interested in establishing overseas 
colonies to compete with the west-
ern European powerhouses. He 
had his eye on Tobago in the West 
Indies, which had previously been 
claimed by the Dutch. After a couple 
of failed attempts at colonization, in 
1654 an armed Courish ship carry-
ing soldiers and eighty families of 
colonists, many of them ethnic Lat-
vians, arrived at the island. The cap-
tain claimed it for Courland. Known 
as New Courland, it was rapidly de-
veloped and supplied Courland with 
sugar, coffee, spices and tobacco. 
But just five years later the Dutch 
chased off the Courlanders. Com-
petition among maritime powers for 
bases was intense.

 Duke Jacob was in no position 
to defend Tobago. In the great war 
between Poland and Sweden (1655-
1660), in large part fought for con-
trol of the eastern Baltic, he rejected 
Swedish calls to align himself with 
that country, which incensed Swe-
den to invade and almost totally 
destroy Courland. Jacob was taken 
prisoner and held for two years until 
the treaty of Oliwa ended the war. 
Courland was restored to Polish 
control, but it would never regain its 
former glory. Tobago was returned 
to Courland but the colony was un-
der constant attack from the Dutch, 
Indians and pirates. In 1689 it was 
truned over to the rival British.

 Also, from 1651 to 1664, Cour-

CIEKAWOSTKI / Martin S. Nowak

Polish Courland and its Colonies
land held St. Andrew’s Island at the 
mouth of the Gambia River and a 
small piece of land on the nearby 
West African mainland. The Cour-
landers were interested in cashing in 
on the slave trade. From here they 

were also forced out by the British.
 These colonies were directly un-

der the control of the Duke of Cour-
land. Poles never occupied nor vis-
ited them. The flag of Courland flew 
over their fortresses. Yet as autono-

mous and independent as Courland 
was, it was still a vassal state subject 
to the Polish crown. Technically, 
Tobago and St. Andrew’s were for 
a short time Poland’s only overseas 
colonies.

Haller’s Army and Armistice Day: Times to be Remembered

GEN. JOZEF 
HALLER
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OBITUARIES / Jennifer Moskal

It was definitely not “politics 
as usual” this election year and for 
all the political junkies out there: 
cieszy si (enjoy)! I generally eat 
debates and position papers for 
breakfast, and the 2008 Presidential 
election was pretty good stuff. 

My interest in the American po-
litical culture is in the maneuver-
ing and competing for ideas to gain 
an advantage with the people. For 
many, the posturing and pandering 
is distasteful; for me it is the essence 
of a free and democratic society. I 
am so thankful for the privilege to 
have been born in this great country 
and to be able to vote. If you really 
want to get something done or make 
sure you get all the votes, have a 
dictatorship. I prefer the system we 
have despite all the drawbacks and 
challenges. We have the best sys-
tem, not a perfect system.

Politicking is second nature to 
every human being. Everyone nego-
tiates, makes deals, compromises, 
and makes decisions on behalf of 
somebody else at some time. Maybe 
it is even more so for every Pole. 
Poland and central Europe are like 
Missouri and the Middle East; ev-
erything converges there and friends 
and enemies switch depending on 
how the wind is blowing. I can rec-
ommend two excellent, recent books 
that illustrate this point. 

The first is the new book by Pat-
rick J. Buchanan titled “Churchill, 
Hitler, and the Unnecessary War” 
(Crown Publishing, New York, 
2008). Buchanan’s premise is that 
the Poles could have prevented 
World War II by making a deal with 
Germany and Hitler for Danzig and 
Britain should not have pledged to 

declare war on Germany if it at-
tacked Poland. 

You can come to your own con-
clusions. For the record, I disagree 
with Buchanan on a number of 
points but one of the real highlights 
of his research for us Poles is the 
tremendous ordeal Colonel Jozef 
Beck, the Polish Foreign Minister 
went through in order to stave off 
Hitler and Stalin and preserve the 
life of his country without going to 
war. Whether Beck’s approach was 
right or wrong, it was politics and 
diplomacy on an intense level.

The other book is the “Rites of 
Peace, The Fall of Napoleon and 
The Congress of Vienna,” by Adam 
Zamoyski (Harper Collins Publish-
ers, New York, 2007). Zamoyski 
studies the political dealings be-
tween the major powers in Europe 
towards the end of Napoleon’s rule 
for the purpose of realizing stability 
and a lasting peace.

One of the main questions dis-
cussed was what to do with the 
Grand Duchy of Warsaw and the 
Poles. Alexander, Tsar of Russia and 
friend of Prince Adam Czartoryski, 
wanted some kind of autonomy for 
the Poles but could not get accep-
tance of a free Poland from Britain. 
Czartoryski lobbied for a “reunifica-
tion of its severed portions…He had 
a vision of Poland as a more or less 
autonomous province of, possibly 
even a kingdom within, the Russian 
Empire” (page 18). 

These two distressed eras in the 
life of Poland required major efforts 
in the art of politics. Question for 
November, who is the greatest Pol-
ish politician?

Always in the race is NASCAR 

Nationwide Series driver Brad Kes-
elowski. Brad is in 2nd place in the 
point standings and has had some 
very impressive finishes this year. 
From the Brad88 web site:

Brad was born and bred into 
a strong and passionate racing 
family. K Automotive is a family-
run, family-owned team based in 
the shadow of DaimlerChrysler 
World Headquarters in Auburn 
Hills, Mich.

(http://www.brad88.com/pro-
file.htm)

St.Louis is NASCAR coun-
try and I keep hearing good things 
about this Keselowski guy driving 
hard in the #88 Navy car. Check out 
his web site and keep an eye on him 
as his engine is revved for bigger 
and better accomplishments.

READERS RESPOND—RYAN 
NEWMAN. Also in the race with a 
part Polish face is Ryan Newman, 
winner of NASCAR’s 2008 Dayto-
na 500. Ryan has won 13 times since 
2002 when he joined the circuit as a 
regular driver. Newman is originally 
from South Bend, Indiana as is the 
reliable source of this tip, Tom Hoff-
man, who tells me that Ryan’s mom 
is a Buczkowski from home. Keep 
going Ryan, and thank you Tom. 

 
READERS THAT KNOW AND 
LOVE TOMATOES RESPOND. 
PAJ reader Francis Drybala sent 
in this information on the Tomato 
Growers Supply Company located 
in Fort Myers, Fla.

You can call them to order Pol-
ish tomato seeds at (888) 478-7333 
or check out their web site at www.
tomatogrowers.com/index.html. 

Here are a couple examples of 
the Polish Beefsteaks:

Polish #5417 (30 seeds) $2.25  
Large, brick-red fruit grows to 1 lb. 
and more and has exquisite flavor. 
Vigorous plants set fruit well even 
in cool weather. Heirloom variety 
from Poland. Indeterminate. 85 
days.

Soldacki #5491 (30 seeds) $2.25  
A very good tasting variety that 
yields plenty of dark pink fruit that 
weigh about 1 lb. Tomatoes are flat-
tened, with solid flesh and great 
flavor, which is intense yet sweet. 
Very vigorous, tall plants are po-
tato-leaved. Heirloom variety origi-
nally from Poland. Indeterminate. 
75 days.

Zogola #5616 (30 seeds) $2.25  
Crimson red beefsteak fruit weighs 
in over 1 lb. and is luscious, brim-
ming with juice and sweet, full 
flavor. Tomatoes are huge, at least 
4-1/2 inches across, and borne in 
great abundance. While fruit is the 
typical beefsteak shape, it is not 
rough, except for some fluting at the 
shoulders, making for a very pretty 
shape. Heirloom variety from Po-
land. Indeterminate. 85 days.

I received a letter from Walter Pi-
atek of Berlin, New Jersey which is 
near Camden. Here are a few lines 
about the “Jersey tomatoes”:

Camden, New Jersey is the 
home of Campbell Soup, biggest 
soup	 maker in the world … 
In the summer starting in May 
all the way to mid-September, 
the farmers would truck their 
tomatoes to the Campbell plant. 
We really were the Garden State 
then. Hundreds of farmers would 
stack their trucks with baskets of 

tomatoes and the trucks would 
line up to be unloaded so that 
the waiting line stretched for 5-
6 miles…We Polish people lived 
on tomatoes, butter, and sliced 
bread sandwiches all summer. 
It was good also on our Polish 
kwasny rye bread but better on 
white sliced bread. 

Pomidory, pomidor, or as 
they used to call ‘em in Camden, 
“tomejdy”; another summer of 
homegrown tomatoes is just a 
memory.

RECIPE CONTEST WINNER 
PASTA HOUSE COMPANY
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

“The Great Chlebowski,” created 
by Tricia Chlebowski of Beaufort, 
Missouri. Chlebowski is made with 
Shrimp linguine, sundried tomatoes, 
and lemon in wine sauce. I tried it 
and it is wismienity (delicious)! 

THANKS! Dziekuje bardzo to Fran-
cis Drybala, Walter Piatek, Audrey 
and Ron Mueller (moja matka i 
ojciec), and Tom Hoffman for the 
tomato, Keselowski, and Newman 
information. 

If you have an answer to the 
question this month, a previous 
month’s question, have a question 
of your own, or have interesting 
facts to share, contact me at: Ed-
ward Poniewaz, 6432 Marmaduke, 
St.Louis, MO 63139 or eMail ali-
nabrig@yahoo.com

Please note: if you eMail me, put 
a reference in the subject line about 
the Polish American Journal or the 
Pondering Pole. I will not open an 
eMail if I do not recognize the sub-
ject.

Robert R. Malinoski, 84, of Camp 
Hill, Pa., a decorated World War II vet-
eran and considered to be one of the 
greatest railroad photographers of the 
20th century.

Born in Ashland, Pa., he was the son 
of the late John and Dee Pulaski Mali-
noski. 

He attended schools in Shamokin, 
Pa., New York City (now the site of Lin-
coln Center) and special courses at the 
American University in Washington, 
D.C. 

Malinoski entered the U.S. Army, as-
signed to the Army Air Corps, and was 
a trained radio operator on B29s and 
saw more than 30 combat missions in 
the Pacific Theatre. He became the re-
cipient of the Air Medal with Oak Leaf 
Clusters and the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. After moving to New York City 
to work as a railroad conductor, his 
photography career began at Grand 
Central Station and Penn Station. The 
five passenger terminals on the New 
Jersey side were sheer utopia. This in-
terest in photography led to him be-
coming a rail photographer, exhibiting 
in national and rail magazines, plus 
lectures, for more than 50 years and 
the publishing of two books: First book 
in color in 1991: “A Golden Decade of 
Trains: The 1950s,” covering over 50 dif-
ferent roads during this time period. A 
second book in color was published 
in 2001: “Trackside Around New York 
City-1953-1968.”

In 2002, he was honored by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & His-
torical Society, with Mayor Reed de-
claring May 5, 2002, as “Bob Malinoski 
Day” in Harrisburg. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Harrisburg Chapter of the 
National Railway Historical Society, 637 
Walnut St., Harrisburg, PA 17101-1924.

Thomas Murzynski, 64, of Alden, 
N.Y., a route manager for Schwan Food 
Co. and former owner of an optical 
laboratory, died after being stricken on 
the job. Born in Buffalo, Murzynski was 

a graduate of Iroquois High School. 
From 1977 to 2002, he owned and 
operated Resin Optics, a family whole-
sale optical laboratory. He also owned 
Opti- Sport, a sports vision supplier, 
for 20 years. the past several years, 
Murzynski was a route manager for 
Schwan’s Home Food Delivery Service, 
where he received numerous awards. 
His territory included the communi-
ties of Bennington, Cowlesville and 
Java. Murzynski was a past president 
of Elma Kiwanis. 

Msgr. Henry J. Stachewicz, a 
Catholic priest for 61 years and former 
pastor of St. Augustine Church in 
Depew, died in Harris Hill Nursing 
Facility, Lancaster, after a brief illness. 
He was 87. 

The Buffalo native was a graduate 
of St. John Kanty High School in Erie, 
Pa., and St. Mary’s College in Orchard 
Lake, Mich. He did his theological stud-
ies at Ss. Cyril & Methodius Seminary 
in Orchard Lake, Mich., and at Christ 
the King Seminary at St. Bonaventure 
University. 

Monsignor Stachewicz was or-
dained to the priesthood in 1947 by 
Bishop John O’Hara in St. Joseph New 
Cathedral. 

After a brief assignment to the mis-
sionary apostolate, he was appointed 
assistant pastor of Assumption Parish 
in 1948. From 1950 to 1961, he served 
as an assistant pastor at parishes in Buf-
falo, Jamestown, Batavia and Depew. 

He stayed in Depew at St. Augus-
tine Church for 14 years, first as assis-
tant pastor, then as administrator. 

He received his first pastorate in 
1966 at St. Valentine Church in Buffalo. 
He then became pastor of St. Andrew 
in Sloan, a post he held for 12 years be-
fore returning to St. Augustine, where 
he served as pastor until his retirement 
in 1997. 

Monsignor Stachewicz was named 
an honorary prelate of His Holiness in 
1980. He also had served as vice chap-
lain of the Polish Union of America. 

A Majorcan Love Affair
by Ellye Slusarczyk

Frederick Chopin began a very 
serious love affair in 1837 with a 
noted French woman novelist. Liv-
ing in Paris at the time, Chopin was 
in very delicate health. His sister 
had died from tuberculosis and now 
this disease was plaguing him, also. 
He was fragile and delicate and it 
became obvious that consumption 
was taking a toll on his life. 

George Sand was infatuated with 
the dreamy and well-bred young 
pianist. Chopin did not like women 
writers at all and initially avoided 
Sand above all other women. Con-
sequently, she made the first ad-
vances and gradually the twosome 
developed a love affair. 

At the time Sand was concerned 
about the health of her son, Mau-
rice, and was equally concerned 
about Chopin’s health. She decided 
to take the two, to have an extended 
stay on Majorca. The decision did 
not turn out well for the patients. 
Housing was not available, furniture 
was scarce, no wood was available, 
one’s clothes mildewed while they 
were being worn, food was rancid 
and indigestible. Chopin’s health 
continued to deteriorate under such 
very poor conditions. To make mat-
ters worse he continued to cough up 
basins of blood. Meanwhile, Sands 
nine-year old daughter roamed the 
Majorean hills dressed as a man and 
the locals could not accept her, her 
mother, and Chopin. So the despon-
dent group returned to the main-
land. 

Chopin’s love affair with George 
Sands ended with his funeral in 
1847. His health had worsened and 
he died on October 7, 1849, at the 
age of 39, in total poverty. 

THE PONDERING POLE / Edward Poniewaz

HERITAGE

The Race is On

THE OLD COUNTRY / Richard Poremski

A Study In Majestic Boredom. Zamosc, Poland. May 18, 1976
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The Union of Horodio was be-
tween Poland and a) Estonia b) 
Lithuania c) Latvia 
Composer Krzysztof Penerecki 
was born in a) 1870 b) 1933 c) 
1951 
Dzien Zaduszny remembers 
a) the deceased b) veterans c) 
orphans
Darlowo Castle was built for 
a) a monument b) Napoleon-
ic supporters c) Pomeranian 
princes
Tychowo is a large a) tree b) 
rock c) fortress
At Kolobrzeg is a monument 
dedicated to a) sailors b) nurs-
es c) teachers
Originally, the monks at Cis-

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

tercian Abbey in Kolbacz, 
came from a) Latvia b) Russia 
c) Denmark
The town of Chojna is located 
in a) Western Pomerania b) 
Warsaw’s outskirts c) the Car-
pathian Mountains
Poland’s largest sea island is a) 
Rawal b) Ploty c) Woli
Forested sand dune splits are 
also known as a) mirage dunes 
b) Baltic dunes c) mobile 
dunes

ANSWERS. 1.b Lithuania 2.b 
1933 3.a the deceased 4.c Pomera-
nian princes 5.b rock 6.b nurses 
7.c Denmark 8.a Western Pomera-
nia 9.c Wolin 10.c mobile dunes

8.

9.

10.

TRIVIA TIME / Ellye Slusarczyk
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NEW YORK, N.Y.—The Pol-
ish American Folk Dance Company 
(PAFDC) of Brooklyn, New York 
invites all to a concert of Polish 
folksong and dance, Sat., Nov. 15, 
2008 at 7:00 p.m. at Peter Norton 
Symphony Space, 2537 Broadway 
at 95th Street in Manhattan.

For the past 70 years, PAFDC 
has graced the stage with its ener-
getic performances of authentic 
Polish folk songs, dances and skits. 
This company, with its longstanding 

tradition of cultivating Poland’s folk 
culture, will celebrate by hosting its 
70th Anniversary concert on Broad-
way titled “Celebrating the past 70 
years, dancing into the future!” 

The PAFDC will showcase three 
generations of dancers, which in-
clude a children’s group, a junior 
group, a chorus and the adult group. 
This event, designed for everyone’s 
enjoyment, will take you on a fes-
tive tour of Poland’s rich, folkloric 
heritage with vivid representations 

BUFFALO, N.Y.—The Lira En-
semble of Chicago, known for its 
performances of Polish music, song 
and dance, brings its new holiday 
concert to the UB Center for the 
Arts Mainstage in suburban Am-
herst this year. The Ensemble opens 
the holiday season with beautiful 
Polish carols, music of Chopin and 
other Polish master composers, and 
Polish folk songs and dances per-
formed in colorful, authentic folk 
costumes.

“A Polish Christmas—Carols, 
the Polish Masters & More” will 
take place Sun., Nov. 30, 2008 at 
2:30 p.m. at the University at Buf-
falo Center for the Arts on Coventry 
Circle in Amherst.

“A Polish Christmas” is an ex-
tremely popular and highly-praised 
Polish American holiday event, 
which programs different Polish mu-
sic and dance each year. This year, 
it offers musical masterworks by 
Polish composers Frederic Chopin, 
Stanislaw Moniuszko, Henryk Wie-
niawski, and Witold Lutoslawski. 
The second act of “A Polish Christ-
mas” features gorgeous Polish car-
ols and Polish folk songs and dances 
from central Poland, from the Pol-
ish mountains, the Krakow region 
and from the Kaszubian region of 
Northern Poland, all performed in a 
variety of authentic folk garb from 
these regions.

You do not have to be Polish to 
enjoy this event because the entire 
concert is narrated in English by 
Lira’s artistic director and general 
manager, Lucyna Migala, who adds 

“A Polish Christmas” at UB Center for the Arts

a bit of information about Polish 
and Polish American history and 
traditions and demonstrates some 
Polish customs.

The performance is conducted by 
Paul Dijkstra, music director of the 
Lira Orchestra and is choregraphed 
by Iwona Puc, director of the Lira 
Dancers.

Free parking at the UB Arts Cen-
ter is located directly in front of the 
entrance. Lira recordings as well as 
Polish crystal and folk art will be on 
sale in the lobby before the perfor-
mance, at intermission and after the 
concert.

Tickets for “A Polish Christmas” 
range from $50 to $25 and half price 
for children under 18. They may be 
purchased through Ticketmaster at 
(716) 852-5000 or by calling the 
Lira Ensemble at (800) 547-5472. 
Tickets may also be purchased by 

mail by sending a check payable to 
the Lira Ensemble with a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to: The 
Lira Ensemble, 6525 N. Sheridan 
Rd. CH-LL Chicago IL 60626. For 
more information, visit www.liraen-
semble.com and www.ubcfa.org

“A Polish Christmas” by the Lira 
Ensemble will also be presented in 
downtown Cleveland at the State 
Theatre in Playhouse Square on Sat-
urday, November 29 at 7:30 pm.

In its home town of Chicago, this 
holiday season, the Lira Ensemble 
presents a concert which will be a 
milestone in Polonia history: “Pol-
ish Carols at Holy Name Cathedral,” 
presented the Polish way—after 
Christmas, on Sunday, January 4, 
2009 at 3:00 p.m.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, please call the Lira Ensemble 
at (800) 547-5472.

PAFDC Presents 70th Anniversary Concert
of its diverse regions. There will be 
a variety of dances presented from 
the slow-paced, graceful polonaise, 
to a vibrant, flowing mazurka to an 
energetic “Goralski” or highlander 
dance that promises to reverberate 
from the stage to the seat. 

The PAFDC enjoys a worldwide 
reputation as an energetic dance and 
music ensemble that strives to pre-
serve authenticity in its repertoire. 
The Company boasts more than 50 
active members from age five to 
adulthood. The dancers bring their 
own individual dance experiences to 
the group, which creates a company 
as colorful as the many brilliant cos-
tumes they wear.

Artistically, the Company prides 
itself with a current repertoire of 
over 30 folk dances. This past sum-
mer, they invited two guest chore-
ographers from Poland, Magdalena 
Ciastek-Zalipska and Piotr Zalipski 
of the world-renowned “Mazowsze” 
folk dance ensemble, to conduct an 
intense, two-week dance workshop. 
Through the workshop, five addi-
tional dance numbers were added 
to the already extensive program. 
These newly choreographed dances 

will be debuted at the 70th anniver-
sary concert performance. 

The Company maintains a size-
able costume wardrobe of over 600 
pieces. Most of these resplendent 
costumes are hand-embroidered and 
made in Poland. The elaborate array 
of spectacular colors and textures 
vividly enhances the aesthetic mood 
and language of each dance.

Under the direction of newly ap-
pointed Executive Director Margaret 
(Gosia) Pawelkiewicz, Artistic Di-
rector Ryszard Sudol, and Assistant 
to PAFDC Kids Alice Karpinski-
Bajno, the company strives to pre-
serve its strong foundation steeped 
in tradition while anticipating the 
future with eager enthusiasm. 

“Our dance group is a wonderful 
experience. You can learn to dance, 

have fun, learn about our culture, 
perform on stage, travel nationally 
and beyond” said Margaret Pawelk-
iewicz. “This is a hobby for all of us 
and yet it is so much more.”

Ticket prices are $20 for adults 
and $15 for children under 12, 
students, and seniors. Tickets are 
available at the Symphony Space 
Box Office located at 2537 Broad-
way, New York, NY 10025; online 
at www.symphonyspace.org or by 
calling (212) 864-5400. Addition-
ally tickets will be available soon 
at the Polish National Home, 261 
Driggs Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y. at (718) 
387-0505 and MegaPol Music, 661 
Manhattan Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y. at 
(718) 389-0202 or through PAFDC 
at 907-6199. 

Jurek-Park Slope
Funeral Home, Inc.

728 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 
DORIS V. AMEN
LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTOR

NEWLY DECORATED CHAPEL FACILITIES
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(718) 768-4192
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Slask DVD: 50th
Anniversary Concert 
- Live from Katowice, 
Poland 2004 

SLASK is an ensemble 
of 90 singers, dancers and 
& musicians who enchant 
audiences in 1600 vibrant 
costumes which represent 
different regions of Poland. 
The Slask Ensemble has 
performed over 6000 times. 
There are dances and songs 
from 15 regions of Poland, as 
well as national Polish dances 
such as Krakowiak, Mazurka, 
Oberek, etc.. Approx. 53 mins. 
Color.

DV681 — $24.95

Make it a Polish Christmas!
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Karaoke DVD
Both original and phoneti-
cally enhanced texts of 15 
carols making singing easy 
in Polish for those who don’t 
speak the language.  Enjoy 
pan pipes background music 
and sing what you see on the 
screen.  

DV677 — $19.95

Handmade Imported Creche

2009 “Passage Through Poland” 
Calendar  
Indulge in an excursion throughout Poland in this unique
2009 Calendar. Descriptions of photographed cities and 
landscapes of Poland, by Dariusz Zarod Photoagency, 
are captivating and educational. Features: Weekdays & 
Months in Polish & English, Male and female Polish Name 
Days (called "imieniny" in Poland), Polish and US Holidays, 
14 images, Measures 12" x 12"

Calendar CP09 — $12.95

Koledy on CD: 
Polomski and Santor 
Najblizsze Sercu Koledy—
Fantastic Christmas carols 
performed by Polish stage 
legends: Jerzy Polomski, Irena 
Santor, and more!  16 carols, 
including: “Gdy sie Chrystus 
rodzi “; “Jezus malusienki”;
“Bog sie rodzi”; “Dzisiaj 
w Betlejem”; “Gdy sliczna 
Panna”; “Cicha noc”; “Lulajze 
Jezuniu”and more.

GM5550052 — $19.95

Straw Ornaments
Set of 64

During the beginning of 
the Christmas season in old 
Poland, village folk would 
decorate homes creatively and 
ornately using straw, paper, 
yarn, and cloth ornaments. 
This set of ornaments are 
based on traditional Polish 
st raw or naments  held 
together by string (mostly red 
or gold colored) and ribbon 
for bows. 

660101 — $24.95

Wesolych Swiat Sweatshirt
Get into this Christmas sea-
son in comfort and warmth 
with this Polish American 
sweatshirt. This custom de-
signed white embroidered 
sweatshirt showcases the 
Polish expression Wesolych 
Swiat machine stitched in red, 
cursive lettering, with Merry 
Christmas stitched in green 
below it. Sweatshirt made 
with 89% Cotton and 11% 
Polyester. Sizes M-L-XL-XXL
4355024 — $39.95

Mazowsze: The 
Music and Dance of 
Poland DVD
Mazowsze is a thrilling 
kaleidoscopic display 
of dazzling movement, 
vibrant color and stunning 
beauty. The incomparable 
Mazowsze performance 
celebrates the cultural 
legacy of Poland. Bobby 
Vinton narrates.  Produced 
by WLIW New York, 2007. 
Shot in High Def., but 
formatted for Standard 
Display. 90 minutes.

DV679  — $24.95

100% Cotton T-Shirts
You can continue the tradition of displaying the Nativity Scene in your own home or 
community with our imported, hand-made creche. This medium zlobek is made in 
Poland, handmade out of natural products. The artist uses wood, plaster, paper, bark, 
moss and selected grass planted for hay. The Nativity Scene is set in a wooden stable 
featuring non-adjustable figurines of Mary 
and Joseph kneeling in prayer over the 
holy Baby Jesus, one laying and one 
standing lamb, a laying ox and 
donkey, and the guiding star 
overhead. 

Men’s sizing
S-XL $19.95
XXL $21.95
XXXL $22.95

ORDER FORM

Creche Measures approx. 11.25” Long x 4.0” Wide x 5.5” Tall

VA004 
$39.95

Free 
Shipping

with order $120 
or more

Order these and many more products at 

polamjournal.com

Polish American
White #9220001
Black #9220011
Ash #9220041
Red #9220021

Folk Art - Wycinanki
White #9227001
Black #9227011
Ash #9227041

White Eagle
White #9204001
Black #9204011
Ash #9204041
Red #9204021

Polish Drinking Team
White #9208001
Black #9208011
Ash #9208041
Red #9208021

Biker Eagle
White #9203001
Black #9203011
Ash #9203041
Red #9203021

Show off your Polish Pride with these ready to 
wear graphic tees. Shirts are mostly 100% pre-
shrunk Cotton. Designs are sometimes modified so 
that they look their best on the shirt colors chosen, 
and may be slightly different than what appears 
here.

Champions
White #9215001
Black #9215011
Ash #9215041
Red #9215021


